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Ta E grave of thouſands + 1—Doubtleſs, my 
good girl, in the ſucceſſive years of European 
viſitation, the eaſtern world ic, as you pronounce 
it, the grave of thouſands; but is it not alſoa a 
mine of exhauſtleſs wealth ! the centre of un- 
imaginable magnificetice! an ever blooming, an 
ever brilliant ſcene? And moreover, I have to 
inform you, that all the prejudices, you have ſo 
long cheriſhed againſt it muſt be done away; and 
for this plain reaſon, that they are totally groand- 
lefs. Yes, Arabella, che mother I have loſt, and 
| oor fo much lamented friend, fell not, as we 
3 have 


— 
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N 


have conceived, a victim to this ardent climate; ] 
her pulſe was not ſuſpended by exotic diſeaſe ; the i 
arrow of death was lodged in her gentle boſom T 
before ſhe left her native country, and ſhe alone : ; 
debarked, to expire on this coaſt. But take the 
_ - melancholy fact, As my father was drawn out to 
relate it, during our voyage. PR: A 
I 
That the marriage of thoſe to whom I am in- ce 
debted for my exiftence was a marriage of affec- cc 
tion, ſanCtified nevertheleſs by the approving Pt 
voice of their parental relatives, is a circumſtance ; u 
you are well acquainted with; but, perhaps, it cl 
Vo 


may be as new intelligence to you as it was to 
me, that from the tender diſtreſs mutually expe- 
rienced on 'their firſt ſeparation, in conſequence 
of my father's profeſſion, they reſolved, on their 


cre- union, never to ſeparate more. 


'My birth gave them, GE a different 
turn of ſentiment, though it in no degree leſſened 
their conjugal attachment; my infant period be- 

ing an inſurmountable impediment to my mo- 
ther's making an Eaſt India voyage, and my edu- 
cation a claim upon their feelings not to be diſ- 
penſed with, until their confidence in the good 

underſtanding and excellent principles of your 
aunt at length perſuaded them their perſonal ſu- 
perintendance 


% 
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perintendanee might, for a time at leaſt, be ſafely 
intermitted; then the firmneſs with which my 
mother bad me adieu, aſtoniſhed all who knew 
her. ©; : | | 


The India fleet was detained in the channel by 
" adverſe winds; and in an excurſion to Portſmouth, 
my mother caught a cold, which terminated in a 
cough. Yet did the extreme delicacy of her 
complexion, and uncowplaining turn of temper, 
prevent the diſcovery of a conſumptive tendency, 
until it was too late to try the efficacy of ſofter 
climates than are to be met with in an Eaſt India 
voyage. She laboured, ſuffering angel as ſhe 
was, to give her huſband hope, even when ſhe 
herſelf deſpaired; talked, in the moſt touching 
terms, of the treaſure they had left in England; 
and when the pious fraud could no longer be 
kept up, died, conjuring him to live for my ſake. 
But I will not dwell upon ſo heart-wound- . 
ing a ſubject; I indeed cannot, Arabella, for it 
has unhinged me, and I muſt quit my pen for a 
few moments. 


——  — — — — 


If the packet I ſent you from St. Helena (which 
. was the firſt opportunity that offered) was put 


YA; <7 fafely 


25 


4 HARTLY HO OU (sR. 


ſafely into your hands, or rather, if 1 could be 


aſſured that was the caſe, I might ſpare myfelf 


the trouble of accounting to you for what you call 
my wonderful departure from r* native country; 
an epithet that ſurpriſes me not, when I recollect 
the incoherence and agitation with which I told 


the tory of my approaching embarkation; but as 


I "muſt remain for months uncertain whether it 
reached you or not, I will, on this occaſion, give 
you the particulars of my motives and conſequen- 
tial conduct; for I love, you too well to ſuffer you 
to ſuppoſe caprice, or the wild curioſity of ſeeing 


+ foreign ſights had any ſhare in my inſtantaneous 


reſolution to viſit the eſtern continent. 


Having attended my father, as you well know, 


* 


to Deal, in order that we might enjoy each 


other's company to the laſt poſſible moment, I 
found, Arabella, on eyery renewed good-night 
we exchanged, irrepreſſible ſighs eſcaped him. 


The wind began to waver, and was expected 


to come round to the favourable point before the 
next morning's dawn, I was retiring, and the 


final farewell appeared to tremble on my father's 


lips; again I approached, and again, to embrace 


him. My manner unſpeakably affected him. It 


was 


eee tmd 
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was nature's work; and when did nature ever 
work in vain? 


A 


He held me for a ſhort ſpace, with filent an- 


' guith, in his arms, and I could alone articulate, 


« My father my deareſt father!“ ( Alas! So- 
phia,“ ſaid he at length, « are my feelings pro- 
phetic; ſhall I never more behold thee ?” « Oh, 
Sir!” cried I, « revoke, I conjure you, your 
own decree; nor be ſo cruel to yourſelf, when it 


is my anxious with to accompany you, as to leave £ 
me behind.“ 


He lifted up his eyes and hands; but made no 
reply. : 


I dropped inſtin@tively on one knee before him. 


« My deareſt fir, reſumed I, if you perſiſt in re- 


fuſing my requeſt, and I live not to welcome 
your return to England, can you charge the cala- 


mity on aught but your own fiat; for it is you, 
not Heaven, that forbids my ſharing your deſti- 
ny; or, ſhould I ſurvive you, do not flatter your- 


ſelf the tidings of your diſſolution could be ſup- 
ported by me; for who could convince me my 
preſence might not have been ſoothing, or enable 
me to believe that ſomewhat of my ſuggeſting 


5 might not have been ſalutary, and 1 prolonged your 


moſt 


e 
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moſt als life?—Your heart relents (perceiving vi 
I had ſubdued his reſolves); I read it in your coun- Mn 
tenance; and I take upon me, ſhort ſoever as the 7 

0 


time may prove, to be prepared to go with you.“ 
He laid his pocket- book open on the table, bad me Ye 
uſe the contents without reſerve, and, to hide his 

emotion, haſtily retired. 


With what alacrity and expedition I provided 
the neceſſaries for my voyage I need not mention; 
for who has not heard of the all-creative power 
of gold, and the rapid movement of the wings of 
inclination? - 


one alarming (that is unuſual) incident, made 

the bay of Bengal. —This letter ſhall therefore 

be conſtituted the repoſitory of a private vow I 
| have entered into with myſelf, never to marry in 
Indoſtan, leſt it ſhould become difficult, at ſome 
* future period, to aſcertain, my genuine impulſe x 
| 
| 
\ 


| 

| 

| 

We emberked together, and have without 


for quitting the country of my birth; a vow, 
take notice, Arabella, I will not violate to be a 
OI: | 


_ And a coticlades my laſt a epiſtle, unani- 
mated by oriental ſuns, and unperfumed by 


oriental breezes. An indeſcribable | degree of 
0 | | vivacity 
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vivacity already diffuſes itſelf through my heart, 
inſomuch that I haſten to tell you, in the cold 


language of European friendſhip (before I bluſh 


to have known its frigid influence) that I am 
your's affectionately, | 


SoPHIA GOLDBORNE. 
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LETTER I. 
: te 
Re P 
Hartly Houſe, Calcutta. 1 
Tu E ſplendour of this houſe, as it is modeſtly 0 
ſtyled, is of itſelf, my Arabella, ſufficient to b 
turn the ſoundeſt European head; but I am well* u 
aware, was I to plunge at once into a deſcription 
olf it, I ſhould have my veracity, if not my intel- 
lets, impeached: lowering myſelf, therefore, to t 
| your narrow conceptions, I will begin with the f 
_ circumſtances of my firſt arrival, and ſo contrive b 
to temper, though I cannot, like Mr. Apollo, 1 
lay aſide my rays, that your optics ſhall be en- 
abled to contemplate, however brilliant, the | 
. dazzling objects I gradually open on your view. 0 
; | . a 
The Hland of Sawger, at the mouth of the n 
Ganges, is the firſt land you encounter; but as it ſ 
is alone inhabited by tygers, alligators, &c. &c. k 
you will believe me when I tell you I had not the I 
ſmalleſt penchant for viſiting it. Pilots, however, 
come down to this diſtance (ſomè hundred miles) 
1 


from Calcutta, for tha ſafe convoy of ſhips; the 
| | tide 


9 
tide of this eaſtern river being ſubject to no leſs 
ſudden than impetuous changes, inſomuch that 
the ableſt ſeamen are often. drifted by it. 
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We proceeded on our voyage up the river 
to one of the ſtations for Indiamen, called Cul- 
pee, 150 miles from Calcutta, where my father 
received the moſt affectionate greetings from his 
old acquaintance; and we were told, that three 
bugeros were on their way to welcome and accom- 


modite us. 


This ſound having no ſemblance whatever of 
the eaſtern dignity, I begged my father to in- 
form me what a bygero was: —He ſmiled, and 
bid me wait their arrival, nor ſeek to anticipate 
my own diſcoyeries in a ſingle inſtance. 


| We next ada the ſecond 80 called 
Cudgeree; when lo, the bugeros appeared in view; 
and judge, if you can, of the pleaſure it gave 
me, after having been ſo long confined to one 
ſet of company, to perceive, I was on the 
point of taſting the boundleſs joys of eaſtern 
. | 


Tou have ſen, as you ſuppoſe, ſome very 
handſome barges on the river Thames; but how 
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poor a figure the handſomeſt would make, in com- 
pariſon with the 3ugeror, or barges of 919% 28s I 
will endeavour- to convince you. 


As they approached, my ears drank in the moſt 
delightful ſounds; a band of muſic, as is, the cuſ- 
tom, occupied each of them,; playing the ſofteſt 
airs; and from the tout enſemble, brought Dryden $ 
| am and Nan rot to . recollection. 


The company in the firſt that came Fei of 
us were ſeated upon deck, with kitteſan boys, in 
the act of ſuſpending their kitteſans *, which were 


finely ornamented, over tlieir heads; which boys + 
were dreſſed in white muſlin jackets, tied round the 
waiſt with green ſaſhes, and gartered at the knees 


in like manner with the puckered fleeves in Eng- 
land, with white turbans bound by the ſame co- 
loured ribband; the rowers, reſting on their oars 


in a ſimilar uniform, made a moſt picurelque ap- 


pearance. 


My fooliſh heart was in the bugere, before my 
father, at the earneſt ſolicitations of his friends, 
and a look of deſire from me, afliſted me to def. 
"cend from the ſhip; but, when deſcended, my 
aſtoniſhment and delight ſo abundantly increaſed 


at each advanced Sep, 1 that the European world 


faded 
* Umbrelas. 


. chanting quarter of the globe; for be it known to 
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faded before my eyes, and became orientaliſed at all 
r in 

Eight gentlemen, three of whom were my fa- Wo 
ther's particular friends, and four ladies, were the - 
party; and it appears to me, Arabella, that I Thall * 
find every poetical deſcription realiſed in this en- 


you, in the language of Southern's Oroonoko, . 
that when preſented to the gentlemen as my fa- 
ther's daughter, I 'bowed, and bluſbed; and, if I 
have any ſkill in phyſiognomy, they wondered and 
adored; and ſuch, I already underſtand, is the 
court paid to ladies at Calcutta, that it would be 
well worth any vain woman's while, who has a to. 
lerable perſon, to make the voyage I have done, 
in order-to enjoy unbounded . 


The chief article of refietliment was claret;, 
which was drank with great freedom, under the 
name of Lol Shrub; Coffee, tea, ſweetmeats, 
&c. &c. were offered, but in general refuſed, ex- 
cept by my father, who is fond of coffee to a de- 


gree that I think will not accord with his health in 


this relaxing climate, 

A kitteſan boy inſtantly took his ſtand behind 
my chair, and an attendant, called a Bearer, fler 

N NETS backwards 
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backwards and Cora | in my ſervice; and in this 


ſtate we reached Diamond Point, a place of de- 


barkation, where we found a ſuitable number of 


 Palanquins in waiting to accommodate us all. 


I vas ſtartled, Arabella, however prepared, an 


finding myſelf lioiſted on the men's ſhoulders ; for 
I need not obſerve to you, the only difference be- 
tween a palanquin and a London ſedan-chair, (ex- 
cept the travelling ones) is their having ſhort poles 


faſtened to the central part of the ſides, the front 


pair of which have a curve for the bearers better 


hold Venetian blinds inſtead of glaſs windows 
and in the mode of carrying. 


It was evening ; I therefore, as well as my fa- 


ther, and the reſt of the company, had two har- 


carriers, or flambeaux-bearers, running before 


me; and I felt all the dignity of my tranſition; 


though I will confeſs to you, the Tot, Tat, their 
almoſt perpetual cry, to clear the way, did not 


fall ſo agreeable on my ear as I could have wiſhed ; 


nor was I able to ſuppreſs the invocation of aura 


| vent at every foot- ſtep. 


From the point where we landed, to the Eſpla- 
nade, (a place I ſhall deſcribe to you on my own 
zequaintance with it) is almoſt four miles; and 


ſwiftiy 


u a 1 


ſwiftly did we paſs along; for it ſeems theſe palan- 
quin-bearers (with proper relays, as is the caſe 
with thoſe that perform journies) are ſo expert 
that in defiance of the heat, &c, &c, they go at the 
rate' of from nine to twelve miles an hour. 
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I could only obſerve by the light of the flam- 
beaux (though a hoſt of ſervants poured forth to 
receive us) that the entrance to Hartly Houſe was 
by means of a double flight of ſtone ſteps, at the 
top of which we found a ſpacious balcony, called 
a veranda, . covered in by Venetian blinds, and 
lighted up with wax candles, placed under glaſs 
ſhades, to prevent their extinction from the free 
admiſſion of the evening breeze; together with a 
couple of card-tables, furniſhed at all points, for 
thoſe diſpoſed to occupy them, with very oy 
other polite et cetera 's. 


Here I Se aaa in the form of 
congratulations on my ſafe arrival; but recollecting 
it would not be to forfeit it in future, if I declined 
it at the then moment, I complained of fatigue, 
and was conducted to an apartment that would 
have ſatisfied a princeſs, though neither more nor 
lefs than a common genteel fleepipg-room. _ 


- 
, * 
The 


14 HART LT HOUSE. 


; The furniture was all Chineſe, of the elegant 

| Wa and manufacture of which, even you 
people in England have a very tolerable idea; but 
the vaſes and the perfumes were ſuperior to every 
thing of the kind within my knowledge, _ as 
ſuch had a | fine effect on my Won 45 


— 


— 


ons - 
e 


My muſketto curtains are made of beautiful muſ- 
lin, extremely full, and capable 6f conſiderable 
- Expanſion ; and it is the cuſtom for the ſervants to 
beat them immediately before going to bed, to 
clear them of thoſe / inſects ; when they are juſt 
ſafficiently opened to admit the party, and ſud- vo 


— — 
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commodation, 


| 
| 
[ denly cloſed to exclude thoſe troubleſome noctur- ſh 
| | nal companions ; then, being ſpread out wide, : 25 
they admit the air in the moſt refreſhing degree. tat 
| Apropos of muſkettos ; I muſt tell you, though I ſiv 
mud der at the bare recollection of ſo vulgar a nui- Fe 
N ſance, that, in like manner with the bugs in Lon- ay 
| | don, they mercileſsly annoy all new-comers, bliſ- un 
1 tering them, and teazing, if not torturing them the 
. continually; and in a great meaſure ſpare thoſe ter 
| [ who are ſeaſoned to the climate. | | my 
I my 
| 7 
| | | Of And 
| 25 And now let me aſk you your opinion of my 4 
| attachment to. you, when I can thus forego the lef 
en earthly pleaſures, flattery and luxurious ac- the 
=. | 
l 
| 
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commodation, for your amuſement.— But perhaps, 
inſtead of thinking yourſelf obliged to me, you 
will, with the true European ſang-froid, ſuſpect 
me of ſelf-gratification in my deſcriptions z—be- 
ware, however, of ſuch erroneous concluſions, as 
you value the future favours of your own | 


SopHIA GOLDBORNE, 


P. 8. We are, they tell me, (yet ſuch is the 
preſent warmth, that, without the information, I 
ſhould not have ſuppoſed it) arrived at the com- 
mencement of the temperate ſeaſon, and I am 


taught to expect a very fine climate for five ſucceſ- 


ſive months, the monſoons not coming on until 
February, when agues and fevers are epidemic; 
and my conſtitution, no doubt, Arabella, muſt 


undergo its naturalization; for few indeed are 


the exceptions to theſe ſeveral attacks, which of- 
ten lead down to final diſſolution.— The idea ſhakes 
my conſtancy ! Oh ! pray devoutly with me, that 
my deareſt father may be ſpared in his own health, 
and unwounded in mine; for well do I know he 
could depart in peace, if his child was not to be 
left behind. —And to ſurvive her !——Can any 
thought be more killing? Good night !|—I will 

try 
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try to loſe it, and all my cares, in that ſweet balm 
of our exiſtence, fleep, Once more, therefore, 
good night | 


e, 
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: prime cheerer ! light, 
Of all created beings firſt and beſt ! 
Efflux divine 


Ir is morn, you muſt underſtand, Arabella, with 
us ſons and daughters of the Eaſt, fix hours at leaſt 
before you enjoy the glorious, however weaken- 
ed ſun- beams; and I awoke to encounter new 


Having breakfafted, (which I find is the only 
degage meal I muſt hope to enjoy, every one Grder- 
ing what is moſt agreeable to their choice, and in 
elegant undreſs chatting « la wolonte ; whilſt, on 
the contrary, dinner, tea, and ſupper are kind of 
ſtate levees) knowing that in the next apartment to 


mine, a country-born young lady—as the phraſe is 


to diſtinguiſh them from Europeans -was lodged, 
whom I had found extremely winning in her ad- 
dreſs during our voyage in the bugero, and de- 
claredly ambitious to be admitted on the lift of my 
friends; I took it in my head to viſit her en paſſant; 

7 | and 
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and make her a morning compliment; and this 
the more particularly, becauſe ſhe had not given 
us her company at breakfaſt, and I imagined ſhe 


might have taken cold on the water.—But judge 
my ſurpriſe, Arabella, when, on entering her 


chamber, I found her under the hands of her hair- 


z dreſſer, n in a 1 | 


But let me e caution you againſt every plebeian 
idea on the occaſion, for that pipe was a moſt ſu- 
perb hooka, the bell filled with roſe-water ; and 
inſtead of odious tobacco, a preparation of the be- 
tel- root; rolled up, and wetted, was placed in the 


bole, which bole was beautiful china-ware, cover- 


ed with a filigree filver cap, with a mouth-piece 


of the ſame materials.—Nor can I give you a con- 


ception of the graceful manner in which the ſnake 
(the long ornamented tube) was twined through the 


rails of her chair, and turned under her arm, 


ſo as not to have incommoded any perſon ſeated 
by her; or the genteel air with which ſhe-drew 
out the ſoft fume, and puffed it forth, alternately 
(for none of it is retained.)—In a word, I wiſhed 
to have taken her portait on the ſpot, for her 
form is elegant, her complexion near the European 
ſtandard, and the novelty of her attitude ſuch, as 
rendered them altogether an admirable ſubject for 
the pencil. | 


ſu- 
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This kind of ſmoking is, I am told, the charac- 
teriſtic cuſtom of the country-boyn ladies; and the 
ſervant, dreſſed as I have already deſcribed, whoſe 
ſole buſineſs it is to arrange the ſnake, feed the 
fire on his knees, and take care of the whole ap- 
paratus, is called the hooka-bearer, and is an in- 


diſpenſable appendage of eaſtern ſtate and etiquette. 
The gentlemen, without diſtinction, indulge them» 


ſelves this way, and as naturally, I am informed, 
fill up the period of their hair-dreſſing with their 
hookas, as thoſe in England with peruſing the dai- 
ly prints, and unqueſtionably to a more beneficial 
purpoſe ; for the health is preſerved or promoted 

by the practice : whereas news-paper -reading, in 
your faſhionable world, only furniſhes the head 
with politics, and the heart with ſcandal, no very 
eſtimable acquiſition, I hope you will grant me; 
for a rational member of the community, 


I have this morning enabled myſelf to give you 
ſome idea of the houſes at Calcutta—for all of 
them, of any conſequence, are, I am aflured, 
built upon a ſimilam plan, though not all with 
fimilar advantages of ſituation, To begin with 
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"HARTLY MANSION. 


The centre part of the building is much higher 
than the reſt, and terminates in a point at the top, 
forming an obtuſe angle (if I may properly fo call 
it) when the projecting lines are downwards, and 
extend to the wings on each ſide; the roof where- 
of covers a moſt magnificent hall, or faloon, the 
whole length and breadth of this central ſpace, or- 


das, that open by folding glafs-doors, of incon- 
ceivable grandeur, into the above-mentioned apart- 
ment; and the architecture, having the advantage 
ef every poſſible decoration, (together with large- 
fized windows over the balconies) has a ſtriking et- 
belt on an European beholder: 


» vous this i centre the FOE OY each 
of which conſiſts of a ſuite of elegant rooms, all 
on one floor (for the utmoſt elevation from the 
ground is the flight of ſteps at the entrance) with 

a view of the eſplanade in front, a kind of immenſe 

park; and a large garden, with a fine tank or fiſh- 
pond behind ſuch as fleeping rooms, dreſſing- 


| 

1 

| ö % 
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| namented at both fronts with balconies, or veran- 
' 
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rooms, withdrawing- rooms, &c. &c. in a ſtyle, 
no ſet of words TI am miſtreſs of can convey to 
your imagination and under this prodigious 
ſtructure are the family offices in general; the ex- 
ceptions are ſtore houſes, with the offices, at a 
diſtance, inſtead of gardens. The hall is, it feems, 
on all occafions, the plagę here dinner and ſupper 
are ſerved up; and, when illuminated, as the luſ- 
tres and girandoles beſpeak, muſt be fit for the 
reception of a royal gueſt. 


The outfide of the walls is waſhed with a white 
compoſition, called chinam, that, in like manner 
with the ſcenes in your theatres, has no glare, 
and of courſe is not painful (how powerful ſoever 
the ſun's'rays may be) to the fight ; which chinam 
is a pleaſing contraſt to the lively green of the ve- 
randas, or Venetian blinds, univerſally uſed, whe- 
ther the windows are glaſs or not); and are reliefs 
to each other, but glaſs, you muſt know, is a dear 
commodity at Calcutta, and imported ſolely from 
England; on which account the governor's houſe 
is almoſt the Nad one An can boaſt that diſtinc- 
tion. 


The Venetian blinds (or verandat, as I ſhall ae- 
cuſtom you to call them) anfwer two moſt deſirable 
„ and the free current of air, 

without 
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without which there would be no exiſting —Faſt mind 


ern pomp, ſplendor, and magnificence, ſupport 
me in this trying moment] when, almoſt expiring 
with heat, (and the ſeldom heard of, in Europe, 
miſery of laboured reſpiration) I am on the point 
of confeſſing, no happineſs can equal the happineſs 
of a temperate climate, and the ſocial intercourſe 
of the ſons and daughters of Liberty and intellec- 
tual cultivation; for, my dear Arabella, too true 
it is, that the beſt pleaſure of the Eaſt is, being a 
_ kind of ſtate-priſoner, enfeebled and fettered by 
vertical ſuns, and the fatigue of veiling our diſ- 
treſſes from vulgar optics, by gaudy trappings and 


the pomp of retinue; nor can I ſuppoſe it poſſible, 
I ſhould ever become habituated to what I now 


languiſh under, and ceaſe to ſigh for one delight- 
ful ftrole in St. James's Park, unincumbered by 
palanquins, kitteſan-bearers, the clamour of har- 
carriers, &c. &. 


I reprobate all I have written.— My father has 
this inſtant filled my purſe with gold mohrs, va- 
lue forty ſhillings, or ſixteen rupees, each; has 
purchaſed me a palanquin (what prophanation have 


I not den guilty of againſt palanquins !) and my 
mind 


which 
in del} 


+ % 
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mind | is reſtored to the pinnacle of grandeur, from 

which it had ſo meanly fallen.—I am nevertheleſs, 

in deIpite of myſelf, | 4 
Tours, as uſual, 


8. G. 


I 
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LETTER IV. 


is raging noon, and vertical the ſan 
Darts on the head direct its forceful beams; 
O'er heaven and earth, far as the ranging eye 
Can ſweep, a dazzling deluge reigns. 


Tromrson certainly paſſed a part of his 
life under this meridian, ſo applicable are the 
Above lines to my preſent ſituation.— Vou cannot 
therefore wonder, if you give them an attentive 
peruſal, at the weakneſs into which I was ſurpriſed 
at the concluſion of my laſt letter, or that the 
poet's words, 


* 


All conquering heat! O intermit thy wrath, 
And on my throbbing temples potent thus , 
Beam not ſo fierce, 


ſhould at this moment ſpontaneouſly flow from 
my pen.—But we will talk no more of it. 


My 
* 


The royal leyee was never more crowded than » 
mine—fine fellows, Arabella, without number ! 
| LF the 


/ 
| 


under your gloomy atmoſphere.— But I wander 
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the Eaſt India company's ſervants the Engliſh . .. 


ſovereigirs ſervants !—I truſt I ſhall not dwindle 


again into my former ſelf, or yawn away my days 


wide from my intended ſubject. 


1 have been at church, my dear girl, in my new 


palanquin, (the mode of genteel-conveyance) 
where all ladies are approached, by ſanction of an- 


_ cient cuſtom, by al gentlemen indiſcriminately, 


known or unknown, with offers of their hand to 
conduct them to their. ſeat ; accordingly, - thoſe 
gentlemen who wiſh to change their condition 
(which, between ourſelves, are chiefly old fellows, 
for the young ones either chuſe country-born ladies 
for wealth, or, having left their hearts behind 
them, enrich themſelves, in order to be united to 
their favourite dulcineas in. their native land) on 
hearing of a ſhip's arrival, make a point of repair- 


ing to this holy dome, and eagerly tender their ſer- 


m 


- 


vices to the fair ſtrangers; who, if this ſtolen 


view happens to captivate, often, without under- | 
going the ceremony of a formal introduction, re- 
ceive matrimonial overtures, and, becoming brides 
in the utmoſt poſſible ſplendor, have their rank 
inſtantaneouſly eſtabliſhed, and are viſited, and 
paidevery honour to which the conſequence of their 
huſbands entitles ener not ſo your friend; 
ien for, 


v * 
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for, having accompanied my father to India, no 
overtures of that nature will be attempted, pre- 
vious to an acquaintance with him, or at leaſt un- 
der his encouraging auſpices ; nor did any gentle- 
man break in upon the circle of my furrounding 
intimates, on this firſt public exhibition of my per- 
Ton, though every male creature in Calcutta, en- 
titled to that privilege, bid Mr. and. Mrs. Hartly 
expect an early viſit from them. On my menti- 
'oning the church, you will perhaps fancy I ought 
to recount to you its magnificence and ftyle of ar- 
chitecture; but the edifice dignified at prefent with 
that appellation does not deſerve notice. It is 
fituated at the Old Fort, and conſiſts ſolely of a 
ground-floor, with an arrangement of plairi pews; 
nor is the governor himſelf much better accom- 
modated than the reſt; and of courſe the Padra, 
as the clergyman is called, has little to boaft of; 
"the windows are, however, verandas, which are 
aſing to me in their appearance, independent 
ok the bleſſing of air enjoyed through that medi- 
um. But at the New Fort there is a new church 
erecting, on quite an European model, with gal- 
Jeries, a ſet of bells, and every ſuitable er cetera ; 
"the plan and foundation of which I have ſeen, 
' e with the architect, and, from the whole, 


| form very high expectations of the fuperſtruQure. 


One remark, however, i is a- propos on this fudject; 
namely, 


10 


e- 
n- 
e- 
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namely, that the houſe of prayer, at Calcutta, is 
not the houſe of ſepulchre. Burying-grounds are 
provided ſome miles from the town, which, I am 
given to underftand, are well worth the viſit of a 
ſtranger. I will only add, that though this mea- 


ſure may have arifen from the fervid heat of this 
climate (where death is buſy) which gives the idea 


of rapid putridity, yet ſurely it is diſgracing "the 


temple of the Divinity, (admitting even that in 
England no bad conſequence reſults from ſuch 
depoſits) to make it a charnel-houſe—Let this ſut- 
fice for churches, except the mention, that at 
Calcutta, Sunday i is the only day of public devotion, 


and that only i in the morning; though the Padra's 


falary is liberal, and his perquiſites immenſe. 


Think you, Arabella, that on mentioning the 
awful repoſitories of the dead, I forget my dear 


mother's ſacred remains ?—Surely no.—But I wiſh 


not to hang unneceſſary weights on your ſpirits, 
and therefore reſerve all I have to ſay on that heart» 
ſearching ſubject, for the period that enables me 
to tell you, I have beheld her hallowed tomb, and 
paid the beſt tribute in my poor power to her be- 
loved memory!—Adieu | adieu !—I will reſume 
my pen the firſt opportunity; but can no more at 
preſent. . * ; 
„ L E 7. 


, 


HART LT HOU:;S z. 


\ — * . a - "a 
S * l 50 . 
&* 5 , 824 1 


4 Fol " 1 v % 
1 1 1 


3 4 : "> 
- w ® 2» — * GS -&,S 
=” 
- 
— 4 4 v 4 = 4 1 
2 9 F 4 0 : 
* * 


7 %. a | L 
$3.38 1.7 , : 5 4 


1108 24 b cen ct 94k 


You would, my Arabella be ET I the 

extreme neatneſs of even the meaneſt attendant ; 
| but beſides the beauty and the virtue of crane 
it is the only fence in the Eaſt againſt patrid diſ- 
eaſes. That unerring guide, Nature, who teach- 
es the people of the North to fortify themſelves 
with furs againſt their inclement ſeaſons, bids the 
inhabitants of Indoſtan be correctly delicate in 
their perſons, and perſonal attire : to which; the 
circumſtance of all the ſervants being Gentqps 
not a little contributes; for diurnal immerſion in 
the river Ganges is one of the riet articles of 
their religion, at the ſame time that it is a general 
benefit to the Ne 


: The Moe or 3 fe!" ths Gare 
compoſe the chief body of the public; but per- 
haps, Arabella, you may wiſh and expect I ſhould 
preſent you with ſome account of the ancient in- 
habitants of this aſtoniſhing empire, before I in- 

1 oh -  troduce 
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troduce you to an acquaintarice with the moderns, 
as the living generations may poſſibly be deemed 
by you. Vou muſt, however, excuſe me; hiſto- 
rical anecdotes are not compatible with either the 
taſte or leiſure of a fine lady at Bengal. I will in- 
deed advance ſo far on this heavy ground in your 
ſervice, -as to inform you where you may meet 
with ſuch matter of fact, and ſpare myſelf the 
drudgery, as well as the diſgrace, of exerciſing my 
pen thereon. Vet, when I turn my thoughts that 
way, I muſt believe it will coſt me leſs labour to 
write the little it is neceſſary for you to read, than 
to refer you to the chapter and verſe of thoſe au- 
thors who have treated of this world of wonders ; 
for, in the firſt place, Arabella, take notice, the 
work of creation was performed in the Eaſt, and 
in the Eaſt Chriſtianity received its birth; in con- 
ſequence of which great circumſtances, the ſublime 
ideas and diſcoveries perpetually opening theme _ 
ſelves upon my mind, can alone be even faintly 
conceived: by you, if you, (as I recommend it to 
you to do) travel over ſo highly-diſtinguiſhed a re- 
gion, traced out as it is on your globes, with the 
facred and prophane writers of antiquity in your 
hand— when your entertainment will be-ample. I 
ſpeak from experience.—The other PR run 
thus; — 1 


India, 
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Imdia, it is ſuppoſed, was firſt peopled from Per- 
Ga, (which, in conjunction with the Indian ocean, 
is its weſtern boundary) becauſe, by its contiguity 
to that kingdom, it lies in the way of Meſopota - 
mia, where, it is generally agreed, the deſcen- 
dants of Noah ſettled after the deluge.— Be this as 

it may, it is evidently the ſouthern diviſion, (for 
there is not a white mar, or any complexion but 
black, amongſt its numerous inhabitants) and was 
poſſeſſed by the Ethiopians: their colour, long 
hair, and, regular features being markingly differ- 
ent from the blacks of Guinea; and, as a further 
proof of their Ethiopian origin, we read in our Bi- 
ble, that the queen of Sheba (which Sheba is only 
- another name for Ethiopia) ſent preſents tothe wiſe 
king Solomon, of many fine ſpices—which alone 
grow in India, and were brought 3 
8 cultivation. 5 


The next people who poſſeſſed the country were 
Arabians z for certain it is, that almoſt the whole 
eoaſt was ſubject to Arabian or Mahometan princes, 
when the Portugueſe arrived there in 1 50 which 
| Arabs, there is held little doubt, diſpoſſeſſed the 
Ethiopians of their territories, and drove them up 
into the midland country, which they ſtill in- 
Habit. 1 erst 


The 


The next invaders were the Mogul Tartars un- 
der Tamerlane, about the year 1400, who fixed 
his third ſon in the North of India and Perſia; 
but the Southern provinces were not reduced un- 
der the dominion of the Mogul, until the reign of 
Aurengzebe, in 1667. This prince, it ſeems, had 
been ſhewn ſome of the large diamonds from the 
mines of Golconda (the grand magnet at this day), 
and was thence induced to attempt the conqueſt 
thereof; and a good ſubitantial motive it was; 
whereas the mighty. Alexander overſpread the uni- 
verſe with his armies, for the ſole purpoſe of reſ- 
toring, in the form of a generous act, thoſe king» 
doms his ſuperior force wreſted from their lawful 
and peaceful poſſeſſors. But to return to Aureng- 
zebe. He made himſelf at length maſter of all the 
country as far as Cape Comorin, which, if you 
look in your map, you will find to be the moſt 
Southern promontory of India; but the midland . 
country being very mountainous and woody, and 
ſubject moreover to ſeveral Ethiopian princes cal-', - 
led Rajahs, preſerved, by their united efforts 
their independence; inſomuch, that they alone 
acknowledge the Mogul for their ſovereign, at the 
preſent period, in inſtances you vill meet with 


hereafter. 


E ? r 
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In the time of the famous Perſian 'mbnarch, 
Khouli Khan, the Mogul throne was poſſeſſed by 
a great grandſon of Aurengzebe, who was made 
priſoner by that bold and enterpriſing Perſian, and 
obliged to cede to him all the north-weſt provinces. 
of India, to obtain his liberty: This invaſion coſt 
the poor Gentoos two hundred thouſand lives. 
As to the plunder made by Khouli Khan, well au- 
thenticated accounts ſpeak it to be no leſs than two 
hundred and thirty millions ſterling; bis own pri- 
vate ſhare of which was conſiderably above ſeventy 
millions, and may be conſidered as terminating the 
greatneſs of the Mogul empire in the houſe of 
Tamerlane: nevertheleſs, when he had raiſed all 
the money he could in Delhi, he reinſtated the 
Mogul Mahommed Shah in the nenn 
returned to his own 3 


A peneral defeftion of che provinces enfued, 
none being willing to yield obedience to a prince 
deprived of the power of enforcing it. The pro- 
vinces ceded to Khouli Khan were only a ſhort ,, 
time enjoyed by him; for in 1747 he was affaſh- ' 
nated, and Achmet Abdallah, his treaſurer, 
equally unprincipled as his royal maſter, being a 
man of great intrepidity, found means, in the ge- 
neral confuſion, to carry off three hundred camels 
loaded with wealth, and, putting himſelf at the 

| head 


. 
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head of an army, marched againſt Delhi with fifty: 
thouſand, horſe. Thus was the wealth, drawn 


- from this powerful city, made the inſtrument of 
continuing the miſeries of war, which it had at firſt 


brought upon them. At preſent, the imperial dig- 


nity is veſted, after manifold revolutions, in a 


prince.that is univerſally acknowledged to. be the 

true heir of the Tamerlane race ; but his power is 
feeble, the city of Delhi, and a ſmall territory 
round it, being all that is left remaining to that 
ancient and magnificent houſe; and he depends 
upon the protection of the Engliſh, whoſe intereſt 
it is to ſupport him, as his N is the beſt 


legal guarantee. 


The WY of prudence, however, in the Eaſt 
India Company, is, that their Governors ſhould 


_ interfere as little as poſſible in the domeſtic or 


national quarrels of the country powers; peace 
and tranquillity beſt promoting their commercial 
intereſts. The wars with the Marattas, and Prince 
Hyder Ally, indeed, prove, that theſe maxims 
have not always been properly adhered to.—But I 
do not intend to paſs myſelf off for a politician z - 
andi therefore, leaving theſe modern particulars 
undiſcuſfed, affirm, that this is hiſtorical know- 
ledge ſufficient for any reaſonable woman, who is 


in the way of receiving more extenſive intelligence 
- from 
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from incidental obſervation and hourly occurrences. | 


Ant I muſt beſeech you to keep theſe matters diſ- 
tinct in your head, that you may comprehend, on 
the inſtant, the references or r 1 may 
preſent ou with. 


n end Inorary tne 


lents; but pleaſe to remember, that we alone 


 knowour depth of information or abilities, when 
' occaſion calls them forth. —1 need not ſay how 
much I am, 

Your's, 


K * 


8. ©. ; 
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; | Tais, Arabella, ſhall be a long letter; for 
it ſhall contain an account of one whole day, ſpent 
after the Calcutta manner; which, I conceive, 
will prove ſo cloſe a copy of the general mode of 
living, that little more will be left for. me to ſay 
on that ſubject; for the variations in amuſement, 
exerciſe, &c. &c. cannot be conſiderable, in a place, 
where, to render exiſtence ſupportable, is the ſole 
end and purpoſe of elegance, as well as of in- 
duſtry. | | 


At nine o'clock it is the cuſtom of this family to 
breakfaſt; and I, who am no daughter of ſolitude, 
ſo ſoon as it is announced, become viſible; for I 
| Have much pleaſure in Mrs. Hartly's converſa- 
tion. | 


The faſhionable undreſs, except in che article of 
being without ſtays (and ſtays are wholly unworn 
in the Eaſt) is much in the Engliſh ſtyle, with large 

p | caps, 
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caps, or otherwiſe, as fancy dictates: it is, how- 
ever, ſufficient to ſay, no care or ſkill is left unex- 
erted to render the appearance eaſy and graceful 
—a rather neceſſary circumſtance, as you will 
grant me, when 1 add, that the gentlemen, in the 
courſe of their morning excurfions (for they ride 
out on horſeback at an early hour ) continually drop 


in; and, from the numerous acquaintances this 
houſe can boaſt, I apprehend we ſhall ſeldom . © 


know a breakfaſt unaccompanied by theſe caſual 


vilitants—who ſay the prettieſt things imaginable, 


with an air of truth that wins on the credulity, 
and harmonizes the heart Not, Arabella, but a 


fine woman, robed in white muſlin, and with 


every other ſpecies of attractive drapery (let me 


tell you) is a very ſtriking object, and, as cas ho- 


neſtly entitled to adrairation. 


Vou probably conceive, that, in this gay and 


enervating climate, induſtry is the laſt idea that 


would ſuggeſt itſelf to the mind of a fine lady: but 
you are miſtaken ; for the ladies at Calcutta are 


very fond of working upon muſlin, of knotting, 


netting, and all the little methods of whiling aw ay 


the time, without hanging "un on the atten- 


tion, 
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At twelve: a repaſt is is introduced, conſiſting of 


cold ham, chickens, and loll ſhrub; after partak- 
ing of which, al r ſeparate to drels. 26 


The friſeur now forms the perſon anew; and 
thoſe who do not chuſe to wear caps, however ele- 
gant or ornamented, have flowers of Britiſh ma- 
nufacture (a favourite mode of decoration) inter- 
mixed with their treſſes, and otherwiſe diſpoſed ſo 
as to have an agreeable effect. Powder is, how- 
ever, uſed in great quantities, on the idea of both 
coolneſs and neatneſs; though, in my opinion, 
the natural colour of the bair would be more be- 


coming: but the intenſe heat, I ſuppoſe, renders 
it E (hae 


At three the day after my arrival, as is uſually 
the caſe, the company afſembled in the hall or ſa- 
loon, to the number of four- and- twenty; wheres 
beſides the luſtres and girandoles already mention- 
ed, are ſofas of Chineſe magnificence : but they 
are only ſubſtituted for chairs; what is called lol- 


ling, in the weſtern world, nenen here fr 
tſed. 


The dinner table was covered with a inow- 
white damaſk. table-cloth of the fineſt texture 
and to every plate were arranged two glaſſes, one 

of 


— 
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of a pyramidical and lender form (like the hob- 


nob glaſſes in England) for loll ſhrub, the other a 
common-fized wine glaſs, for whatever beverage. i is 
moſt agreeable z and between every two perſons at 
table were alſo placed a decanter of water and a 
tumbler, for diluting at pleaſure ; with folded 
napkins, of equal elegance with the table-cloth, 
forall the company, marked by art with a variety 
of fanciful figures, which I reluctantly deſtroyed. 


Such hoſts of men on all occaſions preſent them- 
ſelves, that, at dinner, to the demolition of ſcan- 
dal and all other perſonal ſubjects, no two ladies 
are permitted, I find, in this country, to fit by 
each other. But the ſexes are blended (I will not 


_ fay in pairs, for the men are out of all proportion 


to the female world) ſo as to aid the purpoſes of 


gallantry and good humour; and, during the 


whole period of dinner, boys with flappers and 
Fans ſurround you, procuring you at leaſt a tolera- 
bl ly comfortable artificial atmo] phere. 


The diſhes were fo abundant, and the removes 
ſo rapid, I can only tell you, ducks, chickens, 
fiſh (no ſoup, take notice, is ever ſerved up at 
Calcutta) and all the er ceteras of an Engliſh bill 
of fare, according to their proper ſeaſons, paſſed 
before my _ 


* But 


ut 


E AA TUT. N O Us E- 39 


ticular kind of wood are prepared, which being 
burnt to a clinker, the animal or joint intended to 
be roaſted is placed over, not before them; where 
they are turned about until done in the greateſt 
perfection; the fires being ſo judiciouſly fed, as to 
prevent: both decay of heat, and ſmoke. | 


The attention and court paid to me was aſtoniſn- 
ing; my ſmile was meaning, and my articulation 
melody: in a word, mirrors are almoſt uſeleſs 
things at Calcutta, and. ſelf-adoration idle; for 
your looks are reflected in the pleaſure of the be- 
holder, and your claims to firſt-rate diſtinction 
min ne 


After the circulation of > few loyal healths, &c. 
&c, the ladies withdraw; and the gentlemen, I 


am told, drink their chearful glaſs for ſome time 


beyond that period, inſomuch, that it is no un- 
frequent thing for each man to diſpatch his three 
bottles of claret, or two of white wine, before 
they break up; having the bottles ſo emptied piled 
up before them as trophies of their mew 


The ladies at Calcutta retire, not to enjoy their 
private chat, or regret their ſeparation from their 
Lu Ad mirers; 


But che mode of dreſſing theſe proviſions is. 
ſomewhat curious z for, I am told, fires of a par- 


- 


4 un An IMO K. 
admirers; for to ſleep is the object of their wiſhes, 
and the occupation of tHeir time a irefreſhment 
that alone enables them to appear with animation 
in the evening: accordingly, both ladies and gen- 

tlemen entirely undreſs, and repoſe on their beds, 
in the ſame manner as at the midnight hour; and, 


on awaking, are a ſecond time attended by their 


hair-dreſſer; and thus; à ſeeond time in the 
_ twenty-four Te come forth * at all Pomes 
matt: e > De unit 
Et r et init n 
But it mall not be concealed}: Arabella, that i 
great an enemy to- beauty is this ardent climate, 
that even I, your newiy- arrived friend, am only 
the ghoſt of my former ſelf; and however the lily 
has ſurvived, the roſes have expired: neither my 
lips (the glow of which you yourſelf have noticed) 
or cheeks are much more than barely diſtinguiſha- 
ble from the reſt of my face, and that only by the 
fainteſt bloom imaginable Art, therefore, is 
here (as well as in Britain) a ſubſtitute for nature 
in ninety-nine inſtances out of a hundred. I hope 
J mifcalculate my countrywomen in this compari- 
fon but you know me too well to ſuſpect me of a 
departure from my eſtabliſhed cuſtom. Notwith- 
ſtanding all which, from being a new figure at Cal- 
eutta, my father's partiality for his only child (the 
only child of a woman he adored) is gratified be: 
data yond 


yond 
brity- 
under 
taſte.- 
I hay 
in the 
tranſt 
religic 
condu 
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yond © "meaſure by the unending themes of my cele- 
brity m dreſs, my addreſs, my judgment, "my 
underſtanding, my language, my ſentiments, my 
taſte. Fear with me then, my good Arabella, that 
I have cut out much diſtreſſing buſineſs for myſelf 
in the refuſing line, by the raſh vow I regiſtered and 
tranſmitted you from Bengal Bay, and by which T 
religiouſly conteive myſelf band to regilate my 

conduct. 8 


I HAVE flept little this morning A whit! 
of ideas, I was unable to regulate, was the 
cauſe.— I am, however, dreſſed; and my new. 
friend calls upon me to attend her to the tea⸗ 


room. come, I come.—She is gone without 


me, Arabella, from imagining me not ready to 


preſent myſelf; and 1 will borrow ſo much time 


as juſt to deſcribe the hanſehold retinue of Mr. 
and Mrs. Hartly, and, of courſe, oe” all the 
gentee! families in Calcutta, TT 


— * o 4 * 4 1 : 


The ranks: of natives from. whence. the dos 8 
meſtic ſervants are ne, are Gentoos (I 
| think 
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think I told yon as much in a former letter; but 

no matter, the repetition will only confirm my re- 

port); they do not board in the European fa- 

milies; but, receiving a weekly ſtipend (and that 

a very ſlender one) feed at their own hovels, on 
nice and ſiſh, during the hours of their maſters 
and miſtreſſes repoſing themſelves, and then, 
with renewed alacrity, reſume their ſeveral ap- 
pointments and offices. 1 


- The ſuite of forvants conſiſts. of a coachman 
and groom, which are generally Europeans; a 
conſumer, who is a Gentoo (2 kind of houſe- 
ſteward and butler, for he provides every family 
article, and attends the fide-board and tea-table 
in perſon, with bearers, all Gentoos, of ſeveral 
denominations ; the chief of which is called the 


Seda-bearer, who cleans the tables, places the 
| Blaſs ſhades over the candles in the verandas, 
and has the care of his maſter's ſhoes, which he 
puts on and takes off for him with the pro- 
foundeſt reſpect) ; two pair of palanquin- bearers; 
a kitteſan· bearer; two harcarriers, or flambeaux- 
bearers ; 3 a hooka-bearer ; and the bearers who 
ſtand behind chairs, and act as waiters to and 
from the tea-table : and fo diligent and diſcerning 
are they, that they read the commands of the 
„ In: and ſeem created for the 
ſole 


ww i 70M . © 


* 
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ſale purpaſe and. fole ambition of ſerving the 


tioned to you on the adventure of the hugeros, 


are, it proves, the family liveries of the. Eaſt ; 
I mean the colour of the ſaſhes and turban rib- 
bands; my colour is the Tyrian dye, which, I 
need not tell you, has a beautiful effect upon 
white. 


I am ſent for, and muſt for the A . 
you adieu! | 
—ññ— 

os Three o'clock, ns 

Fon will, perhaps, Arabella, be ſo unbred as ta 
conclude, ſome particular party or amuſement has 
kept me up till this late hour; but know, two is 
abſolutely, a plebeian-time, of, breaking up company 
at Calcutta, —Refreſhed by your afternoon's ſleep, _ 
and braced by the cool breezes of the evening 
you conſider time as made only for enjoyment, 
nnen. * 


new friend, eee eee 
me the day after my arrival, and led the 


4 4 


England in large companies; for, Arabella, in- 


r I novs 2. 
eee but inſtead of H atlonls, 
wy I found this party collected in the veranda, 


as on the preceding evening, and I drank y 
tea with a degree of ſatisfaction unknown in 


ſtead of the exchanges (a moſt alarming and diſ- 
guſting idea) to which, you are there expoſed, it 
is the delightful and ſenſible cuſtom at Calcutta, 
for a bearet to convey your cup, when empty, 
to the conſumer, without once letting it go out of 
his hands; and of courſe returns it you ſecure 
from every poſſibility of contamination. I think 
I never was fo pleaſed vith any one article of 


ee % 


At dinner we were cooled by artificial means; 
but the heavenly breezes of evening reached us 
through the verandas cheered, "ciiliveried, and 


> xe us an another order of beings. 
e 


& es an coffee over, three card- tables (for 
ſorry I am to tell you, card-playing is here, in 
like manner as in Europe, the faſhionable pro- 
penſity) were brought forward, and I, as a viſiter, 
and a ſtrariger, was not permitted to decline.— 
I was on the point of ſeating myſelf, when the 
0p: eee ey was my aſtoniſh- 
| ment, 
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ment, when I heard five gold mohrs (ten pounds) | 
ſpoke of as a very moderate ſum a corner! 

| I drow. back, Arabella, inftinQively; ; for the 
little treaſure my father had ſo kindly made me 
miſtreſs of,- my heart told me, at this rate, would 


"chr oh; "OS: nee 


f Mrs. Hartly, 8 both my ſurpriſe — 
ban aſked. me to honour, her table with my 
company, where, the ſaid, they were ſo humble 
as to ſtake only poor one gold mohr.—I gladly 
accepted ber invitation; and endeavoured to re- 
member with fortitude, that forty good ſhillings 
ſterling would be either won or loſt by me in the 
courſe; of a few ne nee polite 
ate r NN e * ürtätz mene 


*t; 


| 11 is obſerved by 3 hos. (but. 1 90 not wy 


immediately recolle& who) that intoxication is the 
vice of a barbarous, gambling of a refined 
people ; this is verified to a fatal proyerb an this 
ſpot ; for fortune, in the Eaſt (however refined 
the taſte or manners of its poſſeſſor) appears 
alone to be acquired for the purpoſe of this wild 


 diflipation of it; inſomuch, that the u/timatum of 
European deſires, the return to their native coun» | 
Wi g lacrificed to ee e 


W AAT T U 

licity of many moſt deſerving famities—In a 
word, ſeveral hundred pounds were transferre 
from "Paw in r 


engaged. 22 


At 8 nar ak ail 
the table ſumptuouſly covered. The ſame cere- 
mony of parting the ladies was obſerved, as I 
have already deſcribed; fo that the decanter and 
dation: and a band of muſic was introduced, 
which played all the evening. * 


I was requeſted to favour the company with a 
' Tong, (vocal muſic being highly eſteemed by the 
Caleutonians); and ſo anxious were the gentlemen 
to diſcover, whether I had a voice tuned to me- 
lody or not, that doubt and expeCtation fat on 
each countenance. 


- 


I 6diſpelled their doubts, and, if the goddeſs of 
Flattery (who certainly touched the lips of her 
votaries with peculiar eloquence on the occaſion) 
| may be relied on, exceeded all they could have 
hoped for from the firſt daughter of Harmony — 


Tt ' muſt, however, be ſeriouſly acknowledged, 


that, from indolence, relaxed fibres, or what- 
Sanne | % ever 


ever other cauſe or impediment, my little powers 
equalled the beſt efforts of my fair friends; and 1 
have bound myſelf by a ſolemn promiſe, to be an 
angel on each ſucceeding evenihg. 


Ajingling of a to my ears 
now interrupted my eulogiums, and immediately 
ſix or ſeven black girls were brought in, dreſſed 


noſes, by way of ornament, and ſilver caſnets at 
their ancles and wriſts,, with which they beat 
time very agreeaby to the tamborines that at- 
1 2 tended them. Theſe are called notch-girls, (the 
he word for dance) and their performance is called 
\en natcbee. They ſang lively and tender compoſitions 
ne- alternately, as was apparent by the movement of 
on their eyes and hands, but to me otherwiſe un- 
| intelligible; danced with. good effect; and, I 
could perceive, were well rewarded. After 
which, the night being particularly fine, we were 
inſtantly conveyed in our palanquins to the Com- 
pany's gardens; late in the evening, or abſolutely 
midnight, being the only walking time in this 
climate. The moon was near the full, and her 
filver beams diſplayed unuſual luſtre. Flowers 
of che moſt. beautiful aſpect and delightful ſcent, 


A FK [ATA 
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in white muſlin, loaded with ribbands of various 
colours, with two or three gold rings in their 


| 


48 HARTLY, HOUS 2. 
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aromatic trees and ſhrubs, perfumed. the breeze ; j 
and the viſtos, or ſhady walks, had an air of en- 
chantment! Thus was the evening terminated, 
or, more properly, Arabella, the new- born day 
welcomed with luxurious glee; the ſenſes flat- 
tered ; the heart ſoftened ; and love and friend- 


ſhip the prevailing ſenſations of the ſoul 


For, where the mind is pure, under ſuch auſ- 


pices as I have deſcribed, love is ver and 
Aw beg 1 bebe S 


. g 4 * YE 8 1 


Tou are now, a thinking — 


temperate and ſolitary ſupper; and may a Lu 


u e Wit er as gc nature. 


= 


i 1 n har . len. 
Adieu! | 
Pq . 


* 


— 
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LETTER VI. 


FAR me, Pomona! to thy Citrog-groves; 
To where the Lemon and the piercing Lime, 

Wich the deep Orange, glowing thro? the green, 

Their lighter glories blend : lay me reclin'd 

Beneath the ſpreading Tamarind, that ſhakes, 

Fann'd by the breeze, its fever- cooling fruit: 

Deep in the night the maſly Locuſt ſheds, 

Quench my hot limbs; or lead me thro' the maze, 

Embowering endleſs, of the Indian Fig : 

Or, thrown at gayer eaſe on ſome fair brow, 

Let me behold, by breezy murmurs cool'd, 

Broad o'er my head the verdant Cedar wave, 

And high Palmetos lift their graceful ſhade : 

Or, ſtretch'd amid theſe orchards df the ſun, 

Give me to drain the Coeoa's mitky bowl, 

And from the Palm to'draw its freſh*ning wine, 

More bounteous far than all the frantic juice 

Which Bacchus pours ! Nor on its ſlender twigs, 

Low-bending, be th? full Pomegranate ſcorn d 

Nor, eree ping thro! thè woods, the gelid race, 

Of Berries oft in humble · ſtation d wells 

Unboaſtful worth, above faſtidious pomp ; 

Witneſs, thou beſt Anana, thou, the pride 

Of vegetable life, beyond whate'er 

The poets imag*dinthe golden age: 

Quick Het me ſtrip thee of thy tufty coat, 

** thy ambroſial ſtores, and fea(t with Jove. 
", 


2 
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To. taſte the beauties of this poet's pencil, 
Arabella, you muſt viſit Bengal, where I am 
more than ever convinced, he penned his glow- 
ing deſcriptions of a climate and its characteriſtics, 
Fancy, with all her fire, could not, unaſſiſted by 
acts, have ſuggeſted. The produce of this 
Eaſtern foil is the palm, the cocoa- nut, the tama- 
rind, the guava, the orange, lemon, pome- 
-Pranate, pine, &c. &c. in the hjgheſt perfection; 
nor can they be ſpoken of, by an animated be- 
holder, in terms of common approbation. For 
my part, my mental exclamation is, O for a muſe, 
adequate to the ſublimity of the ſubje& ! that 
rthe wonder-working hand of Nature might be fitly 
celebrated by me!“ for, as Thomſon again e 
preſſes himſelf, | 

+ Great are the ſcene 


that ſee, each circling year, 
Returning ſuns and double ſeaſons paſs : 


and poetry, Arabella, is the natural language, 
where all is lovelineſs, and magnificence, and 
power exhauſtleſs as infinite. But I am loſt, 
you will perceive, in the immenſity of my ſabject: 
e Come, then,” as my favourite bard has it, of 
the Deity on a ſimilar occafion— 


«Come then, expreſſive Silence! muſe his praiſe. 


$ 
_ 
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On ſo vaſt a ſcale, indeed, are all things in this 
country, both human and divine, that if any eartnj- 
born creature could be pardoned the ſin of ambi- 
tion, it would be the Aſiatics; nor can I doubt, 
from all I have already ſeen and heard, that num- 
bers of them are proud enough to believe, and 


apply to themſelves, the poet's language: 


- I 
For me the mine a thouſand treaſures brings 
For me health guſhes from a thouſand ſprings ; 
Seas roll to waft me, ſuns to light me riſe ; 


My footſtool earth, my canopy the ſkies. 


At leaſt, we may fairly conclude the Moguls, in 
their day of ſplendor, were of this haughty faith, 
if we read the following deſcription of their en- 
campments: 


His reſidences (the Mogul emperor) during the 
temperate ſeaſon, which laſts four or five months, 
are in the field ; and few curioſities in the Eaſtern 
world were more ſtriking than his camp; for, 
belides the military, men, (which amounted to 
above 100,000, who carried their wives and fami- 
lies with them) he was attended by moſt of the 
great men in the empire, and followed by all kinds 
of merchants and tradeſmen from the capital ci» 
ties—in the whole, above a million of people; 

| D 2 | and, 
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and, with chis retinue, he made a tour of a thou- 
ſand miles every year, through ſome part of his 
dominions; and heard the complaints of his 
meaneſt ſubjects (an aſtoniſhing trait in ſo lofty a 
character I) if they happened to be oppreſſed by 
his nabobs or viceroys. | 


— 


A caravan, of ten thouſand camels and oxen, 
conſtantly attended the camp, and brought pro- 
viſions from every part of the country; the com- 
mander of which was ſtyled a prince, and veſted 

with great power; his office being to furniſh the 
camp with proviſions. 


The camp was at leaſt twenty miles in circum- 
ference, and formed in a. circular manner ; the 
Mogul's tent and his women's being on an emi- 
nence in the centre, and ſeparated from the reſt 
dy a high ſcreen or encloſure z next to which were 
the nobility, generals, and people of diſtinction, 
in another circle; the reſt ſucceeding in cireles, 
according to their quality; the inferior people be- 
ing neareſt the outſide of the camp: nor do I 
marvel, that ſuch an emperor, at ſuch a period, 
ſhould be induced, in the vanity of his heart, to 
ſtyle himſelf the Governor of the Univerſe, the 
Ornament of the Earth, &c. &c. as is the cuſtom, 

on the aſſumption of the imperial diadem ; though, 
in 
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in the preſent circumſeribed condition of the em- 
pire, thoſe high-ſounding titles are totally inappli-· 
capable.—But to deſcend to humbler ſubjects. 


The Eaſt India Company, I find, pay the rent 
of ſuch houſes as the captains of their ſhips oc- 
cupy during their reſidence at Calcutta; and it is 
well they do, or it would be a heavy tax upon 
their purſe; for, could you ſuppoſe it poſſible 
ſuch a ſum as 5300 ſacre rupees (ſixty pounds) per 
month, could be decently. demanded, or chear- 


fully paid, by theſe birds of paſſage ? it is, never«, 


theleſs, the fat: accordingly, thoſe gentlemen, 
who have it in their power, build elegant dwel- 
ling-houſes, at the expence of 30, 40, 50, aud 
60,000 rupees, for the purpoſe of letting them 
ready furniſhed; and, I am affured I ſhall fee 
many, which bear the aſtoniſhing rent of goo 
and 1000 pounds ſterling per year, without ja 
table, chair, or one neceflary unhired at an Equal- 
ly extravagant rate. | 


+ The ſtreets of Calcutta, at the part of the town 
inhabited by trades- people (who, by the way, are 


all Blacks, except what are called the Europe 


ſhops, of which I ſhall ſpeak hereafter) are di- 


ſtinguiſhed by the name of the bei/ars, or traders, 
by which they are occupied; as, the bada beiſar, 
| (fruit 
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(fruit and paſtry) ; the muehee beiſar, (the fiſh- 
market); the dewdwallar beiſar, (milk-ſellers),z 
ſuedwallar beiſar, (hog-merchants) ; chine beiſar, 
(ſugar-venders) ; &c. &c. Moreover, cards form 
a ſeparate article of merchandiſe, and the ſhops 
for ſelling them furniſh one whole ſtreet—a 
proof of their great conſumption and value in the 


The Europe ſhops, as you will naturally con- 
elude, are thoſe ware-houſes where all the Britiſh 
finery imported is diſplayed and purchaſed; and 
ſuch is the ſpirit of many ladies on viſiting them, 
that there have been inſtances of their ſpending 
30 or 40,000 rupees in one morning, for the de- 
coration of their perſons; on which account ma- 
ny huſbands are obſerved to turn pale as aſhes, on 
the bare mention of their wives being ſeen to en- 
ter them: but controul is not an article of matri- 
monial rule at Calcutta; and the men are obliged 
to make the beſt of their conjugal mortiſications. 


Five ſtreets, well built, and inhabited alone by 

' perſons of genteel rank, open on the Eſplanade, 
which is ornamented to a great extent, in view of 
the firſt houſes of each (one of which is the Go- 
vernor's) with iron paliſades, and makes a magni- 
ſicent appearance. I ſhall enlarge upon this ſub- 


T 


).3 


ar 


- 


hv 8 


Fr 


13 


P 


SARTLY HOUSE 35 
ject as ſoon as I have made my intended tour 
through the town; the whole of which, ho- 
ever, is a flat ſituation, and the habitations are 
ſcattered over a great ſpace of ground ; for the 
gardens, particularly the Company's and Gover- 
nor's, are extenſive; nor are the private ones 
ſmall ;, for, as it is one of the chief pleaſures of 
the country, to admire the beauties of vegetation, 
enjoy the ſhade, and feed. on the delicacies ſo 
bountifully beſtowed by Nature, it is their pride 
to poſſeſs them all. together in their prime excel- 
lence, to ſpeak at once their fine taſte, and abun- 
dant fortune to every beholder. 

What a motley epiſtle is this ! the great ſub- 
lime, ſucceeded by the moſt inferior topics; but, 
Arabella, . theſe tranſitions are not to be avoided, 
on a ſpot, where vivacity and dignity of mind is 
tranſient, and a low.ebb of both the one and the, 
other, the conſequence of languor not to be re- 
fiſted, and of guſts of heat not to be deſcribed. . 


Jam. 


Yours, as uſual, 


LET. 


* 
j% 
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LETTER VII. 


H OW prophetic were my words, Arabella, 
where I mention my apprehenfions of the refu- 
fals J ſhould be called upon to make A painful 


taſk to a feeling and not illiberal mind but we 


muſt all ſubmit to our deſtiny. 
An old fellow, with an incredible fortune, ogles 
me, and profeſſes his life depends on his obtains 


ing the honour of my hand—my father ſmiles— 


and I, with an air of indolent complacence (the 
air of the country) receive his devoirs as the juſt 
tribute of my tranſcendent charms; which charms 
(it is already got into circulation) are held by me 
above all price (for the.fetter of my vow has not 
yet tranſpired) ; which may poſſibly tend to a di- 


minution in the train of my adorers, at leaſt on 


the arrival of the next ſhips ; for, as the life of 
a butterfly is but an hour, ſo the ladies, who wiſh 
to ſee themſelves advantageouſly diſpoſed of, muſt 


reprobate the antediluvian practice, and be care- 


ful 


— & — — e 
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ful not to let the iron grow cold on the anvily + 
which, with few exceptions, is the univerſal con- 
duct: ſo that, I doubt not, I ſhall ſoon behold 
this love-ſtricken greybeard at the feet of ſome 
more yielding damſel :—and may. ſhe make him 
as happy as ſhe will flatter herſelf his wealth can 


render her; nor once experience the common 


fate of ſuch expeCtations—finding ſhe has been 
ſelf-deceived, | 


Here is alſo a little dapper fellow, in a yellow 
filk coat, that buzzes ſoft things in my ear, and 
affects to keep all the reſt of his ſex at a diſtance :; - 


but I have given it in commiſſion to Mrs. Hartly, 


to hint to him, that ſuch behaviour is not lawful ; 
the accepted lover alone being entitled to mono- 
polize his fair one. I ſuppoſe we ſhall have him 
in the pouts on the occaſion; this is, however, no 
formidable circumſtance at Calcutta, where you 
may chuſe and refuſe at will. 


What gives the men ſuch conſtant acceſs to the 


ladies their rank entitles them to viſit, is, that on 


being once introduced, you make their abode an 
home—walk in and out at pleaſure have your 
chair and attendant ready for you, as a matter of 
courſe—and the only wonder is, what can have 


become of your new friends, if they happen to 
D 3 abſent 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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abſent themſelves without a declared engagement. 
At breakfaſt, they tell me the news of the day; 
at dinner, ſolicit me to drink ſo many glaſſes of 
wine with them, that I ring unending changes on 


negative phraſes (and thoſe the beſt choſen) to 


prove my fund of polite language, and ſoften my 
cruel denials; at the card-table they loſe their 
money with a good grace; and, at ſupper, are 
brilliant companions : nor be it unobſerved by 


vou (tho your matrimonial chance is beyond mea- 


ſure critical) you do not forfeit your claims to ho- 
mage or adoration, on becoming a wife; whence. 


Slander is often buſy. The opportunities are, in- 
deed, inconceivable for amour, if the inclination 


be prompt ; but I verily believe, that gallantry at 


Calcutta is, like gallantry in France, carried on by 


friendly compact amongſt all parties; I truſt yon 
with my wife—you traſt me with yours ;—and 
that the abuſe of ſach welk-bred confidence is a 
rare inſtance of the ill effects thereof. 


One or two offers, for their generoſity and re- 
ſpectability, have been noticed by my father; and, 
with every profeſſion of gratitude, declined by 
me. Mrs. Hartly remonſtrates, from looking 
forward (ſhe kindly ſays) to alarms ſuch conduct 
gives riſe to from implying ſome European en- 


tagement, that muſt eventually deprive her of 


my 
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my company. I aſſure her, ſhe is miſtaken, I 
perceive, in vain; for it appears to her an abſur- 
dity, to believe, a heart, that poſſeſſes its free- 
dom, ſhould ſhut the door againſt unexceptionable 
overtures. I own, Arabella, I cannot account 
for it myſelf, unleſs it can be poſſible, that the 
multitude renders me indifferent to individuals; 
and, true it is, that you have not leifure for the. 
obſervations, ſo neceſſary to be made previous to 
an union for life, in theſe crouded ſcenes; or (if 
you can pardon the ſeeming levity) ſufſicient time 
to know your own mind; one agreeable impreſſion 
being immediately, if not chaſed away, blended: 
with another: in ſhort, my hour of attachment is 
not come; and I never will be prevailed upon to- 
ſeparate, or (what is the ſame thing) endanger the- 
ſeparation, of my. hand and heart. 

Was there any proſpect of. your coming tot - 
Bengal, I might, perhaps, think otherwiſe than, 
I am convinced, I ever ſhall do, with the reflec- 


tion on events that would prevent our ever meets 
ing more. 


T am, &c. 
8. G. 


LET. 


. — — ul ̃ —— 4 — — 
—— ne —— nt AS at en ee. <td ud - ca, — R 
—— — pe — — — * = _—_— — — — — 
, . 


LETTER IX. 


1 ADORE the cuſtoms of the Eaſt.—Inſtead of 
having their ſervants, or bieſars (trades-people) 


" ſpeaking in broken words, and miſtaking, con- 


ſequently miſrepreſenting, what their ſuperiors 
fay, the dreſſes and accommodations of the Euro- 
peans do not more perfectly diſcriminate them 
than their language; every perſon taking the 
trouble, or rather conſidering it their amuſement, 
to learn to aſk for what they want in Gentoo 
phraſes; and making Engliſh the vehicle only of 
polite converſation, 


Early this morning, the weather beginning to 
be ſettled, I took advantage of a cool breeze, and 


was conveyed in a phaeton through the town and 
its environs. 


The 


„ns 


f 
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The WRITERS BUILDINGS, 


Arabella, in like manner with our inns of court, 
are divided into chambers, more or leſs elegant, 
according to the rank and conſequence of their 
owners. 'This, I need not tell you, is the nur- 
ſery of all the great men; for, from being wri- 
ters, they are advanced, as their abilities enable 
them, to the higheſt civil offices, or even mili- 
tary, if their genius inclines them that way. I 
was ſtruck by them altogether, as the monument 
of commercial proſperity z and made ſome com- 
ments on the ſubject, that did credit, I was told, 
to my ſenſibility and underſtanding ;—but I ſeek 
not to ſhine in your ſight Arabella; you know 
the height and depth of my intellectual endow- 
ments, and honour me accordingly. ' A little oſ- 
tentation is neceſſary in the Eaſt ; but Engliſh eſti- 
mates run upon the ſofter merits; for we are 
there taught to believe, that a woman's nobleſt 
ſtation is retreat :—for that, as the poet ſays, 


Her faĩreſt virtues fly from public ſight, 
Domeſtic worth, that ſbuns too ſtrong a light. 


| But, 
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But, be it always remembered by you, that In- 
doſtan is the land of vivacity, rather than that of 


ſentiment. 
At the back of the Writers Buildings is the At t 
coſts 5 
crown, 
CALcuTTa THEATRE; Engliſl 
\ on a fi 


the infide of which I have not yet ſeen ; but am cutta / 
informed, from good authority, that it equals the —and, 
moſt ſplendid European exhibition. - that t! 


The performers, Arabella, are all gentlemen, and in 
who receive no kind of compenſation, but form this h 
a fund of the admiſſion- money, to defray the ex- politic 

pences of the houſe. It conſiſts only of pit and diſeaſ 
boxes: to be admitted to the firſt of which, you No 
pay eight rupees (twenty ſhillings); to the laſt, riding 
a gold mohr (forty ſhillings) : it is not, therefore, of th 
wonderful it ſhould be rendered a brilliant ſpec- Hoſp 


tacle. | ral pl 
5 | ; and ] 
I was alſo ſhewn, en paſſant, a tavern, called and 

the London Hotel; where entertainments are : 


furniſhed at the moderate price of a gold mohr a At 
head excluſive of the deflert and wines—two very trem 
, - expenſive articles indeed! for claret, notwith- nade 
ſtanding 


* 
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ſtanding its free conſumption, is in private fami- 
lies five rupees (twelve and ſixpence) a bottle. 
Of their deſſerts I ſhall ſpeak hereafter, 


t of 


1 


At the coffee-houſes your ſingle diſh of coffee 
coſts you a rupee (half. a- crown); which half 
crown, however, franks you to the peruſal of the 
Engliſh news-papers, which are regularly arranged 
on a file, as in London; together with the Cal- 
ms cutta Advertiſer, the Calcutta Chronicle, &c. &c. 
the and, for the honour of Calcutta, be it recorded, 

that the two laſt- named publications are, what 

the Engliſh prints formerly were, moral, amufing, 


Jo and intelligent. I wiſh, Arabella, you could turn 
oy this hint to profit ; but much fear, the frenzy of 
oof politics, and the fever of ſcandal, are- confirmed 
d diſeaſes, and, as ſuch, incurable. 

41 Nor is Calcutta unfurniſhed with Livery Stables, 
t, riding being much the faſhion at certain ſeaſons 


of the year. And I had a diſtant view of the 
Hoſpital, a building that deviates from the gene- 
ral plan of architecture, being three ſtories high z 
and I am told, it deſerves my particular notice 

and inſpection. | 


At the Old Fort, which is ſituated at. the ex- 
tremity of thoſe ſtreets terminated by the Eſpla- 
nade (I ſhudder to name it) are the ruins of the 

| | Black 


EF 
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Black Hole, where the no leſs memorable than 
tragical event took place in 1756 for, out of 
one hundred and forty-five Britiſh ſubjects, only 
twenty-three ſurvived the horrors of one night's 


impriſonment : amongſt thoſe ſaved, was Mr. 


Holwell, the Governor's chief ſervant, who has 


written a moſt affecting account thereof. The 


cauſe of this melancholy cataſtrophe was a quar- 
rel of the Nabob, or Mogul viceroy, Surajah 
Dowla, with the Company—who ſuddenly in- 
veſted Calcutta with a large body of black troops; 
the then Governor, and ſome of the other prin- 
cipal perſons, threw . themſelves and their chief 
effects on board the ſhips in the river; whilſt 
they who remained, for ſome hours bravely de- 
fended the place ; but, their ammunition being 
expended, were - compelled to ſurrender on tole- 
rably flattering terms. | 


The Soubah, a capricious and unfeeling tyrant, 
inſtead, however, of obſerving the capitulation, 
forced his priſoners into a ſecure hold, only about 
eighteen feet ſquare, and ſhut them in from al- 
molt all communication of free air. But. I draw 
a ſhade over miſeries I am unequal to paint; and 
will only add, that the ſeaſonable arrival of our 
countrymen, Lord Clive and Admiral Watſon, 
put the Engliſh once more (with ſome difficulty) 

. oy 


NAR T L T HO US x. 5 


in poſſeſſion of Calcutta; the. inſenſible Nabob, 
after plundering the place, having returned to his 
capital, under the perſuaſion that he had totally 
routed and ſubdued them; and the war was con- 
cluded by the battle of Plaſſey, as you may read 
in the Britiſh annals, won by Colonel Clive, and 
the death of Surajah Dowla; in whoſe ſtead 
Mhir Jaffier, one of his Generals, a friend to 
the Engliſh, was advanced to the Nabobſhip; 
and Calcutta flouriſhed more than ever, and be- 
came what we find it at this day. 


The Old Fort is now totally deſerted, and, ex- 
cept the church, has few buildings to boaſt z nor 
is its cuſtom otherwiſe occupied than by the land- 
ing of copper, Kc. &c. * the Company's ſer- 
vice. 


The recollection of what I have related, ſo af- 
fected my ſpirits, that I begged to return home; 
and, having committed my morning's excurſion 
to paper, ſhall endeavour to remember the con- 
cluding part of it no more. 


One very ſingular circumſtance at Calcutta is, 
Arabella, that there are no nurſeries in any of 
the 
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the houſes; nor does a child (with few excep- 
tions) make its appearance. | | 


Having made the obſervation upon repeated oc- 
_ eaſions (for you know I delight much in the com- 
pany of children) I could not forbear aſking Mrs. 
Hartly, how it came to paſs that no little folks had 
met my eyes ?—ſhe, ſmiling, replied (for ſhe is 
a ſweet, amiable woman) „ Suſpend your curio- 
ſity until to-morrow, and this myſtery ſhall be un- 
Tavelled.” Accordingly, at the uſual early time 
the enſuing morn, we ſet off in our palanquins 
on a journey, the motive of which I was not aware 
of; and ſoon arrived at a moſt romantic and beau- 
tiful ſpot, at about five miles diſtance from our 
place of reſidence; where, it was revealed to me, 
the infant part of the family (as is the cuſtom of 


the country) was ſituated; and I had the pleaſure My 
of making an inſtantaneous acquaintance with a exceec 
boy and girl lovely as cherubs, and innocent as faid fl 
lovely. | | you al 
them, 


Theſe retreats (which in England we ſhould in ſo 
know by the name of villas) are at Calcutta called 
Bungilat, and poſſeſs all the charms and beauties a th: 
of rural exiſtence. The deſcription of one of call a 
them, however, will ſerve for all, with only the head, 


neceflary now 


8 
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neceſſary and natural abatements, fortune, taſte, 
and liberality, produce in every inſtance. 


Hartly Bungilo conſiſts of a ſuite of apartments 
on a ground floor, with a thatched roof and ve- 
Mrs. randas, and ſtands in the centre of a garden, I 
had am wholly at a loſs to deſcribe to you. Imagine, 
e is Biftherefore, to. yourſelf a ſpot, adorned with all 
rio- Bl the choiceſt flowers with which you are acquaint- 
un- Bcd, formed into eſpaliers, and encircling the fair» 


d oc- 
com- 


me ill eſt parterre your eyes ever beheld ; with receſſes, 
ins ſuch as queen Dido would have admired, and 
are temples the Graces might not diſdain to viſit; 
au- with, moreqper, a ſpacious tank or fiſh-pond at 
ur certain diſtances every footſtep appearing fairy 
* ground, and every breeze perfume. 

0 


os My ſurprize and pleaſure diverted Mrs. Hartly 


exceedingly.—“ Take my advice another time,” 
faid ſhe; „ and, inſtead of enquiring into things 
you are unacquainted with, endeavour to behold 
them, and judge for yourſelf.” Had I told you, 
in ſo many words, that my little boy and girl 
were, with whatever ſuitable attendance, living in' 
a thatched houſe, whilſt I occupied what you 


n 
4 
s 
J 


head, and changed your opinion of a woman you 
| now profeſs to eſteem ?—whereas, beholding them 
lodged 


| 
| 
| 
: 
. 
| 
| 


call a palace—wauld you not have ſhook your 


—— nd N 
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| lodged in the boſom of free air and tranquillity, 
jeſſamine and roſes forming their bed, and peace 
and joy their pillow—will you not own, that mo- 
chers at Calcutta have their children's happy con- 
dition as much at heart, as in a country, where, 
at the top of the houſe, they are truſted to the 
care of mere hirelings, and much farther Femov- 5 
ed from the maternal ſuperintendence than in our {Mmoſt tr: 
bungilos; though thoſe bungilos are under the ¶ world : 
regulation. of well-educated and well-principled quin, 
gentlewomen, whoſe time and talents are devoted, ¶ all the 
in return for a handſome ſtipend, to their ſervice ¶ brough 


and benefit. an ack 

| " effuſio! 

I had no reply ready; therefore only preſſed IM able tc 
her hand, in ſilent approbation : but ſhe is diſ- 

cernment at all points, and every movement is to It is 

her 3 the ſo 

| Engla 


Tell me, my dear girl, if you can, why the WE havin 
genuine delight of converſing with children is fo centu 
ſeldom ſought for ?---To me, next to angels, I know 
love and revere them. The dawnings of their gethe 


reaſon are confidered by me as ſo many emana- ſuch 
tions of the Divinity, and their artleſs turns of thers 
fancy the moſt rational of human entertain- Iy, t 
ments. | man' 

5 1 


NM 
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My little new friends had not been five minutes 
preſented to me before they found out the weak | 
ide of my character; and, having won me, to 
ll intents and purpoſes, to their wiſhes, engaged. 
me by a ſolemn promiſe (which I will actually par- 
Worm) to viſit them every morning I can contrive 
to ſteal from the company at Hartly-Houſe.— But 
moſt tranfient are our pleaſurable. moments in this 
world: I was ſummoned to re-aſcend my palan- 
quin, at the end of two hours, (the fleeteſt of 
all the hours I had ſpent at Calcutta) and was 
brought home with the actual loſs of my heart— 
an acknowledgment that gave riſe to innumerable 
effuſions of Eaſtern gallantry, wholly unaccept- 
able to me, and, as ſuch, wholly diſregarded. 


It is uſual, it ſeems, at a certain age, to ſend 
the ſons and daughters of this golden world to 
England for education; but great improvements 
having been made, during this laſt quarter of a 
century, in Every branch of polite and valuable 
knowledge, among the Calcuttonians, this, to- 
gether with the terrors of the ocean, which await 
ſuch infant fugitives, has induced many fond fa- 
thers and mothers, as well as Mr. and Mrs. Hart- 
1y, to make it worth an accompliſhed Engliſhwo- 
man's while to form their manners, &c. &c. under 

the parental auſpices. The gouvernante at Hartly 
17 | Bungilo, 
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Bungilo, who comes preciſely under this deſcrip- 
tion, is the widow of a clergyman— has a pleaſing 
perſon, and a well- ſtored mind and was pre- 
vailed upon to make the voyage on the conſidera- 
tion of 250 gold mohrs (500 pounds) to be paid 
to her on her arrival; where ſhe lives with as 
much diſcretion as elegance, and is eſteemed and 
honoured by all who know her. r 
me Hs - 

A large bouquet (every flower of which, by ap- 
pearing more beautiful than the laſt noticed, I 
had ſelected from the multitude) was ordered to 
be carried for mg to Calcutta, Nature is here 
laviſh of her moſt beautiful productions; and ſo — 
peculiarly attentive to gratify the eye and the 
ſcent, that it is impoſſible to bring the iſland of 
your exiſtence into the ſmalleſt competition with 

the air I now breathe, or the objects I behold— 
a great denial, you will perceive, to the unceaſ- 
ing remembrance of you, I have ſo repeatedly 
aſſured you of; as a healer for which breach of 
faith and truth, I have hit upon a propoſal, that, 
if you are human, muſt have attraction for you. — 
The Nabob, Arabella, a young ſmart fellow, lives 
but at the diſtance of four miles from Hartly 
- Houſe, He has, it is true, ſeveral wives already; 
but you ſhall be his wife of wives; and as for his 
copper complexion, you are tos wiſe to make that 
an 


an objection.— Come then, and dwell only a ſhort 


time with us—let him behold your face, and have , 


a few opportunities of diſcovering the perfections 
of your temper, and he will think no price too 


high to purchaſe your friendſhip and affection. 1 


ſhould rejoice to ſee you a Nabobeſs, that you may 
ſurpaſs me as much in rank, as you ſurpaſs me in 
every perſonal and mental accompliſhment. But 
you are ſo ſentimental, there is no dealing with 


you; and I expect, in the lines of your beloved 


Young, I ſhall be aſked, by way of anſwer to my 
wild queſtion, 


Can wealth give happineſs )—look round and fen 
What gay diſtreſs, what ſplendid miſery ! 


which is ſo truly Engliſh, there is no ſtanding ; 
I therefore haſten to conclude myſelf, 


Yours, &c. &c. 


8. G. 


LZ T. 


1 4g nr Hops 


9 


I +: 0 


LETTER X. 


„ 
X 


Tar manners of the ladies at Calcutta are 
ſome what contradictory - now all ſoftneſs and fe- 
mininity, and now all courage and reſolution; as 
you ſhall hear: 9 


They take a particular pleaſure, on the one 
hand, in obliging and informing ſtrangers 
melt into tears at every tale of ſorrow-and 
ſweetly ſympathize with thoſe whoſe ſoirits are de- 
preſſed; on the other hand, you behold them ſo 
little attentive to female decorum, and ſo fearleſs 
of danger, that a ſcarlet riding dreſs, which gives 
them moſt the appearance of the other ſex, en- 


raptures them—and, to drive a phaeton and pair 


with a vivacity, a degagement, or whatever may 
be the proper epithet, to mark their {kill and un- 
ooncern, in the midſt of numberleſs ſpectators, 
is their delight ; whilſt I, on beholding every ſuch 
exhibition, ſlay, with Dr. Young, 
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— dJuch charioteers as theſe a 
May drive ſix harneſs'd 83 if they pleaſe. 


for, to characterize them completely in your gaght, 
I muſt add, that the ladies of gaiety and ten al- 
ways make a point, on theſe occaſions, of having 
a gentleman companion, who lolls at his eaſe ; 
the office of managing the reins, &c. &c. being 
wholly aſſumed by the lady. I wiſh, nevertheleſs, 
you could ſee theſe phaeton enterpriſers; for their 
attendance and, accompaniments are in the high 
ſtyle of Eaſtern etiquette.. A ſervant, in the 
dreſs I have heretofore repeatedly deſcribed, runs 
on each ſide the horſes, with long-handled flap- 
pers in their hands, ſometimes holding by their 
manes, and ſometimes at a little diſtance; and the 
effect is both ſtriking and pleaſing. The phaetons 
are Engliſh built, and ornamented with all the 
taſte that country can boaſt, and all the expence 
the Aſiatics are forward to incur, for their ex- 
terior importance the horſes finely and ſplen- 
didly ſet out, with ſilver nets to guard their necks 
from inſects, and reins elegantly decorated; 
and, to finiſh the whole, a kitteſaw is ſuſpended, 
not unfrequently, over the lady's head—which 
gives her the true — * of appear- 
ance. 


E | Lady 
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Lady C——m——rs,, who, by the way, is 
one of the examples the unions which here 
take place (I mean as to the diſparity of age) is 
one of the moſt celebrated on this faſhionable 
liſt; and, for attendant beaux, both as to ſmart- 
. neſs and variety, yields to no one. 


Mrs. Hartly is, however, quite another order of 
beings, and, like myſelf, is the daughter of an 
Faſt India captain, but conveyed by her father to 
Calcutta much earlier in life;—ſhe has, there- 
fore, or at leaſt I imagine fo, imbibed all, their 
amiable prejudices, and thinks matrimony the 
duty of every young woman, who meets with an 
offer ſhe cannot diſapprove for ſhe perſuades 
.herſelf, and, perhaps, on experience, that eſteem 
is the beſt baſis. of affection, and beſt: ſecurity for 
our rejoicing in the choice we make; for what is 
called love (a propenſity to approve, without the 
ſanction of reaſon or the pauſe of ſentiment) ſhe 
affirms, blinds the underſtanding, and cauſes us 
to reſt ſatisfied with pleaſing. manners, with too 
little attention to moral rectitude; an error in 
judgment, and a ſelſ-deſertion, ſhe aflerts, we 
ſinart under to the lateſt moment of our exiſt- 
ence.—TI am, nevertheleſs, unconvinced, and un- 
. converted. 
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She is, however, perfectly free from thoſe 
traits of affectation which are ſo generally con- 
ſpicuous in a flattered woman, (and flattery at 
Calcutta is, literally ſpeaking, our daily bread) 
has a cultivated underſtanding, and a feelieg 
heart, and is at once the honour and happineſs of 
her huſband ; my beloved mother, morcover, ex- 
pired in her friendly arms: judge, then, if ſhe is 
not dear to me But theſe are the very things 
that conſtitute my danger; for I know, though 
ſhe knows it not, that without a congeniality of 
taſte, of ſentiment, of vivacity, and of ſeriouſ- 
neſs, there is no chance of felicity for me as a 
In a word, Arabella, my father is the 
model of him J can ever love, or ever with to 
unite my deſtiny with; and, until I meet with 
this rara avis (for well you know the treaſures of 
his head, the treaſures of his heart, and moſt 
agreeable perſon) I am determined to remain, 


LETT ES 
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I AM half frantic with delight —A review, Ara- 
bella What Engliſh female heart vibrates not at 
the bare mention of a review ?—Weareto dine in the 
New Fort, at the commanding officer's, (the Fort 
Major) whoſe houſe is ſituated within its circum- 
ference; and it is deemed one of the fineſt forts 
in the world, has a chain acroſs the river, to ſe- 
cure the harbour from invaſion, covers near five 
miles of ground, and has the n charms of 
A garriſon. 


This fort, which was erected by the Eaſt 
India Company, at an immenſe expence, is, I 
find, the nurſery for forming and diſciplining the 
troops from England; and it is with pleaſure I 


am enabled to aſſure you, that they are provided 


for in an ample manner, when in garriſon, and 
kindly treated; which, in fact, is very different 
to the notions entertained, and the opinions cir- 
culated, in England. —<It is true, that, when 

3 called 
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called forth into the field, their duty is not eaſily 
performed, the intenſe heat of the climate being 
hard to ſupport; but, in order to throw in every 
poſſible ſoftening, their pay is augmented to 
twelve rupees (forty ſhillings) a month, which 
augmentation is called Batta-money. And as a 
proof of the advantages held out to them, one ob 
theſe common ſoldiers, who was ſhewn to me a 
few days before he embarked, left India with 
ſeven hundred pounds of his own acquiring, for 
England !-—Yet it is doubtful whether he will re- 
main there or not; for few re-viſit their native 
country, who do not, after a ſhort period, re- 
enter the Eaſt India ſervice. 


The barracks, I am. informed, are very ſine, 
of courſe the men are comfortably lodged ; and, 
as it is the intereſt, ſo it is obviouſly the deſire of 
the Company, to keep them neat in their lodg- 
ing, their perſons, and their feeding, (death and 
dirt being ſynonymous in this climate) the laſt is 
therefore diligently guarded againſt, to prevent 
the dire ravages of the firſt. 


The garriſon conſiſts, you muſt underſtand, 
almoſt ſolely of the Company's troops, the Go- 
vernment forces being ſeldom quartered there, — 
Theſe ſoldiery are, however, held in high reſ- 


pect, 
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pect, and form a regular guard of centinels at the 

Governor's and the other great officers houſes, 
and alſo patrole the ſtreets, as members of the 
police, to clear them of ſuch nuiſances as they 
would otherwiſe be liable to, and particularly 
from ſailors, when in a ſtate of inebriety; and 
over this part of the military a Town Major pre- 
ſides, who belongs to the Company, and is the 
regulating officer, or _ intendant, on all 
occaſions. | 


Near the fort is the hoſpital I have already 
mentioned, erected for the reception of all in- 
diſpoſed perſons, from whatever cauſe ; through- 
out which, the wards or chambers are ſo neat 
and 05; that wretchedneſs repoſes, 
and malady t to flight.—It is lighted and 
cooled by tenet and every poſlible means are 
adopted to procure the free circulation of air, 
&c. &c. and it is allowed, by all who have ſeen it, 
to be ſuperior to every thing under that appel- 
lation in the univerſe : nor could I forbear on 
viewing it, exclaiming, 


Theſe are imperial works, and worthy kings. 


I was, however, informed immediately, by one , 


preſent, of the ſource and nature of its eſtabliſh- 
ment; and find it was built by the united con- 


tributions of the Europeans of Calcutta, and the 
C 4 / Com- 
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Company. Ves, Arabella, this bleſſed aſylum 
originates from commerce, and owes its ſupport 
ſolely to commerce and obſerve, ſo charmed 
am I with the benevolence and the liberality of its 
inſtitution, that, ſhould I ever have an unwieldy 
fortune to leave behind me, the only hoſpital 
I will endow with it, ſhall be the Hoſpital. of 
Calcutta. But I am unable to impreſs you with 
the pleaſurable ſenſations I enjoyed, on being an 


Ria LY EPS 


eye-witneſs of this invaluable place of refuge and 
accommodation for my diſeaſed fellow creatures 


and fellow-countrymen. 


To gain admiſſion into the hoſpital of Cal-- 


cutta, there is no other intereſt or recommen- 


dation neceflary, than being an European, and 


deprived of health. Moreover, men of honour 


and humanity, tender of the lives of thoſe re- 
ceived under their care, and tenacious of the juſt - 
application of their ſubſcription-money, are its 


viſitants and ſuperintendants; no experiments can 
therefore be tried, at the hazard of a+ worthy, 
2 humble individual's ſafety; no harpy 
keepers can grind the face of the patients, or riot 
in plenty, whilſt they are expiring from wretched- 
neſs and neglect; nor is a ſingle nurſe continued, 
that fails to perform the duties of her engage- 
ment : and the manifold reſtored patients prove 
5 the 
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the utility and the benevolence of the inſti- 
tution. 


I bluſh, Arabella, to feel, that all I have writ- 
ten, as I have it from my father's aſſertion, is an 
impeachment of the cuſtoms (in this inſtance) 
in my native country; and it would be god-like 
in you to promote new and ſalutary regulations, 


by publiſhing ſo noble an example as I have thus 
ſet before you. 


I am ſo ſtruck with theſe. matters, that I can- 
not forbear making them the frequent ſubjects of 
my converſation ; extolling the country I now re- 
ſide in, and ſighing for the diſgraces of the coun- 
try I have quitted ; and, could you but behold the 
fixed attention of my auditors, you would ſmile : 
but, in the paſtoral language of Shenftone, 


They love me the more when they hear 
Such tenderneſs fall from my tongue, 


I was prevailed upon to be miſtreſs of a phaeton 


in this excurſion ; but ſo cutrs ſhould I have ex- 

hibited myſelf, that I intreated my father would 
let me drive him. This was not granted. An 
exchange was, however, ſettled, that was equally 
to my ſatisfaction; for Mrs. Hartly took my fa- 
75 ther 
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ther with her, and I had her huſband for my ci- | 
ciſbeo——O Arabella! if you knew half Mr. 
Hartly's virtues—filial, conjugal, paternal, uni- 
verſal—you would riſe up and ſay, this is a man 
worthy—worthy female reſpect, worthy maſcu- 
line celebrity; yet does he appear perfectly un- 
conſcious of his own merit, and is the firſt to 
praiſe, and the laſt to condemn, every perſon 
living that is mentioned before him. I think I - 
muſt devote one entire letter to his hiſtory, not- 
withſtanding ſubject- matter flows in upon me ſo 
rapidly, that I am at a loſs what to give- the pre- 
ference to. I am, indeed, aware, that the co- 
lour of my own mind is apt to bias my choice; 
and that I rather entertain you with what intereſts 
my feelings, or flatters my fancy, than ſuch par- 
ticulars as may be beſt entitled to your peruſal; — 
it is an error I will endeavour to correct, when I 
next give myſelf an opportunity of aſſuring you, 
that I am, , 


Your's, &c. 
S. G. 


E 5 LETTER 
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LETTER XI. 


Tur party to-day was brilliant—all that pomp 
and ſplendor could do, was done, to conceal the 
ravages of burning ſuns; and never were military 
gentlemen more animated, more obſequious, or 
eamp more delightful; but Mars in the Eaſt, like 
Hercules at the court of Omphale, has more gal- 
Untry than hoſtility about him. 


Between Chitpore, the Nabob's houſe, and the 
Fort, at a place called Bugee Bugee, a perpetual 
encampment, in terrorem, I imagine, is kept up, 
to prevent any fatal ſurprize for the future; and a 
very pretty appearance it makes; but you will, 
no doubt, as it is ſituated in the very neighbour- 
hood, hear more of it in future; for the review, 
ot which I have been ſo happy a ſpectator, is quite 
a diſtinct and ſeparate entertainment. 


The troops performed. all their evolutions with 
equal credit to themſelves and their commanders : 
nevertheleſs, from my acquaintance with the gen- 

tlemen, 
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tlemen, &c. &c. the whole diſplay had, to me, 
more of a public ſhew, calculated to pleaſe the la- 
dies, than to alarm tlie enemies of the Company 
by their ſkilful maneeuvrings; for which gay and 
giddy idea I beg the gentlemen's pardon—and very 
candidly acknowledge, that though their great 
complaiſance has removed every idea of terror from 
my mind, yet the utility of theſe reviews may be 
very great; for (beſides keeping the ſoldiers in 
practice) the minds they are intended to influence 
behold them in a quite different light, and trem- 


ble at the idea of their proweſs, 


We had a ſuperb gala at the Fort Major's; who 
is ſo agreeable a man, Arabella, that I detected 
myſelf in the act of enquiring, whether he. was 
married or ſingle. His lady, however, very op- 
portunely appeared, to ſave my credit, and re- 
concile me to myſelf; for ſhe evidently merited 
and engaged my entire approbation, without any 
alloy. 


She made me many pretty compliments; and, 
whilſt I beheld her, and liſtened to her, I became 
impatient to know whether ſhe had a little family 
or not (for it is my wiſh to be acquainted with all 
the children at Calcutta), and I have obtained her 
promiſe to introduce me at her Bungilo in a ſhort 


time, 
Jam 
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lam told, this paſſion for the ſociety of mw 
dren is the characteriſtic of an unvitiated taſte : 


may be ſo; but of this I am certain, that the po- 
"liteneſs of the people of Calcutta is ſuch, that what 
is not vice, they will exalt into virtue; and what 


1s, they will melt down, by their charitable report, 
into error and misfortune. 


- You can have no notion of the nonchalance and 
degagement with which I conducted myſelf through 


the day; but you will recollect, that women, who 


are accuſtomed to live with a multitude. of men, 
acquire a mode/? aſſurance (let me call it) private 
education cannot beſtow. —Friendſhip and reſpect 
are the ſentiments reciprocally profeſſed, and chear- 
fulneſs-and joy the univerfal objects : therefore, 


"thoſe who can do the kindeſt, or fay the pleaſant- 


eſt things, are unqueſtionably the moſt eſteemed 
companions z for Othello's liberal-mindedneſs 
ſeems to prevail throughout (at leaſt) all my agree- 
able connections, 


+ * Tis not to make me jcalous, to ſay my wife is fair, loves 
« company, ſings, dances well, &c. &c.; for, where vir- 


« tue is, theſe are moſt virtuous.” 
» 


I am ſenſible I am not correct in my quotation z 
but a viſit to your library will enable you to read 


it at large, for both your inſtruction and amuſe- 
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But, inſtead of ending this letter en militaire, as 
was my intention, I muſt touch upon a circum- 
ſtance that I advert to with a ſigh.— In my (dear, 
I had almoſt called it) native country, exiftence is 
pleaſing far beyond the period at which it becomes 
painful here; the early maturity of the natives 
leading down to early decay; inſomuch, that you 
would be ſhocked to behold a woman of thirty; 
for her appearance, Arabella, is equal, in infir- 
mity and wrinkles, at leaſt, to the oldeſt-looking 
woman in England at three-ſcore. Both ſexes 
marry young, have families, decline, depart, and 
are remembered only in their off- ſpring Not ſo 
the Europeans, even at Calcutta—having received 
their birth in the happy zone of your reſidence, 
Arabella, their nerves are much ſtronger ſtrung z 
their youth, moreover, is paſſed under the ſame 
healthful meridian, which enables them to endure 
the Eaſtern ſun, for ten or twelve years of their 
mid-life, with tolerable ſatisfaction ; and their 
days are lengthened into old-age by their return to 
Britain, —But we will quit this melancholy de of 


the proſpect, if Po for ever. 


The Nabob, I need not tell you, is merely a 
viceroy to the Mogul, in like manner with your 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and the repreſentative 


of his moſt ſublime maſter. Formerly his reſi- 


dence 
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dence was at a diſtance from Calcutta, and his in- 
tercourfe with the Europeans reſtricted to embaſ- 
ſies ; but now his palace of Chitpore / for well does 
it deſerve the name of a palace) is only four miles, 
as I have already told you, from Hartly Houſe; 
and on ſuch friendly terms does he live with the 
military gentlemen, that he gives them entertain- 
ments of dinners, fire-works, &c. &c. at an im- 
menſe expence; but always eats alone, according 
to the cuſtoms of the Aſiatic Mahometans, ſeated 
on the ground, which is overſpread by ſuperb car- 
pets {by the way, the only carpets I have heard of 
in India—the fine matting being, for coolneſs, 
ſubſtituted in their place); and, what will ſur- 
priſe you, is, that the captain or commanding of- 
ficer. of the Nabob's guards, which conſiſt of a 
whole battalion of black troops, is an Engliſhman, 
ayounger brother of an ennobled family, and who 
paid 80,000). (acquired in this world of wealth) 
for the appointment. 


The uniform of this battalion is the ſame worn 
by the Company's troops—red turned up with 
white,—with turbans to diſtinguiſh the diviſions 
thereof. 


The exterior of Chitpore in ſome degree be- 
PO the grandeur of its owner; but I am in- 
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formed few things exceed the magnificence of its 
interior architecture and ornaments. The apart- 
ments are immenſe—the baths elegant—and the 
ſeraglio, though a private one, fuitable, in every 
particular, to the reft of the building: nor muſt 
the gardens be uninentioned ; for they not only co- 
ver a wide extent of ground, but are furniſhed 
with all the beauties and perfumes of the vegetable 
kingdom. When he rides out, a detachment of 
his black troops attend him ;—and obſerve, Ara- 
bella, the Nabob Salam (the word for compliment 


| from his ſoldiers) is a moſt graceful application of 


the back part of the hand to the front of the tur- 
ban, with a flight bend of the head. 


But I ſhould tell you, all perſons of any rank 
have, in addition to the ſervants I have deſcribed, 
a Salam-bearer ; and the note or card, containing 
compliments of whatever kind, is called a Chi : 
—Nor is there a morning that my toilet is nat co- 
vered with Salams and Chits, to the no {mall grati- 
fication of my pride, and ſupport of my conſe- 
quence. ; 


Billiards are much played at Calcutta——a 
game well adapted, in my opinion, to the conve- 
nience of the country it requiring no great 
exertions of either body or mind; but I re- 

tract 
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ver, even to endangering the life of the parties.— 
In private families, the billiard is a kind of ſtate- 
room. At the coffee-houſes, you are accommo- 
dated with tables and attendants for eight anas, or 
half rupees, by 'candle-light, or fix by day-light, 
a certain number of hours - every coffee-houſe 
having at leaſt two tables: ſo that men of ſpirit 
have as many faſhionable opportunities of ruining 
themſelves here, as you Europeans can boaſt. 1 
lament this abuſe of underſtanding ; but faſhionable 
vices are the hardeſt of all others to eradicate; 


and, that it will ever become faſhionable to be mo- 


ral or well-judging, I have my doubts and appre- 
henſtons. You, my dear girl, are a bleſſed ex- 
ception. I have friends around me, at this mo- 
ment, that are your counterpart, and models of all 
that is good or great in the human charatter, —— 
I haye written myſelf into the ſpleen, and will 
therefore bid you good night. 


— —— — =O 


I HAVE told you, here are livery-ſtables. I 
now add, that horſes are cheap at Calcutta; and, 
what you would little expect to hear of, racers are 


bred for the turf, 
'The 


tract that opinion on the inſtant ; for the ſums 
won and loſt muſt keep the blood in a perpetual fe. 
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The race-ground is a diſtinct part of the Eſpla- 
nade; and the horſes that run for a ſubſeription- 
plate, as in England, are fed, they inform me, 
with meal, as you Engliſh feed pigeons; and I 
{hall ſoon have it in my power to give you a com- 


g © plete deſcription of this amuſement in the Eaſt, as 
« . the annual period is now not far diſtant, 

ouſe | 
4 ; * I have reſumed my pen; for Mr. Hartly and 
Ty my father are not, I find, yet returned from 
* ſpending the evening at the governor's ;—and 
ale 


though palanquins are ſafe conveyances, and their 
company numerous, I muſt hear they are come 
home before I attempt to repoſe for the night, or, 
more properly, morning; for it is now more than 
half after three, 


. Palanquins are, indeed, ſuch ſtate appendages, 
that, if a gentleman at Calcutta (which is fre- 
quently the cafe) chuſes to walk when on a viſiting 
party, his palanquin muſt follow him in the fame 
form, in every particular, as if he himſelf was 
within; a departure therefrom being deemed a ſo- 


1 leciſm in polite etiquette. 
d 7 
2 Bleſs me ! what do I hear? Drums and muſi- 


cal inſtruments and the ſtreets are ſuddenly il- 


luminated. What can it mean ?—Mrs. Hartly is, 
e however 3 


go HARTLY 
however, at my dooe'; and 1 may, perhaps, have 
it in my power, before I conclude, to make 
amends for this very dull epiſtle. 


HOUSE. 


— — 


A Gentoo marriage proceſſion, Arabella, and 
an extreme pretty one too, was the novelty my 
ever - attentive friend to my amuſement, Mrs. 

Hartly, called upon me to be a ſpectator of, 


The bride was carried in an elegant palanquin 
(Did I ever tell you the difference between a lady's 
and a gentleman's palanquin ? I believe not) with 
taſſels of immenſe finery (the diſtinguiſhing deco- 
ration for ladies) and near forty couple of men pre- 
ceding, and an equal number following it ; with 
wreaths of flowers beautifully fancied, and lights 
. without number, After which came the bride- 


groom in his palanquin alſo, with great ceremony, 


and as many attendants as his bride; but not one 
woman, except herſelf, in the whole proceſſion, 


The muſicians played the moſt lively tunes ima- 
ginable, and the company danced in pairs as they 
paſſed along, making uſe .of the wreaths with 
nearly as much taſte and good effect as the figure- 
dancers in your London theatresz and in this 
manner 
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manner they proceed, it ſeems, through the whole 
town —the Gentoos, and their Padras (the Bras 
mins) living all around it. | 


They live, Arabella, (except From the auſteri- 
ties, in ſome inſtances, in their religion) the moſt 
inoffenſively and happily of all created beings — 
their Pythagorean tenets teaching them, from their 
earlieſt infancy, the leſſon of kindneſs and benevo- 
lence z nor do they intentionally hurt any living 
thing: from their temperance they derive health, 
and from the regulation of their paſſions, content= 
ment; and come immediately under that deſcrip- | 
tion of Pope. 


They aſk no angel's wings, no ſeraph's fire 
But think, admitted to their native ſky, 
Their faithful dog ſhall bear them company. 


1 ſhall, however, make it my buſineſs, now 
my curioſity is awakened and intereſted, to learn 
all poſſible intelligence of a people ſo peculiar, and 
ſo diſtin&t from the reſt of the world—and one 
door of knowledge can be eaſily opened upon me; 
for the Sekars are all Gentoos (kind of brokers) 
under whoſe care the Eaſt India captains put their 
merchandize, and who fix the rates of purchaſe 
according to the ebbs and flows of the ſupplies in- 
truſted to their ſuperintendence; and many of 
them amaſs large fortunes. Their profits are eſta» 

bliſhed, 
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liſhed, and their faith unimpeached; and they 
are found ſo neceſſary, that it is impoſſible to dil. 
poſe of European goods without their aſſiſtance or 
notice: moreover, any of the Company's ſervants 
who arrive in the India ſhips, and bring property 
with them, on application to a Sekar, are furniſh- 
ed with whatever money they ſtand in need cf, 
without bond or other legal ſecurity ; for a breach 
of moral rectitude on the part of the borrower 
would be productive of indelible diſgrace and per- 
ſonal danger—the Company protecting theſe Gen- 
doo brokers, notaries, or factors, in all their law- 
ful rights. 


My father, you know, is that ſort of man, who 
ſteals the love of all who know him; accordingly, 
his Sekar, though a Gentoo, and though ſuch 
intercourſe is unuſual, has attached himſelf to his 


employer by the heart-felt ties of friendſhip and 


affection— walks in and out of Hartly Houſe at 
pleaſure—and eonverſes by ſigns with me, with 
many marks of high approbation, He has more- 
over, I find, a relation that is a young Bramin ; 
and {ſhall I own to you a moſt extravagant piece of 
vanity, which has recently ſprung up in my mind?) 
an admirer, Arabella, of his character would be to 
me a proof of my attractions I ſhould be proud of. 


I will 
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I will tell Mrs. Hartly my whim, and engage 
his relation to introduce him. The compliments 
I at preſent receive, are all of the common-: place 
kind, and may with equal propriety be addreſſed 
to any ſiſter female; but to pleaſe a Bramin I muſt 
have perfeCtions of the mental ſort, little inferior 
to the purity and the benignity of angels :—in a 
word, my good diſpoſitions would be cultivated 
and brought forward by ſuch an acquaintance, 
and my bad ones corrected ; and, as celibacy is 
their engagement, the ſoul would be the only ob- 
ject of attachment and admiration. 


You will, I ſuppoſe, conclude, flattery has 
turned my head; but, to be ſerious, it would de- 
light-my peculiar taſte to converſe with beings of 
ſo ſuperior an .order, and to become an humble 
copy of their exemplary and beautiful ſimplicity. 


What a tranſition !—but it is not my fault; for 
my father, on coming home, told me, as an 
agreeable piece of news, that the theatre will open 
next week—and I rejoiced beyond meaſure to 
hear it. 


Though, you muſt underſtand, the ſtage at 
Calcutta is under regulations which Britain has 


renounced ; for there are no female performers; 
and 
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—and I could moſt heartily wiſh that this reproach 

of morality could be done away-in England. . The 
cuſtom, you know, i is foreign, and alone i import. 
ed by the poliſhed Charles, on his return from ex. 
ile in foreign lands; and you will not attempt, 1 
-am perſuaded, to deny that this fatal change in 
theatrical politics has rendered the-playHouſes ſo 
many nurſeries of vice, or public ſeraglios far more 
cenſurable and licentious than any the Eaſtern 
world contains ;—for the difficulty here is for any 
male individual (except their owner) to get into 
them ; whereas, in your metropolis, every noc- 
turnal exhibition, of even the moſt ſentimental 
drama, is an advertiſement where gentlemen, on 
certain conditions; may be accommodated with a 
temporary companion—and I bluſh to recollect 
the incompatibility thereof with delicacy and pro- 
priety.—But I will tell you more of my mind on 
this ſubject, when I have ſeen with what effect 
dreſs can bring forth (as ladies) the ſmart young 
fellows of Calcutta, on theatrical ground. 


5 


What a miſtake did I fall into, when I imagined, 
that one day ſpent in domeſtic luxury would be a 
picture of all the fucceeding ones I ſhould pals! 


Amuſement is varied with every varying ſeaſon 
of _ year, except the months when the hot 2vinds 
(what 


for! 


— 
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(what a paradox] yet is it a reality) annoy this coaſt, 
and the rude hand of ſickneſs interrupts every 
ſcheme of pleaſure z inſomuch that, to guard your 
own life at every avenue, and fortify your mind 
againſt the wounds it muſt ſuſtain in the perſons 
of your dying friends, is the whole employment. 


Heaven! how equal is thy bounty, and thy 
goodneſs to the children of men !—The ſcenes I 
now participate would be too highly fraught with 
felicity, untempered by the ravages of diſeaſe, and 
the diſtreſſes of heat; for, at the ſeaſons I have 
mentioned, 


in blazing height of noon, 

The ſun, oppreſs'd, is plung'd in thickeſt gloom : 
Still horror reigns, a dreary twilight round 

Of ſtruggling night and day, malignant mix'd ; 

For, to the hot equator crowding faſt, 

Where, highly rarefied, the yielding air 

Admits their ſteam, inceſſant vapours roll. 


* 


Whereas, in your ſoft climate, Arabella, ſuch are 
your humble tables and humble pleaſures, that all 
the tranſports of animation and of magnificence 
are unknown to you, and you creep through one 
dull track from infancy to age. 


Adieu! adieu !—There is an oriental effuſion 
for you! begun, I perceive, with too much 


Aauly 


— 
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jemnity for the turn I have given it; —but I muſt 
either be painfully ſerious, or idly gay, when! 
remember the days that are gone —days ſpent in 
the moſt rational delights—and in company with 
my (to me) loſt Arabella. ; 
Your's, &c. 
9. G, 
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LETTER Un. 


Ox the race- ground, Arabella, (at a diſtance 


from the immediate track of the courſes, you will 


conceive) are two trees ſituated, whoſe ſpreading 
branches afford -the moſt delightful ſhade, and un- 
der which I had it in contemplation to have voted 
for the erection of a temple. 


But, behold ! on mentioning them in terms of 


admiration, I, was, to my furprize, told, they, 


were called the Trees of Deſtruction—and with 


great propriety, you will allow, when I add, that 
all the duels (which are not few ir in this country} | 


are fought under them. 


Duels at Calcutta my nature revolts at the 


idea ls not the angel of Death, then, ſufficient- 


ly induſtrious in reducing the human race, that 
the arm of friend ſhould be uplifted againſt friend 
(which I underſtand is the caſe) on as trivial pro- 
vocation as in England, where the bills of morta- 
lity are ſo thinly filled? 


But, Arabella, (for T will be gay, in my own 
defence, on even the graveſt ſubjects) is it not a 
F moſt 


/ 
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moſt mortifying abatement of my conſequence, 
that theſe charms of mine have not yet ſent two 
deſpairing, two paſſionate, or two any ſpecies of 
contending lovers and rivals, to die by the hands 
of each other, under- theſe ſame trees, in my 
name ? 


Nay, ſo far am I from having occaſioned a ſin- 
gle duel, that I never ſuſpected this convivial peo- 
ple of the bare idea of ſuch a thing.—I muſt ſet to 


work, and, if poſſible, get at the knowledge of ſo 


extraordinary a circumſtance ; for I ſhould ſup- 
poſe with Addiſon, (from all I have ſeen of their 


- gallantry and their admiration) that, if they muſt 
quarrel, they would think nothing worth quarrel- 


ling about, except a fine woman ;—and ſhould it 
prove, {as that nevertheleſs favourite writer of 
mine affirms) “ that there is no quarrel without 
woman in it,“ I ſhall be afhamed of my own in- 
Lignificance, and break with all my male acquain- 


tance for their light eſtimation of me. 


Tf duelling is, as I am aſſured, the faſhionable \ 
propenſity, I ſhudder to think what dire ills 2 


young and beautiful coquet might cauſe in this 
land !—But, for the peace of ſociety, coquetry is 


Practiſed at Calcutta in a new ſtyle ; for the hand- 
dome young women (except myſelf, Arabella) arc 


all 
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all wives; and their adorers, you will perceive, 
ould not, with any decent pretext, cut each 
other's throats; and few huſbands are diſturbed 
it the innocent freedoms of either manner or con- 
verſation in their cara Haar. | 


having caſt the eye of defire upon Chitpore, you 


the queſtion) but I could raiſe a little army to op- 
poſe and combat ſuch Europeans, at all points, as 

were capable of advancing your honour and glory 
at my expence.— And thus have I outlived the li- 
berality of which my former letters brought you ſo 
ſtriking a proof: but Chitpore was then unknown 


ever I pleaſe—and who can tell wane dignities are 


deſtined for . 
Your s &c. 


1. E T. 


You ſhall not, however, with that face of your's, 
come among us, until I am diſpoſed of; for, 
though I am harmleſs where I have no competitor, _ 


would find mea formidable rival ;—nor do I doubt 
(though tilting with the Nabob would be out of 


to me, and the Nabob, in appearance, out of my, 
reach; whereas now I can throw out a lure when- 


%. 
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LETTER Xv. 


Tam this evening, Arabella, invited to a con- 
cert at the Governor's, of gentlemen performers, 
who, I am told, are maſters of the ſeveral inſtru- 
ments they undertake to exerciſe; for it is the 
common received opinion at Calcutta, in direct 
oppoſition to the Cheſterfield tenet, that Nero 
himſelf, if he had not ſunk the emperor in the 
| idler, would have done honour to the imperial 
diadem by his muſical taſte and ſkill. But it, was 
the pride of his nature alone that was gratified by 
his performances—his ſenſes were -untouched— 
his foul unharmonized—and enmity and death oc- 
cupied his thoughts, even in the moment his 
fingers called forth ſounds of delight: whereas, 
on the contrary, King David, who, as we have 
it en ſacred record, not only played upon, 
but tuned his voice to his harp, was as great a 
king, and, with one only exception, as good a 
King, as any ſucceeding period can boaſt; neither 
His perſonal dignity, or .his regal GPS be- 


ing leſſened thereby. 
Lam 


Britiſ 
titled 
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ſo mi 
pings 
vou, 

mine 


fathe 


father, and a pair of bracelets of pearl, with gold 
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I am going to make a diſtin&tion, which .I ex- 
pect you to ſubſcribe to; and that is, the diſ- 
tinction between dreſſing to the beſt advantage, 
in order to do credit to our friends, and doing ſo 
for the purpoſe of gratifying our own vanity. 
Mrs. Hartly is ſo proud of her gueſts, that ſhe 
proclaims their imaginary, as well as real merits, - 
far and wide: and I am ſenſible, in conſequence 
of ſuch partial reports, I am expected to be found - 
the ſtandard of faſhion and good: taſte in the ar- 


ticle of appearance. 


— 
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Would it not therefore be' to mortify her, and 
diſgrace my father, if I was to fail in all poſſible 
and. proper attention to my toilet "I 


* <> — 2 — — . 


I have not this day failed, L affare you; nor is 
the occaſion a common one. Me Governor is 
entitled to our reſpect, in honour of the Britiſh ou 
vereign, in like manner as (on a court day) 
Britiſh ſovereign and his amiable conſort are 
titled to the /a/ams and ſuperb decorations of thoſe 
who preſent themſelves at St. James's And 
ſo much by way of apology for my ſplendid trap- 
pings; for, my dear girl, J have it yet to tell 
you, that a ſet of diamond pins from the very 
mines of Golconda have been given me by my 


—— = 
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. Claſps, ſtudded with ſmall brilliants, by Mrs, ception 
Hartly, who declares to me, that whatever I be. bity- 
hold of her proſperity originates from the | 
friendly ſupport of my father. I have alſo 1 
necklace of pearl, of more value than I chuſe to 
mention; and my hair will be decorated, my 
arms, and every part of my viſible perſon, be- 
yond all I can give you an idea of. 


ZBut, ſurpriſing to relate, Arabella—ſuch are the 
-, corrected and confirmed principles of the Gen- 
toos, that, though the diamond merchants travel 
with all their tempting treaſures under their ſole 
convoy, without fire-arms, &c. &c. not one of 
them has ever been deprived of an atom of his 
property by this whole people. What then are 
we Europeans made of ? or how muſt we appear 
in their genile Md upright eyes, who have waded 
through the blood of millions, to bring home 
gems of inconſiderable value, in compariſon to 
What theſe travelling merchants are poſſeſſed of ?— 
On ſuch recollection, I am aſhamed to know my- 
felf a nn nor can it be doubted. 


11 there are, as ſome tenets imply, a distinction 
of heavenly ſituations, will not this good-minded 
people occupy the firſt in rank; for neareſt to the 
divine attributes of any ching you can have a con- 

ception 
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ception of, is their kind · heartedneſs and pro- 
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I have had a harp preſented to me, and am al- 
ready complimented upon the delicacy of my 
finger. 'It is, you know, an inſtrument well 
adapted to this Arcadian climatez and I have 
played upon it at Hartly Bungilo by moon-light,— 
Can I go higher in my deſcription thereof ? 


The ambition, Arabella, is, who ſhall have the 


honour of adorning the top with a wreath, the 


daily offering of my hoſt of adorers ;z—and I wiſh 
you could behold the well-diſſembled' dejection, 
and the well-difſembled delight, which mark the 
features of the rejected and approved votary 7 


in a word, it requires very Pech gifts to be- 


lieve one's ſelf a mortal. 


Apropos of mortality Thave viſited the burying 
grounds, which are to me ſcenes of melancholy 
entertainment, from the affectionate fancy dif» 
played in commemorating a departed friend z 


For many a holy text around is ſtrewed x 


and the air of neatneſs, that proof of unabating 
attention, which every where meets the eye, fo 


- - 


— 
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unlike the cruſts of duſt which diſgrace the la. 
bours of the ſculptor in that firſt of royal ſe- 
pulchres, Weſtminſter abbey, and the aſtoniſh- 
ing inſenſibility of the French in this article (for 
in France, if we except the monuments of their 
kings, not a ſtone tells where they lie — the faireſt, 
the braveſt, and the beſt, are alike unnoticed and 
unremembered. Strange and unaccountable cir- 
cumſtance | | | 


| You have viſited St. Pancras, in the neigh- 
bourhood of London ; nay, I recolle& we have 
viſited. it together, and together interchanged our 
{ſenſations on the occaſion z for there, as we read 
it from the hand of the graver, are depoſited the 
facred and beloved remains of infancy, of youth, 
of maturity, and, of age. Alas! Arabella, the | 
Bengal buryingſrounds (for there are two of are 0 
them) though they greatly reſemble that church- 


yard in monumental erections, bear a melancholy I 
teſtimony to the truth of my obſervations on the dear 
ſhort date of exiſtence in this climate. cuſe 


Born juſt to Moo and fade, 
bs the chief intelligence you receive from the 
abundant memorials of diſſolved attachments and 
33 relatives. 


Obeliſks, 
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| Obeliſks, pagodas, &c. are erected at great 
expence ;; and the whole ſpot is ſurrounded by as 
well-turned a walk as thoſe you traverſe in Ken- 
ſington Gardens, ornamented with a double row 
of aromatic trees, which afford a ſolemn and 
beautiful ſhade: in a word, not old Windſor 
church-yard, with all its cypreſs and yews, is in 
the ſmalleſt degree comparable to them: and L 
quitted them with unſpeakable reluctance. 


There is no difference between theſe two 
grounds, but in the expence of the monuments, 
which denote that perſons of large fortune are 
there interred, and vice ver/a ; whence, in order 
to preſerve this difference in the appearance, the 
firſt ranks pay five hundred rupees, the ſecond 
three hundred, for opening the ground ; and they 
are digjoined merely by a broad d- 


I intreated Mrs. Hartly would lead me to my 
dear mother's. laſt manſion — ſhe ſtarted, and ac- 
cuſed herſelf of the higheſt indiſcretion, in con- 
ſenting to my viewing a ſpot that could ſuggeſt 
ſuch an idea to my mind; and ſo earneſtly be- 
fought me, as a proof of my affection for her, 
to return home, and never again attempt to in- 
veſtigate a circumſtance, ſo evidently deſired by 


my father to be kept from my knowledge, that 
| F 3 friendſhip 


— 
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E friendſhip and filial reverence prevailed over 
every other impulſe, -and I ſuffered her to put me 
into my palanquin without reply. 


But palanquins are conveyances ill calculated to 
remove diſtreſſing thoughts; and, during my 
ſtate of miſerable ſequeſtration from all focial 
connection, I would gladly have exchanged places 
with any friend of yours, that enjoyed only a 
corner of a hackney-coach and' your company, 
Nor ſhall I, from what I have this day ex- 
perienced, ever be reconciled to this /o/a con- 
dition, however conformable to the. faſhion of 
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LETTER I 


Have intereſted your curiofity by my men- 
tion of a concert? I can aſſure you, it well me- 
rits your notice and information. 


It was performed in a grand hall or ſaloon, 
fofty and ſpacious beyond. all I could have con- 
ceived. Dryden's Timotheus was one, of the 
pieces with which we were preſented; the Co- 
ronation Anthem a fecondz the overture 
to Artaxerxes, that chef d'euvre of Arne, a 
third—of all which I was an inchanted auditor : 
yet were there moments, Arabella, when a paip- 
ful pleaſure, from the article of your abſence, 
ſtole upon my heart, and traced out ſuch correſ- 
pondent lines in my countenance, that Mrs. 
Hartly (whom nothing eſcapes) charged me with 
ſome ſoft recollections of England. Why 
will you not be ſincere,” faid ſhe, „ with 
z woman whole heart is in your hand; 


— 
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and confeſs, what is ſo apparent, that your af. 


fections are not your own ? Think you, I am not 
' ſufficiently liberal-minded to love thoſe you love, 


and reſign you, though one of the firſt pleaſures 
of my exiſtence, to the man of your choice ?— 
O wherefore is he an inhabitant of a world I muſt 


never hope to behold a gain e 


Now, who ſhall fay, that love and friendſhip 


are not the ſame ?—for ſimilar are the ſenſations 


of the tender regret ſeparation excites, and 
ſimilar the animated delight of a re-union : 
and we ſhall meet, my Arabella, we ſhall re- 
enjoy- the ſatisfactions diſtance deprives us of; 
we ſhall—but all this plaintive language is very 


.. _ Unoriental, and ſhall be renounced, and more eſ- 


pecially, as there is no due proportion between the 
ſtrength of your attachment and mine—for 1 


follow the fortunes of my father—the hand of 


deſtiny has torn me from you: whereas you are 
now, on the death of your aunt, perfectly miſ- 


treſs of yourſelf, and can, if your (inclination 
| prompts you, come to me with propriety ; where- 


as I could not come to you, unaccompanied by 
my only parent, without diſhonour—the diſ- 
honour of violating my filial duty, Let me hear 
from you on this point; and take care you well 
25 * or, on being weighed in the uſual 
balance 
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batance of even my warmeſt e you will 
be found wanting. £4 


- 


The Governor's dreſs gives you his chijaiir'as 
ance—unoſtentatious and ſenſible. - His lady, 
however, is the great ornament of places of po- 
lite reſort ; for her figure is elegant — her man- 
ners lively and engaging— and her whole appear- 
ance a model of taſte and N * 


Envy, b and a do 
thoſe malign vices, blemiſh and deform that laſt 
beſt work of Heaven, the human mind !—Per- 
fection itſelf is not ſecure from their baneful 
breath. But I forget, upon this occaſion, that 
there is a ſpur to their intent at Calcutta, beyond 
what they can generally plead. A change of Go- 
vernor would introduce a change in Eaſtern po- 
litics; and numbers blaze forth, that are now 
unremembered. But, as I have told you before, 
I am no judge of theſe matters; and will not, 
therefore, truſt myſelf on a ſubject that might 
miſlead me. The heart will, I grant you, have 
its private deciſion, and its private election; and 
what power or fiat, -leſs than divine, mall deprive 
it of its natural rights? 


- 


I foreſaw 
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I forefaw that this concert would produce ſome 

great event. My father looked almoſt as. young 
as his daughter; a circumſtance I premiſe as an 
. apology for what is to follow. A widow lady 
with thouſands at her feet—a ſuperior offer to 
every thing my youth and perſon has procured 
me—has infinuated, in ſo many very explicit 
terms, to Mrs. Hartly, that ſhe is ambitious to 
make him maſter of them. 


__ Mrs. Harthyexocuted her commiſſion with a very 
grave face, and I laughed ; but, 1 believe, looked 
chagrined, on my father profeſfing himſelf much 
honoured, and that he would wait upon the 
lady.——Arabella, what do thoſe words imply? 
that I have loſt my father ?—Was he not wedded 
to my mother's memory when in England, when 
whole oceans rolled between him and her hallowed 
remains,? and can he, will he infult—But I have 
done: we are none of us angels, my dear girl— 
we are frail, frail mortality. 


But ſhould it be poſſible for fo aſtoniſhing an 
event to take place, farewell India, farewell for ever! 
My father's 5 his permiſſion to end my days 
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with you, and once, but once, to behold my mo- 
ther's tomb, is all I will aſk ; for my grandfather, 
you know, has left me a ſufficient proviſion z and 
] will conſtitute 'it my fole ſupport. My mind, 
ſo little power have I over it, although I write ſo 
calmly, is all a chaos.— My father calls for me: 
I will inſtantly attend him—receive his commands 
with firmneſs, with reſignation z nor dare fo far 
to invert the order of things, as to hope or wiſh 


he ſhould regulate his conduct by my will and 


pleaſure. He is my father, Arabella; and I have 
only to forget he was the huſband of my mother, 
to approve all his conduct. 


————ñꝶ m 


THE trial is over, and you ſhall judge how I 
ſupported it, without one anticipating reflection 
eſcaping me. I found him alone in the garden 
Veranda, and unuſually ſerious. He roſe when I 
entered—ſmiled—and looked my father. 


« My dear Sophy,” ſaid he, feating both me 


and himſelf—“ I am this inſtant returned from a 
very affecting ſcene.” I fighed, and was ſilent. 


« You heard what Mrs. Hartly ſaid laſt night, 
and muſt recollect my reply.”—-It was the neareft 


of 
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of all remembrances to my heart; but I only 
dowed in anſwer . The lady,“ continued he, 
„ has a noble mind“ (I trembled as he ſpoke, 
but he was too much taken up with his ſubject to 
notice it)“ ſhe deſerved every polite attention 
in return for the high compliment ſhe made me 
and all things are ſettled between us,” ——« My 
mother!“ exchimed I, in a ſcarce articulate 
voice, and fainted in his arms A fine piece of 
heroiſm, after all my preparation and reſolves !— 
F inſtantly revived, ' complained of heat, and 
begged he would proceed.. 


& You are ſenſible, my beloved girl,” ſaid he, 
c how aukward the ſituation of a young un- 
married woman is at Calcutta; — you have declined 
every overture made you, though fome of them 
deſerved a better fate: but your inclinations are 
your ow n—I am the friend, not the tyrant of 
your 185 wack and ſuch I will prove my- 


Ah! ſighed that rebellious heart - am I to be 
che 280 conſideration for your conduct? 


46 A woman of 0 Fe ORGY and merit,” 
continued he, © is not an offer a man of my 
tune of life could have thought of; and the op- 

portunity 
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portunity of giving my child a protector of her 


own ſex, is an opportunity not to be left unim- 
proved. She will not return to England without 


you; and, with a greatneſs of foul you will reſ- 


pect, has transferred her affections from the fa- 
ther ta the child. Yes, my Sophia, ' ſhe re- 
veres my ſorrows —acknowledges my heart can- 
not be recalled from the manſions of the dead 
aſks only my friendſhip, your friendſhip, and 
will prove herſelf an ornament to her ſex.—Our 
inclinations, I repeat it, will not always obey our 
voice; whence 1 ſhall ever leave my child's un- 
fettered: but, though we cannot beſtow them, 
we can regulate them at will, and make an act 
of ſtern neceſſity an act of choice, in every thing 
but delivering up our perſons to an nn he 
ject? 


I wept aloud, Arabella—embraced my father 
beſought his pity and his pardon; and all this 
without his diſcovering my motive for, uncon- 
ſcious of deviating in a ſingle thought from what 
was excellent and amiable in his own character, 
it never once occurred to him, that little mean 
luſpicions occupied my breaſt, 


We are to dine with her to- morrow; and next 


to Mrs. Hartly, I have aſſured my father I will 
love 


% 


—— wo 
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love and revere her: but, from knowing Mrs bat 
Hartly firſt, the has got poſſeſſion, ſaid I, of the (i * | 


very next place to my Arabella in my affections, 
and I do think can never be ſuperſeded. My fi- 
ther ſmiled at my mental etiquette, and left me 
with a full purſe to collect myſelf at leiſure. - 


Well do I now know my father is incapable of W the wr' 
changing: but beware, Mrs. D——, how you WW afume 
flatter, leſt you ſhould deceive yourſelf ; for ſuch ive. 

a friend, Arabella, as my. father, muſt be dan- 
gerous to ſuch a heart as Mrs. D; 
which, having once loved to the height of re- 
vealing its ſentiments—of riſing ſuperior to the 
bars of decorum, and the chains of cuſtom— 
cannot anſwer for its feelings, or in future hope to 
reſtrain them by any human fiat. Yet hopeleſs 
love, my father ſays, where. the principles are 
- pure and upright, always ſubſides into friendſhip: 
it may be ſo; but I would not chuſe to adopt 
Mrs. D example in this inſtance, how- 
ever unexceptionable I may find her in every 
other. Is this a mark of a narrow or a liberal 
way of thinking ?. I will take your word for it, 
though I cannot my father's : he is no judge in 
his own cauſe, and entertains too great an opinion 
of the force of juſt ſentiments and the n 
of reaſon. 


This 
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This is an eaſtern adventure we had not taken 


into our account but all females do not come 


under our Britiſh bard's deſcription, 


She never told her love, 
But let concealment, &e. &c, ; 


for who does not know the lines as well as I, 
the writer of this epiſtle ? and it is impertinent to 
aſume the credit of information we cannot 
give. 


I ſhall to-morrow morning exchange the ſoft 
paſſion for the ſubjects I have till now uninter- 


Kc, 


Your own 


8. G. 


* 
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ruptedly purſued - my accounts of Calcutta, &. 
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Mop GS here,, Arabella, are very joyous 
things @ all parties; eſpecially, I ſhould ſuppoſe, 
or ckergyman, who frequently receives 
twenty gold mohrs for his trouble of performing 
the cerembny. The bride and bridegroom's friends 
aſſemble, all elegantly dreſſed, at one or other of 
the young couple's neareſt relatives, and are moſt 
fumptuouſly entertained z and the congratulatory 
- viſits on the occaſion put the whole town in mo- 
tion. It is a feſtival I have not, however, the 
ſmalleſt deſire to treat my friends with; for, even 
was my choice fixed, and every obſtacle obviated, 
I ſhould have unconquerable objections to making 
ſo public an exhibition of myſelf on ſo, folemn 2 


change of condition—an idea I cannot ſay I have 


in common with my acquaintance; for I have rea- 
* fon to believe, I am the only perſon in Calcutta, 
not even my well-beloved Mrs. Hartly excepted, 

| | that 


* 


that has 
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that has the fame idea in this inſtance - which is 


entirely the effect of cuſtom. 


A very pleaſing, becauſe a very ſingular cir- 
cumſtance, is, that in this country the head gar- 


dener is a profeſſed botaniſt, and of courſe ein- 
verſible on every part of creation around him: 
hence the claſſes and characters, as well as the 
beauties, of thoſe ſnrubs and flowers that attract 
my notice moſt, are my frequent topics of ob- 
ſervation and enquiry. And beſides the enter- 
tainment, the benefit is abundant of having a well- 


is the houſehold land, where the garden is con- 
cerned ; and you are ſure to have your table ſup- 


ladies, (and myſelf, Arabella, for one) who, when 
at a loſs for a ſubject, are enabled, by this gen- 


to be ſerious, to me it is highly agreeable, let the 


you a companion wherever you go, and promot- 


da- ing that diſpoſition for local enjoyment ſo much 
a, recommended by moral writers, and which unde- 
d, niably forms a large portion of our happineſs. 
Wu | Accord- 


educated perſon in this capacity ; for his judgment 


plied, and your flower vaſes furniſhed with good 
ſenſe and propriety. Moreover, I can mention 


tleman's aſſiſtance, to read a lecture on the ſeveral - 
articles of which their bouquet is compoſed. -* But 


art or ſcience be what it may, to meet with peo- 
ple of information and good addreſs : it is giving 


„% —— &, Alto _ _ th. 
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; Accordingly, I have already learned to diſtinguiſh 
the native and exotic beauties of the parterre, and 


with no ſmall pleaſure (I might ſay pride, for J 


hat many Engliſh plants and trees, particu- 
larly  apple-trees, which are hard to rear, and 


| conſequently their fruit of great value, are treat- 


ed with all the attention and tenderneſs foreign 


products are honoured with in England. 


Beſides, do but conceive the advantage to a 
man or woman of faſhion, who has taſte without 
leiſure, and a deſire of knowledge without the 
ſmalleſt inclination for ſtudy, to have a liberal- 
bred officer (I may properly call it) of their houſe- 


hold, capable of qualifying them to figure away 


upon ſubjects that are an honour to human na- 
ture, with whom they can converſe at will on the 
moſt rational and delightful topics. If you love 
me, fail not to enforce theſe conſiderations on 
your wealthy and right honourable friends, and 


at leaſt put them in poſſeſſion of one means of 
ſhining. Nevertheleſs, my ſweet friend, amidſt 


all the joys our double ſeaſons yield, the follow- 


ing lines frequently occur to me; and, if you can 


feel their truth in Britain, conceive how ſtrongly 
they muſt affe&t my mind in this all-ſubduing cli- 
mute 


— 


Who 


certainly have much nationality about me) diſco- 
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Sbed by the morn, their new-fluſh'd bloom * 
Before the parching beam; 


Three 0 gentlemen, who ſo largely contri- 
buted to our entertainment at the concert, are 
find, theatrical performers ; the Patty and Miſs 
Sycamore of the Maid of the Mill, the Roſetta. 
and Lucinda of Love in a Village; and ſuch are 
heir agreeable perſons, that I doubt not but, by 
the zids of the toilet, they fill up thoſe ſeveral 


) 2 Warts without diſſatisfactien to either the ear or 
out eye. I $4 
the . 


I have not yet deſcribed to you the wonders of a 
ie. Haegert. Ices, Arabella, (could you have ſuppoſed 

ay much a thing ?) ices, in the higheſt perfection, are, 
in the months of November and December, pre- 


the cented you at Calcutta. This circumſtance of the 
oe ice was to me ſo wonderful, that I was earneſt to 
on  Whave it accounted for; and I find, that this tem- 
nd porary luxury is procured from ſome of the ſlender 
of inland (if I may ſo expreſs myſelf) branches of the 
alt Ganges, which are cut out into canals, or flow in 
” rivulets, under various names. A thin plate of 


I ce forming itſelf thereon, in ſome of the cold- 
67 et nights the coldeft ſeaſon affords, is taken 
from thence with great care, and manufactured 

for 
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for the firſt tables: nor do ſome of the tanks or 
fiſh-ponds leſs advance the purpoſes of elegant ac. 
commodation in this reſpect, when the evening; 
are ſuch as you. have in April, or the morning 
* like your month of October. 


- "At ſupper laſt night I drank a glafs of excellent 
London porter, with ſenſations of recognition 
you may-much better imagine than I can deſcribe, 
Mrs. Hartly tells me, it is always on the fideboard, 

7 for thoſe who like it; but I never before heard it 
mentioned. We have alſo ſmall-beer, perry, and 
cyder, from my native country, ind fine ſpruce- 
beer, the produce of Bengal; and, having more 

company than uſual, we did not retire until after 
four o'clock: and I begin almoſt to think it juſt, 
that thoſe who thus continue to have two days in 
one, ſhould live but half as long as thoſe people 

who divide their exiftence, upon even a faſhiona- 
ble average, between fleep and amuſement. 


Had Thompſon never been in India, how, let 
me aſk yon, could he have fo admirably deſcrib- 
ed an animal, that, to be known in all its terrors, 
muſt be ſeen ? 


Lo! the green ſerpent, from its dark abode, 
Which-e'en Imagination fears to tread, . 
At noon forth iſſuing, gathers up its train 


FIN Fr -AJ8 
In orbs immenſe, then, darting out anew, 


ks or Seeks the refreſhing fount ; by which diffus'd, 
It ac- He throws his folds : and, while with threat*ning tongue, 
ningy And deathful jaws ere, the monſter curls - 
ning His flaming creſt, all other thirſt, appall'd, 
Or ſhiv'ring flies, or check'd at diſlance ſtands, 
Nor dares approach, 


To-morrow I am to be preſented to Mrs. 
D——, I feel an awkwardneſs, I know not why; 
for, from the accounts I have received of her, any 
other worthy man but. my own dear father ſhould 
have my warmeſt vote to obtain her. Her fortune, 
Arabella, is her ſmalleſt merit; for the poſſeſſes, 
it ſeems, much intellectual cultivation, and has an 
excollent heart ;—a et one ſhe has proved it to be. 
Good night: read not the laſt two or three lines 
vith a attention that you may not condemn 


a ' Your moſt aleonate, 
SSC} 2 . N 21 8. 6, 


, 
* 
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| Tax viſit is over—and, if my father can refit und h 
the merits and winning graces of this woman, Iwil preate! 
only ſay, he is more than human. for my 
| that ar 
Ah! Arabella, with what nice attention had W me, tl 
he prepared for our reception !—her houſe is a penfat 
palace in miniature, and her ſervants the beſt-form- | 
et and diſciplined, if 1 may 5 expreſs i [ Ay 
have ever yet ſeen. lady te 
. ith as ſhe 
1 del her with a ſomewhat of awe and W to pe: 
reſerve I could not get the better of; but her coun- W you or 
tenance is open as. day, and her ſmile engaging.— WM cite, 
By permiſſion, Madam,” ſaid my father, with —the 
an air of humility I am confident touched her to Calcut 
the ſoul, « by your permiſſion I bring my daugh- more 
ter to ſolicit your friendſhip ; ſhe is prepared to ho- ¶ den ac 
nour you, 'and your indulgence will ſoon teach her y 
to love you; and may this firſt interview be ever I w 
remembered by you both with the pleaſure it gives WM whole 
to me.” racter 
ſecms 


Jou 
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r Fou have deceived me, Sir,” ſaid ſhe.— Is 


this your child, that ſtands in need of countenance 
ant! ſupport? — What may fhe not command at 
Calcutta She exceeds my utmoſt expectation. 


« Sophia,” replied he, is a good girl, Madam, 
ind has continued to lay her father under the 
greateſt obligations ; her voyage to India was ſolely 
for my faks ; ſhe has left friendſhips behind her 
that are not eaſily ſupplied : it is incumbent upon 


me, therefore, re N —.— 


ara wal 


++ 
3 wo 


A polite and anitnatedl return was t the | 


lady to this Tpeech, and perfectly became her; for, 
as ſhe does not call herſelf young, The has x Beende 
to ſpeak in terms that would be too aſſuming for 
you or me. But T have a diſcovery to communi- 
cate, that alarms me, perhaps, without a cauſe ; 
che has a ſon, Arabella; and, as their heads At 
Calcutta are full of lovers and huſbands, I am 
more than half afraid there is ſome plot in this ſud- 
den d er and NN 


I watched her eyes with diligence ; ; "bat her 
whole demeanor was unexceptionable, and the cha- 
racter of the fair friend finely preſerved ; but ſhe 
ſermsto underſtand the method of attaching ſuch 


G 2 a man 


= 
* 
q „ I — r= T- - 3 
a — = _ -_ = 


offer I may never receive. What . unpardonable 
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2 man as my father, and, I fear, will reſerve. the 


fable of the Turtle and Ring Dove, having got the 
clue from him to his heart, by making herſelf as 


neceſſary to his peace, as ſhe muſt be F 
| 1 


1174 

Now, Arabella, am nl 1 to . the woman 
in a moſt unworthy degree. I have never beheld 
Mrs. — 's ſon, or even heard of him until this 
viſit; pas am I armed, at all, points, to refuſe an 


prejudgment! May he not have his mother's 
graces, his mother's underſtanding, which i 
much celebrated ?—He may but take my word 

for it, he is not. the. man I ſhall ever unite myſelf 
to; for your made-yp matches are, of all things, 
the moſt odious.to.me. Let the man have eyes 
to chuſe me, on whom I am ever preyailed 
upon to , beſtow my hand, that I may not ſup- 
poſe the queſtion is coolly canvaſſed whether ! 
hall be accepted by him, aye or no. I am neither 
a Vain nor an ambitious woman; but I own I an 
not able to ſtand the idea of being pointed out by 
the maternal finger to a booby heir, that would 


4 never otherwiſe have thought of me. I would not 


thus be diſpoſed of, even to the Nabob himſelf 
Jerry Blackacre (for ſo my mind would perverſe! 
tall this unknonn young man) never once, ' how- 

ever 
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erer, made his appearance; nor did Mamma 


glance the way I apprehended. Ie I find n 
alarmed without a _ 


Mrs. D—— is a woman of taſte and good 
education, and has a menagery, as you call it in 
England, of the feathered tribes peculiar to this 
country; beautiful cockatoos, and minhos with» 
out number; lories—but ſhe gave five-and-twenty 
gold mohrs for three of them; they are natives of 
Batavia, and in High eſtcem here for their articu- 
lation: ſhe has alſo a bird with buff. coloured wings 
and a white breaſt, of the Bilo ſpecies, that has a 
million of worſhippers among the Gentoos, and 
named by them the Bramine kite. ; 


She has preſented me with one of each, if Mrs. 
Hartly can forgive my introduction of them into 
her family; but I am certain, if they prove incon- 
venient inmates at Calcutta, ſhe will have them 
accommodated at Hartly bungilo, and my little 
friends will be kind to them for my ſake. +» 


There are, beſides the Bramine kite, very many 
birds that enjoy high privileges ; the Indian raven, 


for example, (a bird known in Europe by the name 
of the Rhinoceros bird) which draw themſelves up 


it-curious ranks in the moſt populous ſtreets of this 


1 
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town without interruption, and are called by the 
failors Jerry Daw's ſoldiers. 


$56 AMAAT Hr 


Mrs. D is to return our viſit in a few 
days. Lam but a novice in theſe matters; but it 
appears very extraordinary to me, that, after hat 
has paſſed between her and Mrs. Hartly, (and that 
the cannot flatter herſelf my father's refuſal of her 
can be a ſecret, as it ſpeaks herſelt) ſhe ſhould 
chuſe to mix with ſuch heterogeneous parties: but 
{he carries off the affair with an admirable grace, 
in which my father aſſiſts her in a manner peculiar 
_ to. himſelf, and, I believe; without her perception 
of it. It is well for the world at large, and happy 
for me, that all his arts are honeſt ones, and all 
his frauds pious ; for, had a bad man his endow- 
| ments, his collected mind, bis command of face, 
who would be able to ſtand againſt him ?— will 
teach myſelf to be a more dutiful daughter, and 
leſs capricious member of the community, that I 

ay merit the partiality I know you tech for 
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No "RAPE: lawyers. return from this 8 


wy gin wealth ; their fees are enormous z if vo 


alk, a fingle queſtion on any affair, vou pay down | 


your geld mohr, Arabella, (two, poynds)! and if 


he writss.a letter of only three lines, twenty-eight, 
rypegs. (fous-pounds)! I tremble at the idea of 
coming into their hands; for what muſt be the re- 
coyeries, ta anſwer ſuch immenſe charges !— You. 
myſt, however,. be informed, that the 1 of 
acting 4 on * court roll is reſtricted to 


1 


years only, pe Ralph þ five, as in England. "Theſe | 
twelve regular b bred gentlemen, nevertheleſs, from 
motives of friend(hip, or for certain deuceurs, beſt 
known to themſelves, lend their names, on mani- 


fold occaſiops to the great extenſiqꝝ af practice. 


The ſtyle of living, if you wiſh to be deemed gen- 
teel, is indeed ſuch as demands an ample revenue; 
out the cuſtom of the country is ſo much in favour 
of improving your fortune at all points, that it is 
not conſidered in the ſmalleſt degree derogatory for 


geptlemen of whatever denomination to merchan- 


diſe, 
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diſe, or, as I have already mentioned, to provide 


| lodgings or lodging-houſes for the Eaſt India Com- 


— 


pany's ſervants, who are only pay reſi- 


dents. 


The fee for making a will is in proportion to its 
length, from five gold mohrs upwards; and as to 


marriage articles, I ſhould imagine they would 
half ruin a man, and a proceſs at law be the de- 


ſtruction of both parties. A man of abilities and 
good addreſs in this line, if he has the firmneſs to 


reſiſt the faſhionable contagion, gambling, need 


only paſs one ſeven years of his life at Calcutta, to 
return home in affluent circumſtances-z but the 
very nature of their profeſſion leads them into gay 
connections, and, having for a time complied with 


the humour of their company from prudential mo- 
tives, they become tainted, and proſecute their 


bane 155 the impulſes of inclination. ey 

My father's Schar has obliged: me Folk the intro- 
duction of his relation, the young Bramin, at 
Hartly Houſe. He has not left Me Gentoo uni- 
verſity at Benares, which is remarkable for its 
ſanctity, above three years. He made us, how- 
ever, but a very ſhort viſit ; as it was near our tea- 
hour, and he could not, by the laws of his religi- 
on, partake of any refreſhment ; but promiſed by 


vide 
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his interpreter to ſee us again. ſoon. My vanity ' 
will not let me ſuppreſs one ompliment that was 

paid me by a Moor of great dignity : « Such,” ſaid 
he, “ are the daughters of Paradiſe.” -I would 
have given more than T fhall mention to have 
known my Bramin had diſtinguiſhed me from the 
reſt of the company; but was not ſo happy. We 
will, nevertheleſs, if you pleaſe, talk of him in his 
abſence, or at leaſt of the people fe to which he bes - 


longs, ; 


£4 p 


The Coons, Arabella; are divided into fie 
tribes; the firſt of which is the moſt highly eſ- 
teemed, and the only one (like the tribe of Levi 
among the Jews) from whence the prieſts are ta- 


ken: I need not therefore add, it is called Bras 


mins. : | WS. | F, 


The ſecond is the Sittris, whoſe profeſſion 
ought to be the military alone; but they are not ſo 
ſtrict as the preceding, and e engage in 


ny eee 


The Third are caled the Beifa tribe, which con- 


ſiſts chiefly of merchants, bankers, and banias or 


ſhop-keepers; the ſchars are, I believe, of this 


* 4 1 1 
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The ſourth are called the Sudder tribe, who, 
dy their original inftitution, are the meaneſt ſer. 
vants; nor can they ever riſe higher. 


And the fifth are called Atarris, which is.a tribe 
deſerted by and formed of the refuſe of, all the 
others; the travelling palanquin-bearers, the moſt 
inferior and laborious of all offices, are taken 

| from thence. And I will in this place inform you, 
that the travelling palanquins are ſo conſtructed, 
that you repoſe, as in RevePs machine, on a 
couch—are ſerved with your loll ſhrub, or other 
favourite refrefhments—and thus, with incredible 
expedition, are conveyed to the diſtance of five 
hundred, or any other number of miles, up the 
country; and there is no other mode of travelling 

by land whatever. | 


By water, you have bugeros of ſo large a fize as 
to accommodate whole families ; and, being pro- 
vided with live and other ſuitable ſtoek to your for- 
tune, &c. you ſhorten or lengthen your voyage at 

pleaſure, and have your ſtate-room cooled by ve- 
randas, as in your own honſes. You will there- 
fore perceive, that our pleaſures are not fo local 
as might be imagined; and, in theſe nautical 
excurſions, it is common for ſeveral bugeros to 
ſet out in company, interchange their viſits, and 

8 2 have 


1 =. 
* 


AA d r 1 0 US BY 13 
have their little concerts, as agreeably as may be. 
A party of this ſort is planned for my participation, 


and I ſuppoſe Mrs. D will be added to the 


liſt; be it ſo; but, if ſhe would give me a favqu- 
rable impreſſion of her prudence, ſhe will decline 


being in the ſame bugero with my father, . 


She has, however, told me ſome intereſting . 
things; and I begin to have confidence in her 


friendſhip. . 


Her father and mother were-both Engliſh,” but 
ſhe was born at Calcutta; they conſpired, Ara- 
bella, at a tender age, to ſacrifice their child for 


wealth. A marriage (if it could be ſo called, that 


was a violence on the heart) was agreed to by 


them, when Mrs. D-——— was only twelve years 


old, with a great military character, whoſe man- 
ners were ferocious, and his perſon deformed. . 
Nine years did he live, the tyrant and the oppret- - - 
for of all who knew him. A library was the ſole - 
ſupport of her ſpirits, and the ſole relaxation ſſie 
was permitted to enjoy. She bore all without com- 


plaint; for ſhe was ſenſible complaint would be 


unavailing. Her father and mother were little be- 
nefited by their conduct; the man of war forbad 
them all intercourſe with his wife—he would not 
have her taught the fin of oppoſition to his will; 
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ſhe was his property, and as ſuch he would guard 
her from the approach of perſons who had, to his 
knowledge, private views to gratify : and at length, 
in order to deliver himſelf from their reproaches, 
he offered them an annuity for life, on condition 
they reſided in England; for England they em- 
barked, without being allowed a parting interview 
with their child, but were loſt in their paſſage, on 
the Malabar coaſt; which piece of news her huſ- 
band abruptly communicated to her, and laughed 
at the tears it occaſioned her.“ You could not 
love them,” ſaid he, © it is impoffible; the ma- 
trimonial ſale they made of you renders it impoſ- 
ſible to enrich themſelves, they were wholly 
regardleſs of your fate; and, had you not married 
a man of honour, you muſt have been miſerable.“ 
He died, however, at the end of nine years, and 
the has remained n widow. 


Her fortune, it ſeems, bas only a ſhort time 


been clear of litigation 3 and her health, during 


that whole period, was in a very indifferent ſtate. 
The firſt is now aſcertained to her utmoſt ſatisfac- 
tion, and the ſecond happily re-eſtabliſhed; when, 
unluckily, Arabella, the has created a new grie- 
_ yance for herſelf, that nothing but her own death, 

; in all probability, can deliver her mind from 
ſmarting 
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ene under.— But I will return. to the Gen- 
t00S, - 


The Bramins pretend, that Brumma, who was 
their legiſlator both in politics and religion, was 
inferior only to God. He was, poflibly, ſome 
great and good genius, that, in like manner with 
Confucius of the Chineſe, regulated their man- 
ners, and promoted their happineſs ; and is there 
fore rendered, by gratitude and ſuperſtition, the 
object of their en 


The Bramins, however, affirm, that he be- 
queathed them a book called the Vidam, con- 
taining all his doctrines and inſtitutions and that, | 
though the original is loſt, they are ſtill poſſeſſed of 
a commentary upon it, which they name the 
Shahſtah, written in the Shanſcrita language; a 
dead language at this time, and known only to the 
prieſts who ſtudy it. The foundation of Brum- 
ma's doctrine conſiſted, it is faid, in the belief of a 
Supreme Being, who created a regular gradation 
of beings, ſome ſuperior, and ſome inferior to 
man ;—in the immortality of the ſoul z and a fu- 
ture ftate of rewards and puniſhments, to be be- 
ſtowed and received in a tranſmigration into dif- 
ferent bodies, according to the lives they had led 
in their pre- exiſtent ſtate. From which it appears 

; b moſt 
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moſt likely, chat the Pythagorean metempſychoſis 


took its riſe in India; —but that the neceſſity of 


inculcating this ſublime, but otherwiſe complicated 


daoctrine, inta the lower ranks, induced the prieſts, 


wha are by no means (the caſe in moſt religians 
under the ſun) unanimous in their doctrines, to 
have recourſe to ſenſible repreſentations of the 
Deity and his attributes: ſo that the original doc- 
trines of Brumma have degenerated into down- 
right and ridiculous idolatry, in the worſhip of 
divers animals, of a variety of images, and ſome 
of the moſt hideous figures, either delineated or 


carved ; and they have holidays to the number of 
twenty annually, in honour of each a kind of 


religious Jubilee, during which public proceſſions 
and feſtivals. take place; which I ſhall not fail to 
deſcribe to you on becoming a ſpectator of them. 


All their other pleaſures are confined to yiſiting 
their pagodas, or temples, which are ſtupendous 
but diſguſting buildings, and to the ſatisfactions of 
domeſtic life; and they aſſuredly are, as I have 
already obſerved to you, the moſt tranquil and 
temperate people on earth. But, beſides the tribes 
I have ſet before you their ancient made of ar- 
ranging their precedence, and their, numbers, of 
caſts or claſſes, diviſions of thoſe tribes, I ſhall 
bave occaſion to obſerve to you hereaſter. Wa- 


ter, 
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ter is their drink; but fuch, Arabella, is their 
ſtrict adherence to what they deem their religious 
duties, that though expiring with thirſt, they 
would not taſte the water of their facred rivers, 
the Indus, ealled by them Sindab, the Kiſna, and 
the Ganges; the tanks or fiſh-ponds, fed by the 
heavens, or by natural ſprings, being alone their 
liquor on all occaſions. But they never fail to waſh 
themſelves in the Ganges, or to oil their bodies, 
before they break their faſt, In 2 word, their 
manners are highly intereſting, from their ſim- 
plicity and liberal-mindednefs ; and I bluſh to feel 
how fuperior to all that Chriſtianity can boaſt, of 
peace and good-will towards men.— But, my dear 
Arabella, I have one caution to give you, which 
is, not to ſet me down for a plagiarift, though 
you ſhould even ſtumble upon the likeneſs, ver- 
batim, of my deſcriptions of the Eaſtern world in 
print; or once preſume to confider ſuch printed 
accounts as other than honourable teſtimonies of 
my faithful relations: and certain it is, that true 
and genuine relations of objects and events admit 
of very little variation of language. 'This pre- 
miſed, I ſhall not doubt of informing. or enter- 
taining you (and perhaps both the one and the 
other) in repeated inſtances; and ill requited be 
the buſy individual that attempts to lefſen the con- 


136 HARTLY, HOUSE 


ſequence, or impeach the originality of my re- 
This doctrine of themonpiachofa is to-me the 
religion of humanity ; for it is apparent, that no 
other tenet, temporal or divine, could have fo ef. 
fectually reſtrained the ſons and daughters of this 
Eaſtern world from committing the wantoneſt acts 
of cryelty towards the brute creation, as the ap- 
prehenſion of being expoſed, by the chances of 
tranſmigration, to ſimilar evils ;—apparent from 
the marking effect it has on the conduct of the 
Gentoos, in contradiſtinction to all other ſpecies 
of natives; for, inſtead of the arrogance and 
ferocity daily manifeſted by the ſeveral nations 
around them, their hearts are ſoftened into a 
tender concern for the kind treatment of every 
_ creature living—a concern which ſo powerfully re- 
gulates their feeling, that, in the very boſom of 
voluptuouſneſs, they will feed on no delicacies but 
ſuch as the vegetable kingdom preſent them with, 
except the nectareous juices. obtainable from ani- 
mals with relief to themſelves, and ſalubrity to 
their owners --a very elegant manner, I expect 
you to allow, of telling you that milk is a favour- 
ite article of the Gentoo diet. How. unlike the 


. ernte poſterity of Adam 


oy (OF half that Vive, the butcher and the tomb) 
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this order of beings ! and how eaſy the tranſition 
into angelic natures ! 


But enough of the Gentoos for the preſent, and 

ef every other ſubject, except the laſt and firſt 
that occupies my thoughts, ain with” what 
affeftion I am | 


Your unalterable friend, Nc. &. 
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Pursc; as well as law,. i is- x gold mine-to. its 
profeſſors, to work it at will. The medical gen- 
tlemen at Calcutta, Arabella, make their viſits in 
palanquins, and receive a gold mohr each patient, 
for every common attendance — extras are enor- 
mous. 


Medicines are alſo rated ſo high, that it is 
fhocking to think of: in order to ſoften which 
public evil as much as poſſible, an apothecary's 
ſhop is opened at the Old Fort, by the Company, 
in the nature of your London Diſpenſaries, where 


drugs are vended upon reaſonable terms. The 


following charges are a ſpecimen of the expences 


thoſe Europeans incur, who ſacrifice to appear- 


ances, 
An ounce of bark, three rupees, ſeven and ſix- 
pence—an ounce of - ſalts, one rupee, half 3 


CrOown—a bobs,” one rupee a bliſter, two rupees, 
five 
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fre ſhillings and ſo on. in proportion; ſo that, 
A you: m rain. 20K fortune ta 


But how, to balance this fra account, 
every profeſſion has its amazing. advantages: ac 
cordingly, as I. am told, it is no uncommen thing 
to clear 140 per cent. by merchandize, on many 
European articles, and: particularly the ornamen ; 
tal for ladies, and on men's hats. 


Moreover, from the high demands at taverns 
nor- znd coffee-houſes, you may conclude proviſiens 
are brought to market at a high price: on the 
contrary, even during, the time the Eaſt-India 
Company's ſhips are lying off Caleutia and fo 
abundantly increaſe the conſumptian, I fine 
ducks are fold for a rupee, two and ſixpence 
Bread is atfo good and cheap; 61h both excellent - 
here and cheap. Likewiſe, fowls, eggs, and milk, 
The WW very cheap; butter dear— geeſe cheap—turkies 
aces ¶ (ear; and Arabella, half a ſheep is oſten bought 
car- WW far one rapes. Vegetables are plentiful and very 
ine—the potatoes are better taſted, in my opts 

nion, though much ſinaller, than in their native 

ſix- WI foil—we have ſalads in great quantities, and with- 
f 2 Win every one's. purchaſe—and French beans and 
” green peaſe, are, I am told, in as high perfection 
ve e at 
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at Chriſtmas, as in the meridian of your ſummer 


| Naſon, and with this advantage, that they. have 


them in your ſummer alſo. Fruit : of: every kind 


is delightful—oranges, lemons, limes, pomegra- 


nates, ananas, pommelos (which are brought to 
table ſtript of their outſide» coat), plantains, &c, 
&c. the product of their own. ſoil ;. with apples, 
as'a rarity, .currants, raſberries, &c. &c. from my 
native country, and raiſed. here. with much care 
and attention. Thus you wilt perceive wine is 
the heavieſt family article; for, whether it is taken 
faſhionably or medicinally; every lady, even to 


your humble ſervant, drinks at leaſt a bottle per 


diem, and the gentlemen four times that' quantity 
—a ſine number of twelve and ſixpences in the 


courſe g be year! Their domeſtic animals ar: 


the ſanii an in England—and, in like manner with 
England, dogs of various kinds, and cats, are 
great favourites the ladies have alſo parrots, ſquir- 


els, minhos, lories; &c. &c. as pets. 


They have elephants, camels, horſes (Arabian 
and Armenian), Oxen, . wo deer, 
t and | 

Tigers darting fierce 
| Inpetuous on the prey their glance has doom'd, 
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z Thomſon tells you; with many I have not en- 
abled myſelf to mention. Nor muſt you be un- 
informed, that to hunt this terrific creature, is 
one of the polite amuſements of the Eaſt; on 
which occaſion the gentlemen ' ſet forth with all 
imaginable .magnificence, with bands of muſic, 
and dogs, and ſpears, and ſometimes give fatal 
diſplays of their courage. I am happy to know 
my father will never make one in ſuch wild par- 
ties; for ſurely there is much more of madneſs 
than folly, in thus ſporting with their perſonal 
ſafety, and braving the author of their exiſtence. 
I know wery well, Aribella, that hunting thele 
rapacious and powerful animals, can boaſt both 
ancient and regal origin; but what is wrong in it» 
ſelf, can never be rendered right, hecauſe ſome 
luſtriops beute-or blockbead barack Ware 
tice. | 


v, 


«The firmer e e e Calrans markels, 

reſide chiefly about creeks and little bays formed 

by the | artificial meanders of the Ganges · and 

have à Beilar, day once a week, for the ſale of 

their commodities—eſpecially up Tomluek river, 

as high as eight miles, which, though ſhallow, - 
is navigable for all Bugeros; and it is faſhionable 

to viſit the dairies, &c. &c. in its neighbour- 

hood. $2927 eas en 
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Confectionary mops are kept boch by French 
and Englih men; bat rhe latter are moſt 2p: 
proved, and their profits are far from inconfider. 
able—nor is it unredſonabte it fxoutd be Io, when 
it is remembered. they have their wifhes to re- 
vilit the country of their birth, m comttron with 
their Tuperiors ; and are willing to purchafe th 
felicity by dint of toil, - inthe ſervice df thoſe who 
chooſe to employ thera i they have'large'itnport 
In this way, as, I believe, 1 have already men- 
tioned, from England. Tou will perceive I am 
not unobſerving or unengufring. Hut 0 proceed 
to other matters, 

"His Majeſty's een would 8 "Ow 
uſhered in wih ringing of bells (the conſtant 
Herald of joy in England) but for one little im- 
pediment, viz. Arabella, there is but one church 
bell at preſent in Calcutta, and a deep melan- 
choly-toned one, for the ſole purpoſe of telling 
tlie public ſome one of their fellow individuals is 
"concealed as much as poſſible from the fight of 


the ladies, that the 8 may 
not be wounded, | 


Funerals are indeed een things 
Mi n, no hearſes wing here introduced, or 
2900. hired 


ceed 


8 


red 
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red mdurners etnployed: for, as it often up- 
pens in the gay circles, that a friend ö dinell with 
one day, and the next in eternity - the feelings are 
intereſted, the ſenfations awful, and the men- 
tal queſtion, for the pertod of intermont ut leaſt, 
Which will be co-orrbw'd Victim The de- 
parted one, of whatever rum, is:carviettonmetits 
ſhoulders'(like your watking funerals in England) 
and a proceſſion of gentlemen equally numerous, 
and reſpectable from the extent of geritesl con- 
nexlons, following-—the well-ſitaated and te 
worthy being univerſally eſteemed and careſſed 
whilt living, und lamented When dead. The 
Padra, However, has his ample profits; who per- 
forms this laſt Piots act with the :greateſt pro- 
pticty: but, ſuch is the elaſticity of Evroptdn 
minds, that, the enſuing day, the tavern is again 
viſited by thoſe very gentlemen, who know, and 
acknowledge it to have been the dane of their 


loft friend. exceſſes of this kind being only ſuicide 


in a different form, than the piſtol or fword, by 
which many of my countrymen in England pre- 
cipitate themſelves into the manſion of ſpirits, 
with how mnch-confation-ef heart and of face, 
no one has yet been permitted to return and de- 
clare but they have reaſon and (morality for 
their guide, ant when thofe are unattended to, 
it is not probable they would be made fenſible of 
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the; firſt law and duty of exiſtence, ſelf-preſer. 
vation, though one roſe from the dead. w 


As a relieving ſubject, however, both for ya 
and myſelf, I will mention to you, on this op 
.portunity,. ſomewhat of chriſtenings :—five gold 
mohra is the ſmalleſt fee thought of for the Padra; 
trouble in this inſtance with the participation, 
moreover, of an entertainment that would put: 
lord - mayor's feſtival out of countenance : his Re. 
verence muſt therefore have a ſine time of it bu 
gold mohrs are dealt about at Calcutta, as hal 

.crowns in England; and | leave you to determine 

with how good a grace a family of fortune or titk 
could offer a clerical man, of reſpectable char. 


Ide Gentoo holidays begin to-morrov#—when 
I ſuppoſe I ſhall have news for you; and you mij 
eee to do 


" n © 
0 
d 
” o 


I have. ſcen. the opening proceſſion, and in 
"pond entertained by it. A certain number ol 
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reſa . ¶ with countenances ſuch as Guido would have be- 
ſtowed on a heavenly faint, led the way, a pro- 
digious multitude of people following, with an 
idol ſuperbly drefſed with filver, gold, pearls, and 
the richeſt manufactures which is carried about 
from ſtreet to ſtreet, till ſufficiently exhibited, with 
drums, flutes, &c. &c. to the manifeſt delight 
of all parties, and then lodged in one of their 
pagodas, as a ſacred, though temporary depoſit z 
for it ſeems, Arabella, that on the laſt day of 
theſe religious raree-ſhews, all the idols are col- 
lected into a body, and, in a kind of pious frenzy, 
plunged into the Ganges, with thirty or forty per- 
ſons ſwimming round them, until the noble act of 
ſinking them to the bottom is effected, when they 
return with inconceivable ſatisfaction to their reſ- 
pective homes — and then proper perſons are ſet 
to work to furniſh them with new ones; the poor 
deluded creatures endangering their lives, though 
moſt expert ſwimmers z for the conteſt is, who 
ſhall be the happy one to perform this ceremony, 
conceiving it the higheſt honour of mortality to 
be aiding and aſſiſting in drowning theſe divine 
works of their own hands. | 


am It is, indeed, one of the grand articles of 
ol the Gentoo faith, that the waters of the 
nen rivers Ganges, Kiſna, and Indus, have the 
vith H ſacred 
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facred virtue of purifying thoſe who bathe 
therein, from all pollutions and ſins they are 
therefore commanded by Brumma, (in his book 
of pious inſtructions, the Vidam) to dwell ſolely 
in the neighbourhood of ſome one of them— 
a a tenet that is founded in good policy, by its pro- 
hibition of their migrating into diſtant countries; 
for it is remarkable, that the ſacred rivers are ſo 
ſituated, that there is no part of India where the 
inhabitants have not an opportunity of freeing them- 
ſelves from their ſins by this mode of purgation; 
—the Ganges flowing through the kingdom of more 
Bengal—the Kiſna dividing the Carnatic from {MW ſame. 
Golconda—and the Sindale, or Indus, waſhing 
Gugurate, and all the parts bordering upon I ha 
Perſta,—But they do not want any thing from idea © 
abroad, having neither vanity nor ambition to the po 


gratify. on thi 

; 7 vance 

They are ſubject to early old-age, as I have rapid] 

mentioned on a former occaſion; and have fo quiſiti 
little paſſion for vigorous exertions, that it is a fa- 

vourite maxim with them, That it is better to ſit 1 


than to walk, to lie down than to ſit, to ſleep L. 70 
than to wake, and that death is beſt of all. 


- 
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8o ſoon as theſe holidays are over, the races 
will take place, and I am preparing to appear with 
eclat as my father's daughter.—I coſt him large 
ſums ; but we cannot have the purchaſe without 
the price; and, I promiſe you, he has the full 
credit of his generoſity to me, He calls me his 
ſecond ſeff—T think he miſcalls me, for I verily 
believe I am the firſt object of his care and kind- 
neſs; nay more, that he is attentive to his own 
health and accommodation, chiefly on my ac- 
count—and T- wiſh very many young women, 
more . reds pL ane myſelf, could ſay the 


ſame. 


I have as yet given you only a very inadequate 
idea of the wealth, the numerous dependents, 
the power, and the importance of the Company 
on this commercial ſpot.— However, before I ad- 
vance one ſtep further,' let me ſet before you the 
rapid progreſs they have made in all . ac- 
quiſitions. 


In the year 1600, their ſtock conſiſted of only 
{. Jo, ooo - they nevertheleſs had the ſpirit to 
fit out four ſhips, which being ſucceſsful, their 
proſperity augmented annually, | 


H 2 Eaſt» 
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Eaſt- India ſtock ſold from 360 to 500 per cent, 
in 1680 —-and a new Company was eſtabliſhed in 
1689 — the old one re-eſtabliſhed, and the two 
united, in 170 — and they agreed to give Go- 
vernment C. 40, ooo a year, for four years, to 
remain uninterrupted, in 1769. 


Such are the proſperous flights of commerce, 
when wiſdom and juſtice holds, the regulating 
rein but there are Phaetons every where; and 
no wonder, therefore, that this chariot of the ſun 
has had its wheels taken off at certain periods.— 
Temptation is the fiery ordeal of virtue, and 


eaſtern bribes ſo portable, that it is almoſt 2 


miracle to eſcape unhurt in ſome tender part 
our fame or our conſcience and let him that is 
qualified ſtand forth, and prove he is not in- 
cluded under this deſcription of men, 


| 1 3 7 (> | 
I enquire every day about the arrival of ſhips, 


and find many do arrive; whence comes it then, 


Arabella, that you remember me not ? 


Mrs. Hartly has looked in upon me, and moſt 
ſeverely condemns my cloſe application to my 
pen,—T ſhall blind myſelf, ſhe ſays, and tear my 

| nerves 
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nerves to pieces. She found me not only incor- 
rigible, but I ſet ſuch good and ſufficient reaſons 
before her, for the practice ſhe impeached, that 
he left me, (having given me the information, 
that the races commence in three days) confeſſing 
it could not be diſcontinued. In three days, 
therefore, my dear Arabella, you attend me to 
the turf, where, if I do not break forth on the 
public eye with unuſual ſpirit, I greatly fear the 
celebrity I can now boaſt, will attain its utmoſt 
meridian, and rapidly decline :*the preparation is 
important, and my, friends muſt be conſulted in 
every inſtance -I therefore beg leave to devote 
this whole day, at leaſt, to the advancement. of 
ſo great and neceſſary a deſign, without writing 
another ward, We - 


Here you have me again, beyond my own pro. 
miſe or intention, engaged in your ſervice z— 
but, you muſt know, I have met with a little ſur» 
priſe of a ſingular nature—an addition, Arabella, 


to our uſyal viſitants.—I therefore ſaid not a word 
reſpecting my appearance, but waited, in quiet ex- 
pectation of the young man's being announced to 
me, (as is the cuſtom) previous to every notice I 
could condeſcend to take of him. | 


The 
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'The morning paſſed away, and he was not an. 
nounced!—ſtrange this - but true—if he is deemed 
worthy admiſſion to our parties, why ſhould he not 
have the uſual paſſport to cofiverſation?—But it is 
idle for me to mention ſuch a circumſtance—and 
yet, as he appeared a ſtranger, and has a face of 
promiſe (for it is only doing him juſtice to ſay, 
underſtanding and good-nature are apparent in his 
countenance), I muft think it wrong to leave me 
in my aukward ſituation reſpecting him. If Mrs. 
Hartly thinks I ſhall make him of ſo much conſe- 
quence as to enquire after him, the is miſtaken ; 
for I am too well aware of the inference, as it is 
the firſt thing of the kind that could be charged 
upon me.—I will order my palanquin, and ſteal 
a viſit to the children I ſo much admire—their 
kind and innocent endearments will be doubly 
agreeable to me, now that I am in an abſolute fit 
of diſhumour with myſelf, and all the world — 
you, Arabella, alone excepted ; my father, on 
this occaſion, having ſhewn no more attention to 
my feelings, than the reſt of my friends in this 
houſe. 


So faid, and fo done—for, Arabella, before a 
ſingle creature had an idea of ſuch a thing, was 
J arrived 


. 


4 
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an. II arrived at Hartly Bungilo, and as happy as a 
d princeſs. Mrs. Rider, the children's governante, 
received me in a moſt pleaſing manner; and 1 
for the firſt time, had leiſure to obſerve a cuſtom, 
with which I am delighted—it is the compliment 
paid to my country, in the taſte at Calcutta in 
ſtatuary z for inſtead of Neptune, his lady 
wife, and whole train of aquatic attendants, ſa- 
luting your eye, out of their natural element, 
theſe Bungilo gardens are adorneſ by a Thomſon, 
a Johnſon, &c. &c. in a word, all the literary 
characters, to which the Britiſh empire has given 
birth; and a very uſeful effect thoſe objects have 
upon the mind—for, by a natural and inſtan- 
taneous combination of ideas, the Seaſons were 
opened on my view; with Raſſelas and his friends 
I traverſed the Ethiopian regions; and ſo of the 
reſt; nor did J ever, until that moment, know. 
— the fund of literary knowledge I am miſtreſs of + 
n and the utility muſt be general to the beholders ;z— 
0 for in youth it excites enquiry, in maturity, re- 
is collection: and it is my tixt and firm refvlye, 
whenever I reviſit England, (a nabobeſs, you will 
obſerve) to conſtitute my gardens an equal ſource 

of entertainment and inſtruction to all who are 
permitted to frequent them.—Mrs. Rider, per- 
ceiving how enthuſiaſtic I was become, (for I ab- 
ſolutely anſwered her kind and polite queſtions in 
5 heroics) 


Ar res 


heroics) ſaid ſhe was tempted to ſhew me Mrs. 
Hartly's cloſet—&« Four viſits, Madam,” con- 
tinued ſhe, have been ſo ſhort, that I conceived 
there was not time to introduce you, where you 
would doubtleſs with to ſpend ſome hours — for it 
is a cabinet of no leſs elegant than rational cu- 
rioſities, and I have the honour to be truſted with 
the key, for the purpoſe of improving the minds 
of my young pupils, as occaſion requires, with 
little lectures upon its contents.” —I was impatient 
to be admitted ; and the obliging Mrs. Rider led 


the way, without further preface or preparation. 


I will never forgive Mrs. Hartly, for ſo long 
keeping me unacquainted with this proof of her 
fine taſte, liberality of temper, admirable judg- 
ment, and elegant mode of ſpending her 
leifure time. The walls are covered with a pink 
paper from China, of the ſofteſt tint, as a ground 
to the portraits arranged around. Here, Ara- 
bella, the poor Marchioneſs of Taviſtock, from 
the Hands of one of your firſt artiſts, ſheds her 
unavailing tears, the tears of conjugal affection, 
and wounded peace, never more to be healed on 
this fide the manſions of eternity. And here allo 
the lovely and royal victim of female ambition, is 

. drawn in her ſtate of diſconſolation, robbed of 
ber crown, her fame, her children, of all that is 
F dear 
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dear and eſtimable in exiſtence, except her 
beauty but that is pourtrayed in a ſtyle of lan- 
guor and ſoftneſs, that relieves | the feelings, by 
intimating ber ſufferings are near their termi- 
nation.— Ahl my Arabella, who loſt more, or 
had more to loſe, than this fweet child of ſor- 
row — tranſplanted from the nurſery to a throne, 
and ſurrounded by dangers, againſt which the had 
never been taught to guard—the malign dangers. 

of ſelf-intereſt in a high- reaching and. daring. 

breaſt !—But I ſhall take an opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing more largely on the ſubject, as alſo giving you 
the names of the other fair and amiable perſonages, 
ſelected by my diſtinguiſhing friend from all others, 
to ornament and embelliſh this invaluable” apart- 
ment. One more, however, I muſt place be- 


fore you— a whole length; a highly-finiſhed piece 


—inſcribed, Arabella, thus, 


« Whoſe nice diſcernment, Virgil-like, is ſuch, 
Never to ſay tho little, or too much.“ 


The drapery is (ll executed, the attitude 3 
pily choſen, the likeneſs maſterly; the commen- 
tary on the Genius of Shakeſpear, which lies on a 
table in the back ground, a very pleaſing termi- 
nation of the whole. 


T own, I feel myſelf proud, when my mind 
tells me this lady is my countryxoman,; for to 
F 3 her 
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her literary endowments are ſuperadded gifts, that 
beſpeak her one of the firſt favourites of Heaven 
—a heart replete with benevolence, and a hand 
prompt to beſtow; in a word, ſhe is an equal 
honour and bleſſing to the age in which ſhe 
lives. 

Mrs. Rider hinted to me (with great deference) 
that I ſhould make my friends uneaſy by my 
elopement ; and, my father having a right to my 
unremitting attention, however I might chooſe 
to fancy he neglected me, I hefitated not to re- 
turn ;—where I found the family in amazement, 
and the young gentleman ſeemed to have adopted 
their feelings. I laughed the matter off with a 
good grace, and, profeſſing myſelf infinitely 
obliged to Mrs. Rider, for her entertainment of 


me, retired, and was not. again viſible til! 


ſupper. 1 5 


At ſupper the races was the univerſal topic 
and I nnd Engliſh jockies are well rewarded, if 
they viſit Calcutta.” There will be a ball on the 
evening of the firſt day, given by the Company, 
at the Court-houſe, to which all the Company's 
* ſervants are entitled to free admiſſion. 80 that, 
at leaſt, there will be men enough; and, as the 


weather is remarkably favourable, fine ſport 1s 
| expected 


expect 
trive t 
envy © 
that w 
that on 
permif 
You 1 
five o 
— The 
I imag 
try, fo 
But I 1 
I ſhall 
horſes 
with 
alieu. 


ind 


HARTLY HOUSE. 155 


expected. Thus, you find, we Aſiatics can con- 
trive to vary our pleaſures; and muſt be the. 
envy of the European ladies, were they to read, 
that we of Calcutta live only to be adored, and 
that our gentlemen aſk no higher happineſs than 
permiſſion to pay us their unending adoration.— 
You ſhall hear of me again in a few hours—at 
five o'clock in the afternoon we take our phaetons. 
— The race-ground is three miles in circuit, and, 
[ imagine, is found a laborious heat in this coun- : 
try, for once round is all that is attempted. 
But I will not prejudge an exhibition, of which 
I ſhall ſo ſoon become a glad ſpectator: the 
horſes are bred and attended at a great expence, as 
with you in England. But I have done— 


LETTER 


LETTER XX. 


; | Four in the morning, 

I Am ſo delighted, and fo fatigued—have fo 
much to communicate, but, unlike your heroines 
in romance, am ſo unable to keep myſelf awake 
that the moment my muſketto curtains are ready, 
I muſt flide into repoſe ; and may the dreams of 
the morning only equal the pleaſures of the even- 


ing, and. I ſhall not, except in your abſence, have 
a wiſh ungratified. 


1 
———— EL EEE nom 


I promiſed to addreſs you again on paper, yeſ- 
terday ; but I little foreſaw what buſineſs: was in 
ſtore for me.—Mrs. D, as I imagined, 
goes with us, and came laſt night, at a late hour, 
to ſolicit Mr. Hartly's company in her phaeton—1 
| looked at my father—who, turning to Mrs. Hart- 
ly, faid, „ hope you underſtand, Madam, that 
rely upon the honour of being your attendant 
beau on every public plcaſurable occaſion,” —Mrs. 
Hartly bowed, and ſmiled aſſent. 

There 
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There fat the ſtranger ſpeechleſs, . though ani- 
mated—and, until 1 had refuſed ſeveral gay of- 
fers, ſpoke not; when, in a half whiſper, the 
ſpirit at length moved him to aſk, if he might aſ- 
pire—and a look of meaning was left to finiſh the 
ſentence. ; 


My father ſaid he ſhould be moſt happy, and 
Mrs. Hartly was warm in his recommendation—I1,, 
therefore, could not decline an offer, I neverthe- 
leſs ſcarcely knew how to accept, as he remained 
the John in the cloud, every body is deemed until 
they are introduced. 

Having opened his mouth for. the firft time, in 
my preſence, with ſucceſs, he began to take a part 
in the converſation ; and I ſoon diſcovered two 
things—yes, Arabella, two, unleſs I am, greatly 
deceived, namely, that he is a well-bred youth, 
and not without the ſecret deſire of becoming one 
of my moſt obedient humble ſervants. —Bot my 
obedient humble ſervants are already ſo numerous, 
that I do not believe I have room for one more 
upon the liſt.—I nevertheleſs. think you would 
plead in his behalf, if you was to ſee him: he,is— - 
ſo in fact like yourſelf in his perſon, has ſo agreea- 
ble a voice, ſo happy. a manner, and fifty other 


valuable accompliſhments, that, was I in a land 
| where 


- 
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where love was of longer duration before it termi. 
nates in matrimony, I will not ſay but I might be 
in ſome danger of liſtening to him; but ſuch is 
the cuſtom at Calcutta, that, before I ſhall be cer- 


' tain my affections are really engaged, or that I am 


likely to be able to prevail on myſelf to fix for life, 


he will be ſnapped up, if he has brought an un- 


engaged heart among us, (which is to me, how- 

ever, a doubtful point) by ſome female or other, 
who regulates both her feelings and her conduct 
by the eſtabliſhed ſtandard. I ſhall, therefore, 
enter into nothing more than a very ſlight acquain- 
tance with him.— But the races, perhaps, you aſk 
— when are you to hear of the races ? 


In the firſt place, Arabella, allow me to tell 
you, (for it is a proper prelude to what follows) 
not a phaeton on the turf was more noticed than 
mine—my horſes are Armenian, well trained and 
| bitted—my reins elegant my own dreſs becom- 
ing—the dreſs of my Seapoys magnificent—my 


' attendant beau the envy of the men, and the ad- 


miration of the women :—and could any happineſs 
be more complete than mine? 


My father, however, played the renegade, and 
exchanged his place in the phaeton, with a gen- 
tleman on horfeback : — he generally kept near us 

his 
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i- Wis eyes, what paternal approbetion' did they not 

be MWharkle with! though he ſeemed to forbid their 
1 is Mlying too much; and my beau had a dignity in 
er- his viſible ſatisfaction, that proved him to be of 
European birth and education—of taſte and ſenti- 
ment. For, however little he ſaid, he was to me 
the beſt male companion I have met with at Cal- 
cutta, the Governor and Mr. Hartly excepted. 


The ſpectators were numerous—many of which 
were Moors; and obſerve, Arabella, (though that 
piece of information is in no degree connected 
with my preſent ſubject) that the Moors of Indoſ- 
tan, often called Mongols, are of the faith of 
Omar, the Turkiſh Mahometans of the faith of 
Hali. | 


The horſes were led to the ſtarting chair, four 
in number; and the jockies, diſtinguiſhed by the 
colour of their turbans, prepared themſelves for 
the word of command—the word, Arabella, was 
IJ given, and they went off full ſpeed—my eyes fol- 
ls lowed them, not wholly impartially, for my fa- 

ther had declared his wiſhes, and his wiſhes were 
adopted by me. Our favourite was the ſucceſsful 
1 adventurer ; but, between ourſelves, ſuch are the 
. diſadvantages of climate, that one good Engliſh 
poſt-horſe would infallibly have born off the prize. 
; | We 


. — Ma — 
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We were refreſhed at the Governor's, in our 
return, with tea, coffee, &c. and from thence 
went home to ſleep, and to adorn ourſelves for 
the ball. 


100 not ſuſpect me of minding ſuch a thing, 
for I only mention it for its ſingularity for to me 
it was beyond meaſure ſingular, that the handſome 
inſenſible I had honoured ſo abundantly, in the 
face of all my , admirers, ſhould not have the po- 
liteneſs to aſk the favour of my hand for the even- 
ing—inſomuch that I reſolved, if he attempted it 
on my appearing in the ball-room, I would re- 
fuſe him. ws bas 
Note, Arabella, if you take it in your head to 
with to know the dreſſes of the company, either 
male or female, I ſhall refer you to the faſhions in 
England in their higheſt and moſt expenſive ſtate 
of ornament and decoration. For, except in the 
article of mourning, (which is chiefly the beautiful 
caſſemires, which are the produce and manufac- 
tures of the Eaſt)there is little difference between 
the appearance of a fine lady at Bengal, and a fine 
lady in London—for fine ladies in London have 
und out the elegance of enwrapping themſelves 
in ſhawls ; and thoſe treaſures of the mine, and of 
the ocean, diamonds and pearls, are well known 
| | in 
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ence in England, though not in ſuch profuſion; for 
for thoſe diſplayed at the ball room would, mode- 


rately ſpeaking, have purchaſed half a dozen prin- 
cipalities. | 


I can, however, at length juſtify the propriety 
of Doyly's behaviour (the name of my new. ac- 
quaintance) from finding he knew, though I did 
not, the etiquette of balls at Calcutta; for you 
muſt know the Eaſtern ladies, in order to pre- 
ſerve the peace and good order of ſociety, - as well 
as to promote the felicity of the evening, never 
dance above two country dances with one and the 
ſame gentleman—accordingly, you will perceive, 
had Doyly taken advantage of my; want of infor- 
mation, the trees of deſtruction would, the enſu- 
ing morn, have been witneſs to the bloodſhed, of 
which I ſhould have been the innocent, he the: 


guilty cauſe, \ 4 — 
The youth, however, kept cloſe to my father 
n the whole evening, (on which account, I doubt 
ie not, it was that I was taken in a ſoft moment) 


e when, with a diffidence and reſpect the Eaſtern air 
s wilt ſoon cure him of, he beſought the honour of: 
f going down one dance with me—though on recol- 
1 lection, he did not arrive at this high point of 
Wen until my father had ſanctioned his pre- 
ſumption 
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ſumption by one of his ſpeaking ſmiles. He ap- 
proached me, bowed, and bowed again when, 
(could you have ſuppoſed it ?) my hand, without 
the concurrence of my heart, was delivered up to 
him, and he had conducted me to my ſeat, before 
I was ſenſible of my breach of reſolution reſpecting 


In ſhort, my ſweet friend; if nabobiſm was not 
the ſtumbling-block of my ambition, and flattery 
here the daily incenſe of the ſex, there is no faying 
what might happen ; ſor Doyly's flattery is of a 
moſt infinuating kind—his eyes are full of expreſ- 
ſion, and the language of good fenſe flows from 
his lips —but, I have a vow, that ſtares my con- 
ſcience in the face, on the bare mention of Doy- 
ly's winning talents—and it is well I have: for, 
inſtead of the ceremony of appointing a diſtant 
day, and all the dangling viſits paid in conſe. 
quence thereof, you are liable, at Calcutta, to be 
plundered of your conſent any evening of your 
life; and, without time to collect yourſelf, much 
leſs to retract—by the Padra's being one of the 
company, may be induced to give him a claim to 
twenty gold mohrs, before he takes his leave; 
and fo, my good Arabella, lg in haſte, 

be * to repent at leiſure. 


The 
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The only remedy for which evil is, that, in- 
ſtead of the mortification ſo often experienced 
in England, on the matrimonial diſenchantment, 
you have innumerable methods of filling up your 
efore {time agreeably, and are not leſs beloved by the. 
Ring world, for loving your huſband no longer. 


After what I have already written of magnifi- 
cent entertainments, it muſt be unneceflary to 
mention, that our ſupper and fideboard were 


magnificent. 


The ball-room, at the Court-houſe, is ſpacious, 
and finely iMuminated—the attendance n 
and the ladies 2 


—— — 


Amongſt the reſt young Edwin bow'd, 
But never talk'd of love ; 


* 


our Nef which picture, Edmund Doyly is the original, 
ich you will diſcover in the courſe of my epiſtles. 


to Watſon's Works, a place for building bugeros 
e; nd ſmall floops, (the road to which lies acroſs ths 
te, eſplanade, to the river, in an oblique direction) is 
ſome miles from Calcutta —and to Watſon's 
Works, in order to ſee the launching of a large 
he bugero, 
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bugero, built on a new conſtruction, we repaired 
yeſterday, after taking our tea; and do but con- 
ceive the eclat of half a dozen, or more, of theſe 
Eaſtern barges, all freighted with elegant parties, 
gliding down the ſtream together, the oars beating 

time to thenotes of the clarinets and oboes. 


- Muſic has charms, ſays the poet, to ſooth a ſi- 
vage breaſt—what power muſt it then have over 
a humaniſed one, and eſpecially in an elegant bu- gave u 
gero l—the heavens the moſt glorious canopy I ve en 
54 ever beheld, and the ſurface of the water cryital- W nd ev 
| line beyond all imagination—the zephyrs but! gaudy 
will truſt myſelf with no further deſcription of it, WM uiner. 

for there is faſcination in the recollection of the 
ſcene—nor have you any thing in England to help An 
you to the fainteſt idea of t. render 


Doyly muſt, moreover, be brought into the pany 1 
 fore-ground—his perſon is ſo paſtoral, and bis vero t 
ſenſibility ſo oriental—had he the Mogul's diadem, W and tr 
he would place it, I am confident, upon my head, W (anti 
and, though entitled to all the privileges of 2 WW 1e{; of 
Muſſulman, live for me alone. and i 
= = | Fra hand. 
But, poor youth! he bas, it ſeems, his fortune the rc 
to make; and moſt precarious, of courſe, are his hendi 
proſpects of advancement ;z the arrow of diſeale W ther { 

| can 
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can impede the accompliſhment of the beſt-con- 
ceived deſigns, arreſt the arm of {kill, and bring 
on almoſt | inſtantaneous diſſolution. I enter, 
Arabella, into all his delicacies—I feel the fetters 
with which he is bound, and am ſorry my father 
is ſo encouraging to him, leſt a hope ſhould re- 
ceive birth therefrom—only to expire. 


The Works are admirable, 'and the launch 
gave univerſal ſatisfaction - and ſo profuſely were 
we entertained on the occaſion. with loll ſhrub, 
and every deſirable article, that we returned ap- 
plauding the ſpirit and politeneſs of our enter- 
tainer, 


An accident, however, took place, which will 
render water parties ineligible to me in future, 
The beauty of the evening drew all the com- 
pany upon deck—and a gentleman in the next bu- 
gero to ours, having drank too freely, was noiſy 
and troubleſome in his compliments, and ſo abun- 
dantly did he warm with his ſubject, that, regard- 
leſs of all danger, he advanced to the unrailed part, 
and inſiſted upon the honour of kiſſing my fair 
hand. I was not inclined to comply; for though : 
the rowers are dexterous, I could not help appre- 
hending it would bring the bugeros too cloſe toge- 


ther for our perfect ſafety —the company were, 
however, 
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however, of a different opinion; and, aſhamed uf 
perſiſt in fears that were peculiar to myſelf, I lean 
ed forward, ſupported by poor Doyly, to gratify 
him—when, to the equal ſurpriſe and offence of 
the whole party, he attempted to ſalute me. Fir. 
ed at this boldneſs, Doyly repulſed him with indig-· N. 
nation, and in the ſame inſtant was pulled over- 
board and your valiant N moſt opportunely 
fainted away. 


I coul 
his vivac 


CY 


He fell not, however NET LY thei 
Bacchanalian, a man of large fortune, had his arm 
* ſomehow entangled, ſo that they went ſouſe toge- 
ther, and were both fiſhed up by the dexterous 
Gentoos, (the water being, us it were, from their 
' diurnal immerſions, their natùxal element) before 
I was reſtored to life. | 


cident, 


ng happ 
5 tempt tc 
I looked anxiouſly around me, and, from my vclock 

3 


then feelings, ſhould certainly have relapſed, if 1 Doyly, « 
had not bebeld my half-drowned champion at aff}, 7, 
diftance. 'The company, as ſoon as it appeared have the 
no real harm had been done, very ſenſibly inter- 


borne ag 
poſed, and a general reconciliation ſucceeded. 5 


vas no le 
Mr. Doyly having changed his dreſs, joined us 445g : 
at ſupper.—< I think Sophia,” ſaid my father, Nnax:; br 
when he entered the ſaloon, © I have not heard | 

h you 


= 
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ou thank this knight for his ſtroke of Qujxotiſm 


on in your defence—he was near paying very dear for 
een . What reward, my young friend, ſhall we be- 
_ tow upon you?“ 

ce of f 

Fir « The honour,” replied the gallant Doyly, « of 
ndig Mgr g the hand I preſerved from outrage.” 

over- | 

uneh 1 could not forbear telling him, ſo unuſual was 


his vivacity, on this honour being granted him, 
chat he appeared much benefited by his plunge in- 
the the holy river—the waters of the Ganges being 
arm B:firmed by the Gentoos to poſſeſs, as I have alrea- 
toge · a mentioned, wonderful virtues. 


cher expect horrible viſions, in conſequence of an 
efore Incident, that has however gone off with aſtoniſh- 
ing happineſs to all parties for let me not at- 

tempt to ſleep, until I inform you, that at one 

8 Ls oclock, a chit-bearer arrived poſt with a letter to 
if! Doyly, conſiſting only of theſe words:“ If the 
encloſed is accepted, I ſhall then, and then only, 
feared have the courage to behold Miſs and Mr. Goldſ- 
" Wborne again.” And the peace-offering, Arabella, 
was no leſs than an appointment to a private ſecre- 
taryſhip, he had inſtantly obtained him; an intro» 
N of all others, the moſt promiſing for 
ng a fortune. And may every promiſe it is 
fraught 
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fraught with be fulfilled, though I . never 
live to Eo it l 


You may be fare this . action met with 
due commendation — and Mr. Hartly faid, that if 
Mrs. B would permit him to chooſe for her, 
Mr. M..ſhould be the man : for, as an antidote 
to intoxication, he-muſt obſerve, that when he 
was ſober, his heart was liberal, and his manners 
pleaſing. I felt for Mrs. D; but I might 
have ſpared my feelings—ſhe received Mr. Hartly, 
ſpeech with great good-humour, as a friendly jeſt 
—and- begged he would give her leave to chooſe 
for herſelf. Doyly is much pleaſed with this lady; 
and the fact is, ſhe wins unſpeakably on the ap- 
probation of us all—and, in every thing but one, 
I fincerely wiſh her merit may be rewarded. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXI. 


Mas. D—— has new merit in my ſight: our 
phactons drew up cloſe to each other on the race- 
ground, and we had chatted together for a few 
minutes, when a young fellow, ſuperbly-mounted, 
ſaluted ber with his hat, and aſked where he 
ſhould find her ſon—ſhe directed him to a diſtant 
ſpot, where I perceived a youth with a plain per- 
ſon, but apparently well ſatisfied with himſelf, 
that put a period to all my nonſenſical apprehenſi- 
ons, for he could not be much more than fifteen : 
an age ſo unſuitable to mine, as to be alone ſuffict- 
ent ſecurity againſt my father's forming the deſign 
had ſuſpected. 


« Is that gentleman your ſon,” ſaid I, « Ma- 
dam ?“ with an emotion that marked, I am afraid, 
a rather uncivil furpriſe. It is Mr. D———s 
lon,” replied ſhe, „and as ſuch I acknowledge 
bim—for though his father, on ſome trifling of- 
fence, forgot he was his child, by the fortune he 
left me, I ſhall always conceive myſelf bound to 

I provide 
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provide for him.” —Perceiving I was about to com- 
pliment her upon ſo generous a way of thinking, 
ſhe added, „there are duties,” my dear young 
lady, “I need not inform you, which it is a re- 
proach to us not to comply with, thou gh no poſi. 
tive inſtitution. —ſ am only the agent of Providence 


in this buſineſs and ſhould ill deſerve the bleſ- 
ſings I enjoy (ſhe ſighed, Arabella, as if ſome 
' blefling, nevertheleſs, was unattained) if I forgot 
his orphan claims to my protection.“ 


If this is not greatneſs of ſoul, it is ſomething 
vaſtly like it, according to my ideas. What claims 
could this child have to Mrs. D 's favour— 
when his father was the enemy of her peace, and 
the tyrant of her exiſtence ? It is a ſweet fea- 
ture in her character, and ſhall be revered by me. 


Doyly's eyes ſparkled with approbation, whilſt 
ſhe uttered the words I have written for your pe- 
ruſal; and I ſhallonly obſerve upon the occaſion, 
the different conduct of the world, in different in- 
ſtances—for, had Mrs. D acted as thou- 
ſands would have done, towards this miſerable- 
looking boy, the ſtory of her unkindneſs would 
have been in every one's mouth and they would 


8 have doubled her fortune in their report, for the 
pleaſure 
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pleaſure of doubling her guilt. But when her li- 
berality of mind has ſo honourably diſplayed itſelf, 
eren at Calcutta no one was found forward, on the 
mention of her name, to give her ſuch well carn- 
ed praiſe. 

The gentlemen pronounced this day's ſport 
much ſuperior to yeſterday's ; but I cannot ſay 1 
diſcovered any ſuch thing: however, Arabella, I 
diſcovered, what gave me great concern, - that 
with the amuſement of the turf, the ſpirit of bet- 
ting has been imported at Bengal, and the mad- 
neſs is, who ſhall be firſt undone. 


We paſſed the night a ſecond time at the Court- 
houſe 3 but the ball was a compliment of the go- 


rernor's, and well conducted: and thus our races 
ended. 


The -next amuſement is- the theatre—which 
would have opened ſooner, but from ſome neceſ- 
lary repairs in the ſcenery, which were not known 
to be wanting, until it was too late to accompliſh 
them in the defired time. 


My Bramin has been here this morning, and 
ſhakes his head · at the gay life Ilead;—and, to own 
. I 2 


the 


* . 
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the truth to you, Arabella, I am not quite clear, 
but have at this moment the ſeeds of ſome alarm. 
ing diſeaſe about me :—may you never experience 
the miſery of unſtrung nerves ! or your charming 
. ſpirits become the victim of burning ſuns, or bane- 
ful dews !—My heart dies within me, from the 
apprehenſion of what my dear father will ſuffer, 
-if the mementos of my mortality, which now 
hang about me, ſhould increaſe. Shattered con- 
ſtitutions, expiring friends, laſt adieus, and me- 
lancholy regrets, I cannot tell wherefore, wholly 
occupy my thoughts—it may be only- fatigue; or, 
perhaps, this letter will contain the ultimate levi- 
ties of my pen. Be aſſured, however, I ſhall de- 
part, if my hour is now come, in the true faith of 
an European—the faith confirmed by all around 
me—that there is no climate more ſalubrious than 
Britain—no people more bleſſed—no days more 
pleaſurable, or nights more tranquil, than her 
temperate air beſtows,—Farewell, my Arabella! 
Rapid is the progreſs of diſeaſe in India, I now 
have juſt ſufficient remaining ſtrength to bid you 
farewell—and it is not improbable, that by this 

© hour to-morrow morning I may be in eternity. 


Farewell ! 


— 7 I muſt 


time e 
wretct 


Frie 
ſtacles 
vou, 
vincec 


from 


future 


uprig] 
been 


bleſſe 


ſenſe 
fiden. 


* 
72 v 
HART LT HOUSE 173 


I muſt write on while I have the power. — Mrs. 
7 the Hartly, as is her-never-failing kind cuſtom, open- 
ulter, ed my door to with me a good night. I exerted 
now myſelf to the utmoſt, that the repoſe of her and 
con. her family might not be interrupted—it will be. 
time enough in the morning, to make my friends 
aol vretched. 


or, 

me Friendly attachments, Arabella, are great ob- 
þ of ſacles to piety: the paſſage to eternity is, I grant 
und Jou, an awful one; but the thoughts, I am con- 
* vinced, linger on temporal ground, much more 
bre from the ties of affection, than the dread of our 


future condition. Thoſe whoſe lives have been 
upright; and who have, in repeated inſtances; 
been the care of Providence, dare not doubt of 
| bleſſedneſs hereafter z and thoſe who have a uſt 
ſenſe of the efficacy of repentance, will have con- 
fidence therein, and, of courſe, due reſignation. - 
My father, how will he learn to ſurvive me? O 
could I recall my error in one reſpect, a moſt into- 
lerable weight would be taken off my heart. Doyly 


I can point out a comforter for, and a ſucceſſor in 
his 


7 
* 
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his tenderneſs; a ſiſter of Mrs. Hartly's, who, 
with twenty times my mental merit, is every way 
my ſuperior in perſon alſo; but I am well aware it 
will be ſome time before the young man will behold 
her with my eyes. My father, my deareſt father! 
(wicked creature as I have been) who ſhall comfort 
| him -t grow worſe and worſe, and muſt, I fear, 
ſubmit to medical regulation, 


A LET- CONC 


| x 


H A RTLY HOUS 2. 175 
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LETTER XXII. 


How fortunate it is for us both, that the Eaſt- 
India packets arrive not every day; for my laſt 
letter would have wounded your mind, without 
any benefit to me, —But I will tell you all that has 
happened, in my uſual narrative manner. | 

Doyly, I am told, has behaved himſelf very 
well during my illneſs, which, Arabella, was ſhort, 
but moſt ſevere, and has left me ſo totally emaci- 
ated, that this is the firſt time, for three weeks, 
that T have been able to reſume my pen. He wait- 
ed whole hours in an antj-chamber, for the pur- 
poſe of enabling himſelf to worry my phyficians 
with enquiries how I went on; which is conſidered 
as a high compliment to the patient : and pafled 
his nights in ſupporting my father. Thank Hea- 
ven, I am reſtored to their wiſhes, and that Hart- 
ly-Houſe is delivered from an abſolute nuiſance of 


friendly ſalams, on my account. 


My dear Mrs. 8 (for dear I ſhall ever- 
more hold her) from a knowledge of Mrs. Hartly's 
condition, which rendered her unfit for ſo fatigu- 

ing 


96 * 
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| ing a taſk, was my regulating nurſe. „ O fly, 

Madam,“ faid I to her, when ſhe firſt preſented 
| herſelf, «flyz this is aſſuredly the chamber of 
death!“ 


176 


« T would not knowingly ruſh upon deſtructi- 


on, faid ſhe, “or hazard my life in a common 
cauſe - but I love you better than a life of diſho. 


nour, which mine would be, if I forſook my 


friend in her hour of need :—commit yourſelf, 


therefore, .as an obligation I will ever acknow- 


ledge, to my care and kindneſs, and know this is 
not the firſt ſervice of frindſhip I have ſucceſsfully 


engaged in—ls it not a double life I am anxious to. 


preſerve ?” 


ce 0 Madam,” cried I, « are we alone . 
We are,” replied Mrs. D: „ then, if you 


| can diveſt yourſelf of apprehenſions from my 


breath, kneel by me, and compoſe my mind by 
one ſolemn promiſe.” «TI kneel, Miſs Goldſborne,” 
ſaid ſhe, „ in the preſence of him, I truſt, who 
will preſerve you, and pledge myſelf to perform 
whatever you aſk of me, if in my power.” —“ My 
father, Madam, ifhe ſurvives me, will you be the 
ſuſtaining friend of my father ?—O deareſt Ma- 
dam, I deſerve your hate—your ſevereſt diſplea- 
ſure, inſtead. of the affection you bear me z—for I 

| . „ 


* 
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have dreaded an event, as an evil, that will alone 
enable me to die in peace. Wedded to my mo- 
ther's memory, his heart is for ever in her coffin, 
and in this ſtate has he been left hours, by the 
girl, whoſe felicity was his ſole object, to tender 
melancholy and unavailing lamentation.— What 
dire enemy of his peace and mine, ſuggeſted the 
idea to me, that it was meritorious in him to be 
miſerable, and filial virtue in me to rejoice in his 
miſery l' You muſt not agitate yourſelf, in 
this manner,” ſaid the amiable Mrs. D——  : 
« nor ſhall you be difſembled with on this occaſi- 
on doubt not my good-will to relieve your fa- 
ther's mind; for, perhaps, that good-will has 
great ſhare in my preſent conduct. Perhaps, So- 
phia, all amiable as you are, you would never 
have been dear 5 my heart, had you not been 
Mr. Goldſborne's child. Be compoſed, therefore, 
and reſt aſſured, that Providence will not forſake 
ſo worthy a man—he will be conſoled, though 
both you and I were no more.” 


« Let me have pen and ink,” ſaid I, eagerly, 
te before' my reaſon is impaired—41 will write but 
three words, and you ſhall then, do as you pleaſe 
by me: a pen and ink was brought me by a poor 
Gentoo girl I had been kind to, who weeping, 
took Mrs. D 's place at my bedſide, to give 
me her beſt.afliſtance. I wrote as follows, 


3 5 Pardon, 
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c Pardoh, dear Sir, pardon your child, who, 
with the proſpect of danger before her, is moſt ſo- 
licitous for your welfare.—You are alone in the 
world, and who ſhall adminiſter conſolation to 
you when I am no more? The bleſſed ſpirit of my 
mother (if the dead are conſcious of the actions of 
the living) is intereſted in the cauſe I have at 
heart: - prove your reſignation. to Heaven, by 
_ withdrawing your affections from the aſhes of her 
you have ſo long ſurvived, and make atonement 
for the worſt ſin of my life (wiſhing an union be- 
tween you and the only woman on earth capable 
of ſoothing your ſorrows, might never take place): 


And reconcile me, deareſt Sir, to myſelf, by pro- 


miſing me you will ſolicit her acceptance of you ;— 
aud be, in my laſt moment, what I have ever found 
| * A the kindeſt of fathers to Sophia Goldiborn.” 


7" Take this,” ſaid I, to the poor Gaia girl, 
« take it inſtantly to my father, and tell him I 
| ſhall not ſleep, until T receive his anſwer.” 


She flew back, with theſe youls, haſtily inſcrib- 
ed with a pencil: | 


% Sleep, my beloved child, thy afflicted father 
conjures thee to ſleep in peace :—he will obſerve 


your requeſt, he will religiouſly obſerve it, as he 
would 


e 
1e 
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would a voice from Heaven. But if you wiſh him 

happineſs, endeavour to live; for his happineſs 

moſt eſſentially depends upon the life of his So- 

phia—who, living or dead, thilll regulate his fu- 
ture conduct by her wiſhes.” 


Mrs. D——— was a ſilent ſpectator of this 
ſcene, and appeared alone anxious for my com- 
poſure: ſhe gave me my medicines with her own 
hand; and for eight and forty hours my condition 
was deemed hopeleſs—a criſis then took place 
and I will exhauſt my ſtrength no more on this oc- 
caſion, for have I not told you I am reſtored ? 


Mrs. Hartly and Doyly have oppreſſed Mrs.. 
D-——— with thanks—my father has alone 
thanked her, in'the happineſs he diſplays on my 
recovery feel for her a daughter's tenderneſs, a 
daughter's gratitude, and look forward with rap- 
ture to the period, that will give me the name alſo 
—for, Arabella, if preſerving my life (which, un- 
der Providence, ſhe has done) at the hazard of 
her own, is not a maternal act, I know not what 
deſerves that name and I will love her, dearly 
love her, for her mental reſemblance of her 


£ 
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LETTER XXIL 


But love, the diſturber of high and of low, 


Myr father and Mrs. D, without ſpeaks © 
ing a ſingle word to each other on the ſubject, are 
certain, from the train into which I have brought 
things, of their intentions. But Doyly, though * 
he dances round me on my recovery, with ardent 
delight, breathes not a ſyllable to me of the ſtate 
of his affections, or the colour of his wiſhes — 
teizing creature ? I will, Azabells, think (that, is. 
write) no more of him. 


= 


You have heard of alligators, (a pretty con- - 
traſt for the gentle Doyly !) and their depredations, 
but it ſeems, unleſs you throw yourſelf in their 
way, in their natural element, the human ſpecies 
have nothing to fear from them, whilſt living, 


But when the Gentoos, as is one of their pious 
cuſtoms, lay their dead (or, what is more ſhock- 
ing, their dying friends) at low-water mark, that 
the flowing tide of the ſacred Ganges may bury, 
and parity them from all their ſins—the alligators 

make, 
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make, together with vultures, and other animal 
of prey, their feaſt on them. 


The tide, in general, does its office—but not 
till after the above-deſcribed circumſtance has ta- 
ken place—a nuiſance, and outrage upon the feel. 
ings, I wonder the police do not corre&t—for 
beſides the appearance, ſo dreadful to humanity, 
of mangled limbs and headleſs trunks, which are 
daily ſeen by all who paſs that way, impurities 
muſt impregnate the air, to augment its native 
putridity at certain periods, ' endanger the 
lives of the inhabitants of this place. 


This diſpoſition of the dead, is a practice con- 
fined to a certain number of caſts or claſſes only— 
for there are other caſts, as you may read in the 

European newſpapers, that burn the bodies of 
their departed friends or relatives, and preſerve 
their aſhes with great piety. And of this number 
are thoſe wives, who, with a degree of heroiſm, 
that, if properly directed, would do honour to the 

female world, make an affectionate and voluntary 
ſiucriſice of themſelves upon the funeral pile of their 

- departed huſbands ;—it is true, there have been 
inſtances of their ſhewing reluctance - but thole 
inſtances ſeldom occur. 


No 
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No bride ever decked herſelf out with more ala- 
crity or elegance, than the women about to give 
this laſt proof of their conjugal attachment and 
they are, no doubt, ſanctified to all intents and 
purpoſes by the prieſt's fiat, and paſs immediately 
into the preſence of Brumma, to receive their re- 
ward. This mode of facrifice, is, however, at- 
tended with much expence, or human bonfires 
would be unending exhibitions; and hence the 
cuſtom, it is preſumable, of burying them in the 
rater; and ſo eager are they to obtain this ſu- 
ET IS 3 thoſe who are paſt recovery 
and, by the way, their ſuperitition forbids their 
ors the means, in many inſtances, for their re- 
covery, under the idea of oppoſing the will of 
Providence) that they are conveyed with all imagi- 
nable piety, and often with their own conſent, to 
the banks of the river, and there fitted, by its ri- 
ling waves, for their tranſlation from earth to hea- 


ven. 


Lou have alſo read of the barbarous exhibition 
of men, ſuſpended from heights, by hooks run 
through the fleſhy part of their ſhoulders, and 
ſtuck on machines barbed with ſpikes :—theſe 
acts are acts of choice, in order to reſtore a poor 
excommunicated wretch to the privileges of his 
caſt, or claſs—for, on flagrant miſbehaviour, they 

* are 


— 


\ 
— —— — — —- ˙ w. ˙¹ Ä N ̃ r m :N;N ̃ -. , , —— — '. 
— 1 8 
- . 0 
* % * 
- = 
. 


184 HARTLY HOUSE. 

are excluded, ſuch as eating forbidden things, or 
other fimilar breaches of their religious duties. 
And thoſe who furvive this diſplay of what they 
will do and ſuffer to atone for their faults, are re- 
inſtated in all their forfeited claims, and their fins 


| are not only forgiven, but forgotten for ever. 


2 Taſked my Bramin, on his making me his con- 


gratulation on my recovery, to tell me what tranſ- 
migrations (according to the beſt of his opinion) 


would have been my fate, if I had died, as was 


expected, in my illneſs. —He ſmiled—bluſhed, 1 


think—and gave me to ynderſtand, that I ſhould 


never have Joſt the power of pleaſing, becauſe 1 


have not exerciſed that power unworthily in my 


human ſhape 4 I ſuppoſe then,” faid I, «I may 


conetude, from your complaiſance, that I ſhould 


have figured away as a cockatoo, or ſung myſelf 


into ſomebody's good graces. in the form of a min- 


 ho—or, perhaps, have been honoured with the 


perion (if I may ſo call it) of a Bramine kite.” — 
He ſhook his head, and made me believe it very 
probable, that, as I had ſo long been worſhipped 
as a lady, I might be favoured with divine ho- 
nours, when I commenced one of the feathered 
race,—I am amuſed by theſe little ſallies— for well 


does my Bramin know, I reſpect his religious te- 


nets, though I do not ſubſcribe to them; and can 


1 tad 


—— 
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never think myſelf entitled to laugh at any faith 
that is ſeriouſly adopted, and piouſly adhered to. 


I, in the concluſion, 3 told bim, 2 
unleſs I loſt my conſciouſneſs with my form, I 
ſhould be happy to know myſelf under his protec- 
tion —for I really think ſo highly of you, ſaid I, 
that you are deemed by me, one of the kindeſt of 
the kind people to which you belong. He pro- 
miſed me to obſerve every lovely creature, (that 
was his word) if he ſurvived me, in order to ac- 
compliſh my wiſh, and render himſelf it bapy by 
being We to me. 


- Doyly abſented hiraſelf ſuddenly this morning 
—the dinner and tea have paſſed away, and no 
Mr. Doyly:—it is. very well—but if he ſuppoſes 
theſe unaccounted for withdrawings, are the way 
to try my heart, he will ſoan diſcover he is miſta» 
ken, 


I find, to ſpeak the truth, no principles ſo ſtea» 
dy, or manners fo uniform, in all India, as Mrs. 
5 She has ſubdued pride, vanity, and 
affectation, or the could not be the woman the is. 

"IL b And, 
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And, from the happy effects of my indiſpoſition, I 


ſhall ever rejoice in the recollection of it; for it 
was the only means on earth of opening my eyes 


to my duty, or of teaching my heart to perform it. 


* Tor" 
. —— 


Doyly, wich a face of deſpair, preſented him- 
ſelf at ſupper. And. was rallied, I thought (not- 


| withſtanding all my private wrath) unopportunely, 


upon his having been an abſentee, contrary to his 
uſual cuſtom.—His reply died on his lips, and! 
did not dare to meet his eyes, from miſgivings of 
which I could not divine the cauſe. 


What, Arabella, can have befallen him ?—Has 


fome nabobeſs made overtures to him, he is com- 
- pelled from pre- engagement to decline ?—Can he 


be ſentenced to forego the height of heaven, and 
toil out his exiſtence in the diamond mines ?— 


Has he blighted his little riſing proſpects at the 
gaming table, that bane of proſperity to thouſands? 


—O Doyly, ſoftly let me ſpeak it—could my for- 


tune repair the breaches in your's, how immedi- 
ately, if I was miſtreſs of it, ſhould peace be re- 


ſtored to your breaſt ! And fatal experience, your 
own natural good-nature and good ſenſe, would 


or it 
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ſecure you in future from falling—In vain did I 
ſeek to read the cauſe of his ſorrows, in both his 
and my father's countenance ; I am retired to my 
chamber, agitated by conjectures. —Surely, com- 
mon friendſhip might have induced them to deli- 
ver me from the pangs of ſuſpence, and the 


tions of a diſturbed imagination. Mrs. Hartly 
taps at my door—ſhe will relieve me from doubts | 


that torture me, and fears that 


ten I know 
not what. " Fa a 


The only misfortune I was unſuſpicious of, has 


befallen me. Doyly fails for Europe to-morrow, 
with ſome important diſpatches, which, from the 
nature of his new appointments are entruſted to 
his care. 


Alas, Arabella, who ſhall hereafter venture to 


ſay an event is proſperous,! when that moſt ap- 
parently ſo, thus proves, in the perſon of poor 


Doyly, the cauſe of his greateſt mortification. The 


honour, or the danger, of his voyage, which ſhall 
I teach my mind to dwell upon? I can antici- 


pate, though I cannot follow, your advice. But 


what ſays I; that great maſter of hu« 
man nature? DOES hs * 


Let 
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Let no one judge of love but thoſe who feel it. 
Beware then, my dear girl! how you dilate deci- 


fively i in a caſe, that never was, and perhaps ne- 
r can be your own. | 


— 


eee ſoften the boſom's keen bun. 
Lethe can baniſh the pain? 


| Good | night, 1 I will no longer expoſe myfelE 


He breakfaſted with us, and my father deſired 
Mrs. Hartly to tell me to bid him adieu, on his 


_ embarkation for England But what adieu can 
bid the poor fellow, that will not betray my ten- 
derneſs for him? His looks, during the whole pe- 
riod we were together, fpoke a language my heart 


too well underſtood. Youth of my beſt approbati- 


on] companion of my pleaſanteſt hours! who: 
_ * .._ Congenial taſte and ſentiment has afforded me fo 


mich delight ! worthy young man !/farewell! for 
eyer farewell! Tell my Arabella all my impnted 
conſequence—paint your own partial eſtimate of 
my little merits in their ſtrongeſt colourings—tell 
her T poſſeſs wealth, fame, admiration—every 


- thing that is deſirable, but, happineſs, and that! 
lone labour to ſupport exiſtence, for the repoſe of 

| my 1 This was, however, my mental ſoli- 
| | loquy, | 
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not, even in your moſt private thoughts. A friend 
of either ſex, at Calcutta, that is a native of Eng- 
land, and of Engliſh education, who can be grave 


without ſolemnity, and gay without levity, is a 


treaſure beyond all Golconda can beſtow. I ill, 


however, ſhake off this ill-timed ſoftneſs, and 
learn to ſubmit myſelf with a good grace to all the 


changes and chances of my deſtiny but we can 


bear our wants much better than our loſſes, which, 


is a cutting, becauſe an applicable remark on my 
own ſituation. Our laſt hour, however, is not 
yet come, for he will drink tea with us. 


He is gone, Arabella; and filence was the only 


language of adieu between us. He eat not, he 
drank not, he ſighed not, but ſuddenly looking on 
his watch, and finding he muſt depart, he kiſſed 
both Mrs. Hartly's hands, touched one of mine, 
barely touched it, with his lips, and left us - ne- 
ver more, perhaps, to return | 


The good-natured Mrs. Hartly's eyes were ſuf- 
fuſed by tears. There is not,” ſaid ſhe, “ his 
equal, for his age, in all the Eaſt, He has all the 


bquy, not my addreſs. I ſhall alarm you, 4 | 
bella, by this avowal of my regret, but cenſure me 
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promiſe about him of being a great man; but for 
my part, well as I wifh him, I could not have pre. 


vailed upon myſelf to adviſe him, as your father 
did, to erofs the ocean, Tones of his agree- 


able bee. 


mn thing but this I ae fortitude, Mr 
berche mention of my father's name, as the au- ¶ Fribed 
thor of my giſtreſs; there was no concealing my hove of 
feelings! «And, did my father, Madam,” I ſtop- 
. ped, ſenſible of my error. Mrs. Hartly, how. 
|, ever, as perfectly underſtood me, as if I had for! 
wrote a volume upon the occaſion —and faid every 
| ſoothing, every poſſible word, that benevolence 
and friendſhip could ſuggeſt and led me to my 
apartment. My beft prayers, Arabella, will at- | 
tend him, but I will mention him no more. | X 
Vour's, « 80 


8. G. 
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LETTER XXIV. 


Moy Bramin—how fweet is religion, as de- 
ſcribed by him !—the love of the Deity, and the 
love of our fellow-creatures, its fundamentals 


and peace and charity the ſuperſtructure. 


For love, this young prieſt affirms, refines the 
ſentiment, ſoftens the ſenſibility, expands our na- 
tural virtues, extinguiſhes every idea of jealouſy 
or competitorſhip, and unites all created beings 
in one great chain of affection and friendſhip. 


« So far,” replied I, © fo far, my good Sir, 
for the happy ſide of the proſpect; but what 


cure have you for the wounds your ſenſibility muſt 


receive by the diſſolution of the tendereſt ties of 
friendſhip, the ſurvival of your deareſt con- 
neCtions ?” 


« We reſolve every event,” faid the amiable 
Bramin, into the divine appointment, and dare 
not repine.“ e g s 


« This 


k 
f 
4 
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« This is very delightful doctrine in theory, 


Sir, returned I. And ſalutary in practice, 


Madam,” replied he, « as the man before you i; 


à living teſtimony ;—for that he was born 2 


_ Bramin, he ſubmits to, as the will of Heaven— 


and that you are the lovelieſt of women, he ac. 


edges) with pious rebgnativn.” 


- I was aſtoniſhed—Mrs. Hartly wad ſilent — and 
the Bramin retired, with more emotion than quite 


accorded with his corrected temper, as if he felt 
be had ſaid too much. 


Wietch that I am, Arabella! this confeſſion, 
which I ſhall ever remember with pain, did I, in 
the idle gaiety of my heart, ardently aſpire af. 
ten —0O, how I lament, that young men and wo- 


men (with few exceptions, I am afraid) cannot 


form a friendſhip of the tranquil and liberal kind, 
a friendſhip that ends not in an excluſion of all 


other attachments, I mean as to precedence !— 


A life of. voluntary celibacy, an unſocial ſtate, 


which nature revolts at, is the life of a Bramin— 
for the joys of converſation ſurpaſs all other joys, 
they are the peculiar bleſſing of the human race. 
And you find Arabella, the mental claims are the 
Tame i in al{—for, that 1 am a converſible being, 
is the attraction with this Gentoo devotee.—l 
therefore 
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cor), YN tierefore at length ſee, and ſubſcribe to, 
the wiſdom of confining , their amuſements to 
their pagodas, and their public ſhews; 
for they have hearts made for ſociety, and, 
having once taſted the pleaſures ſocial inter- 
courſe gives, muſt paſs their days in ſecretly con- 
demning, what they openly profeſs to approve, 
the miſconceived tenets of Brumma—for I am 
my clear, the wonderful and enchanting gift of 


you is 


oo ſpeech was not beſtowed upon us, | to be ſons and 
* daughters of ſolitude. 
. . 


Doyly's departure has only been a prelude to 
the loſs of our Governor, and every creature is 
plunged into diſconſolationg Not a bugero will 
be unoccupied it is the laſt proof of their heart- 
felt reſpe&t they can ſhew him; and you may 
judge of the preparation, when I tell you, it is 
an abſolute voyage they have reſolved upon, to 
do him honour. 


The Company it is affirmed by thoſe who ap- 
pear well informed, will, by this event, be de- 


prived of a faithful and able ſervant; the poor, 
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of a compaſſionate and generous friend; the gen- 
teel circles, of their beſt ornament; * 


Houſe of a revered Ow: 


He has three times, it ſeems, ſtood forth, in 
his late public ſtation, the worthy character I 
found him—and his plans of government have 
procured him the repeated thanks and plaudits of 
the Company, —But, 


Envy will merit, as its ſhade, purſue. 


A more uniform good man, or ſo competent a 


judge of the advantages of the people, he will 
not leave behind him; nor poſſibly can a ſuc- 
ceſſor be -tranſmitted, of equal information and 
abilities. For, Arabella, he has made himſelf 
maſter of the Perſian language, that key to the 
knowledge of all that onght to conſtitute the 
Britiſh conduct in India, or can truly advance the 
Britiſh intereſts, —But I am getting upon political 
ground; and will only add, as the friends of this 
gentleman obſerve, that, as the ſun is often ob- 
ſcured, without leflening its brightneſs, ſo the 
clouds, which have ſo unaccountably gathered 
ground his fame, may I fay, (will they ſay) be 
one day univerſally and ultimately diſpelled. 


'The 


The 
Mrs. H- 
(for the 
Mrs. M- 
gold mo 
complaiſ 
Two bla 
attendan 
pill be e 


My f 


HARTLY HOUSE. 198 


The whole place is engaged in adieus, and 
Mrs. H will be accompanied to England 
for the Governor fails in a different ſhip) by a 
Mrs. M—, who has been preſented with 500 
gold mohrs (a thouſand pounds) in return for her 
complaiſance in making the voyage with her. 
Two black girls, and a ſteward, are Mrs. H 
attendants ; and the ſtate cabin and round-houſe 
vill be entirely devoted to her uſe. 


\ 


My father wiſhes me to make one in Mrs. 
Ds bugero; but I think it impoſſible I can 
comply with that wiſh—ſo recently as poor Doyly 
has quitted us, and ſo diſtreſſing as all bidding 
adieu is to the feelings of your 


S. G. 


LETTER 


LETTER XXV. 


TT is over, and we behold our Governor no 
more. — He would have taken leave of his friends 
at Diamond Point, but they would not hear of 

ſuch a thing their bugeros were well ſtored with 
proviſions, and every requiſite, &c. ſo with pen- 
dants flying, and bands of muſic, to the laſt man 
and inſtrument to be found in Calcutta, they at- 
tended him to Sauger, the extremity of the 
＋ iver. 


He was, moreover, ſaluted by nineteen guns 
from every Indiaman at Bengal, and the general 
voice, in all quarters, continues to be, they neer 
ſhall look upon his like again. 


They returned not, Arabella, until they be- 
held the packet and Indiaman ſail out of ſound- 
ings; in the former of which was the Governor, 
and in the latter his wife: and then ſlowly, and 
with ſolemn muſic, made for Diamond Point, 
where Palanquins, to an incredible number, were 
in waiting to convey them to their reſpective 


homes. 
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I paſſed the period of their abſence at Hartly 
Bungilo—my father not only conſenting to my de- 
clining the party, from a hint of Mrs. Hartly's, 
chat the fatigue would be too much for me, but 
Lying his injunctions upon me, not to think of 
going; — and Mrs. Rider, and the children, were 
unremitting in their endeavours to amuſe me, and 


keep up my ſpirits. 


— 


But I found time for meditation; and the re- 
ſult is, that I ſhudder at the narrowneſs and il- 
liberality of my paſt conduct For what but nar- 
rowneſs and illiherality of heart, could for a mo- 
ment have incited me to ſuppoſe, that my father's 
union with an amiable accompliſhed woman, 
would weaken his affection for me, or throw his 
conjugal faith and tenderneſs into ſhade? | 


O Arabella, Arabella, admirably does Roche-- 
foucault diſtinguiſh, when he affirms, « that there 
is much more of ſelf-love, than love for the object, 
in jealouſy ;”—for, if we love truly (I am now con- 
vinced) in the character of either huſband, wife, 
child, or friend, the Happineſt of thoſe we love 
will infallibly be the firſt-rate canfideration with 
us;—and that I was not aware of the benefits 
that muſt accrue, from having an aſſiſting and 
relieving partner in the buſineſs of promoting my 
{1 father's - 
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father's tranquillity, is a crime of my nature | 
will not eaſily pardon. Toh 


I intreat you will be very particular in tranſ. 
mitting me all that paſſes in your interview with 
poor Doyley : this requeſt originates ſolely from 
common good wiſhes towards him—for would it 


not be an impeachment of the friendſhip I bear 


his friends, to be unmindful of his fate ?—not 
that I bar your concluſions, be they what they 
may, ſo you only do me the juſtice to believe 
am, | | % 4 


Tour ', moſt affectionately, 


8. G. 
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LETTER XXVL 


Hxxcxr ORTH, Arabella, you are to con- 
ider me in a new point of view. — Aſlamed of 
the manners of modern Chriſtianity, (amongſt 
the profeſſors of which acts of devotion are ſub- 
jects of ridicule, and charity, in all its amiable 
branches, a polite jeſt) I am become a convert to 
the Gentoo faith, and have ** Bramin to inſtruct. 

me per diem. a . 


What a ſweet picture would the pen of Sterne 
have drawn of this young man's perſon ! But 
ſuch is the European narrowneſs of ſentiment, 
that if I was to attempt to- * it, you would in- 
ſtantly conclude, 


I love the precepts for the teacher's fake, 
But love, I can aſſure you, is not ſo ſpon- 


taneous an effect (in general) of a friendſhip be- 
tween the ſexes, in India as in England ; the ob- 


Jett of admiration being mental charms, , which 
bid defiance to decay. 


. 
* 
x * 
« 
- 
— 
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The Mahometans have their public proceſſiong 
as well as the Gentoos; but the colour of their 
minds, ſo unlike that amiable people, is diſplayed 
-therein—for the Gentoos dance, ſing, and pay 
their enraptured homage to their idols with bene- 
volent aſpects whereas the cuſtom of the ſons of 
Omar is to exhibit ſham-fights, as they are called, 
though often productive of very fatal and: bar- 
barous conſequences inſomuch that, on my firſt 
knowledge of the light and darkneſs theſe re- 
ligious ſhews are to each other, I felt myſelf in 
danger of becoming a Braminate, though all the 
wealth of Indoſtan could not bribe me to Seer 
a Mahometan. 


And ſtriking, indeed, are the oppoſite tenets 
of theſe oppoſite people—for the Gentoos, with 
a liberality of temper for which I ſhalt ever ho- 
nour them, beſtow ſouls without number, and 
exiſtence without end, on both ſexes ;—the proud 
muſſulmen make a. monopoly of immortality in 
their own perſons—for which piece of unautho- 
rized daring,'I am unable to reſtrain. my indig- 
nation towards them, nor would I honour even 
the nabob himſelf with an exception, but that 1 
have hopes of his apoſtacy—for, Arabella, when- 
ever the time ſhall arrive, when either your 


charms or.mine are deſtined to convince him he 
5 has 
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has a heart to fall a victim thereto, he will not, 
he cannot perſiſt in refuſing us a ſoul alſo. 
Then his wealth pleads ſo powerfully for him, 
and his high-ſounding title, and his magnificence 
altogether—that one has very little to ſay in his diſ- 
favour.— If you have made the obſervation, that 
the wicked tyrant Surajah Dowla, the deſtroyer 
of the Engliſh at Calcutta, is ſtyled a Soubah, 
you may perhaps wiſh to underſtand the dif- 
ference between a Soubah and a Nabob.—The 
Moors, or Mahometan princes, are ſaid to have 
introduced the diviſion of India into pro- 
vinces, or, as they are called in their lan- 
guage, ſoubahs; which provinces, being of 
ſuch immenſe extent as to form whole em- 
pires, were ſubdivided into nabobſhips, every 
nabob of courſe being immediately accountable to 
his ſoubah for his conduct and government. But 
ia proceſs of time, from internal commotions and 
irrepreſſible invaſions, both ſoubahs and nabobs 
became almoſt independent of the Mogul him- 
ſelf, or at leaſt held their dominions under him 
by the ſole tenure of an annual tribute. The 
rajahs, or kings, as you will find in the hiſtory of 
Indoſtan, are the unconquered Black Monarchs, 
who poſſeſs the Northern provinces, and furniſh - 
the Mogul emperor, or any other prince, with 
troops of their own complexion, called Rajapoots, 
from their royal deſcent; who fight like the Swiſs. 
| 13 | for 
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| For pay, without any curioſity or principle reſpect- 
ing the cauſe of conteſt. But a droll practice of 
| theirs is, that on beholding their leader flain, 
they inſtantly deem themſelves abſolved from 
every engagement, and, openly laying down their 
arms, run out of the field—and this without in- 
curring the ſlighteſt impeachment of their cou- 


The great military officers of the Mogul are 
called Omrahs, and if they have been generals, 


they are called Mirzas. But though the Pagan 


rajahs and nobility inherit the honours and 
| eſtates of their anceſtors, there are no ſuch 
things as . hereditary honours or eſtates amongſt 
the Moors or Mahometans; but, on their de- 
ceaſe, all their poſſeſſions, real and per- 
ſonal, are ſeized by the ſovereign, as in Turkey. 
And, Arabella, you-have heard much in England 


of jaghires, which I can inform you are neither 


more or leſs than theſe lands, which reyert, on 
the death of a Mahometan chief, &c. to the 
emperor; by whom they are ſometimes beſtowed 
on thoſe who occupy them, and ſometimes are 
their perſonal acquiſitions : ſome of which our 
countrymen have obtained as douceurs on certain 
great occaſions; their merits on thoſe occaſions, 
however, are not always either obvious or ſatis- 


factory to the bigher powers in England. 
ä Politics 
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Politics again ! but I am on the point of being 
furniſhed with a far more agreeable ſubject for 
the theatre opens to-morrow, with Love in a Vil- 
lage —it opens, Arabella, when Doyley is abſent— 
when your friend's heart is and why ſhould not 
your friend's heart be occupied by ſoft ſentiments ? 
for, in a country where ſo large a number of its 
inhabitants dare to deny her a ſoul, ſure ſhe may 
amuſe herſelf with feeling ſhe has a heart. O 
how I at this moment wiſh myſelf in England 
I am faſcinated, to write ſo much about ſuch 
wicked unbelievers. 


Adieu, 


Your's, &c. 


8. G. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXVII. 


Tu E theatre, Arabella, is opened, and to- 
night will be honoured with my preſence. The 
door-keepers are, I am told, Europeans; for the 
black people, in an office of that nature, would 
have no authority with the public. 


The doors will be opened at eight o'clock ; but 
the performance ſeldom terminates, I am told, 
till twelve or one in the morning. 


Mrs. D „Mrs. and Mr. Hartly, my fa- 
ther, the country-born lady I have fo often men- 
tioned, and Miſs Hartly, (mentioned by me only 
in a melancholy mood, previous to my illneſs) 
accompany me; but alas! Arabella, I have not 
the requiſites about me, I had promiſed my- 
ſelf, for participating this, my nevertheleſs favou- 
rite amuſement ; for what ſays the poet? 


\ 
———Not of themſelves the gay beauties can pleaſe, 


We only can taſte, when the heart is at caſe. 


We 
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We go in palanquins, and ſhall make a fine 
illumination with our flambeaux; nor can you 
imagine a ſight more extraordinary, than the con- 
traſt of the Gentoo complexion with their white 
dreſſes, or the advantage I am well aware it is to 
us Europeans, in general, to have them about us; 
for who does not know the alternate and ſtriking 
effects of black and white? The artillery officers 
will, alſo, I ſuppoſe, figure away in the boxes, 
and their uniform is elegant blue, trimmed with 
filver—ſmart fellows, I can aſſure you; beſides 
the recommendation of being men of taſte and 
ſenſibility, as I could, if this was one of my vain 
moments, give you ſome undeniable proofs that 
they are. 

Few things are more uncommon (or, let me 
tell you, more exemplary) than Mrs. D-— and 


my father's behaviour to each other; ſhe having ; 


the good ſenſe not to be oabtruſrve—he the good 
principle not to be a hypocrite :—they meet, with- 
out the folly of appointment, wherever they go— 
and are certain of ſpeaking each other's ſenti- 
ments in all converſations. I have obſerved my 
father penſive, without knowing the cauſe, until he 
has looked around and perceived Mrs. D— abſent; 
when he has mechanically (ſo natural has been 
the action to his feelings) enquired if ſhe was 

| not 
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not expected and twice, Arabella, on hearing 
ſhe was confined at home with a cold—giving me 


a look of gentle reproach, he ordered his palan-' 


quin, to make her a viſit. If I aſk his opinion, 
he refers me to Mrs. D; and on his apply- 
ing to me for my choice in any inſtance, I always 
beg him to conſult that lady, * Her eye,” I ſaid 
to him this morning, © my dear Sir, is become my 
law—my oracle, her tongue.” —«& Grateful win- 
ning girl,” he called me, “ child of his tendereſt 
affeQion ;” and, pauſing a moment, « in return 
for your open, your liberal-mindedneſs, you ſhall 
know all that has paſſed in your father's heart. 


« Mrs. Hartly has a thouſand perfections; of 
one fault, my Sophia, you muſt therefore permit 
me to accuſe her: ſhe did not do juſtice to Mrs. 
D- —, in her manner of communicating, 
either to me or you, the approbation with which 
that lady honoured me; in conſequence of which, 


the firſt impreſſion you received of Mrs. D 


was not a favourable one. 


cc But I was well acquainted with Mrs. D-—'s 
noble diſpoſition, and numberleſs accompliſh- 
ments; and was therefore happy, ſince I could 
not offer her my hand, to ſoften my ſeeming 
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neglect of her, and ungentlemanly return for her 
ſingular kindneſs, by ſoliciting her friendſhip for 
my Sophia. 


« For, Sophia, at that period it was my fixed 
reſolution to end my days in the Eaſt. I will not 
wound you by the mention of my motives; but 
my whole ſoul was in the deſire of your eſtabliſh- 
ment in England. Mrs. D s fortune en- 
abled her to live under whatever meridian ſhe. 
liked beſt; and, from my knowledge of the fe- 
male mind, I was perſuaded no event could be 
more likely to take place, on her meeting with a 
little diſappointment in India, than that ſhe ſhould 
make England her place of reſidence; and to 
whoſe care could I have ſo ſatisfactorily intruſted 
my Sophia as Mrs. Ds, whoſe generoys 
way of thinking has made her a parent to the ſon 
of her cruel huſband ? 


« I told her my reſolution reſpecting myſelf, 
with circumſtances that melted her into tears you 
would have honoured, for your deceaſed parent was 
the object of them; and ſhe aſſured me ſhe would 
be all that dear departed one herſelf could wiſh 
to render her, in your ſervice, Your attachment 
to her, your filial anxiety for me, have produced 
a moſt unforeſeen alteration in the ſentiments of 

| us 
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us all. I remain not at Bengal, when ſhe and 
you determine to quit it; but, by Mrs, D ——-*; 


_ requeſt, I mention no change of condition to her 
in India. We meet with pleaſure, we part with 
friendſhip; and, in a word, our manner of con- 
fidering each other-here, is an implied prelude to 
our living together in England; and this is a vic- 
tory over my feeling, the view, as I believed, of 
your approaching diſſolution, could alone Have ef- 
feed :—but I am now convinced we both acted 
wrong: Your mother can never indeed be forgot 
by us, however wiſely or piouſly we may bring 
ourſelves to accept happineſs at the hands of -Pro- 
vidence, let it aſſume what ſhape it may. 


Mrs. Hartly broke up our ##te-2-tte, by tell- 
ing us we ſhould not be ready for dinner, if I 
did not make diſpatch at my toilet. 


I am, therefore, in great haſte, 


Your's, &c. 
628 S. G. 


LETTER 
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1 * 


LETTER, Nun 


Miss Hartly and Miſs Rolle, the country- born 
lady I introduced to your knowledge, with her 
hooka before her, are only occaſionally our viſi- 
tants; for, in order to finiſh their education in a 
few particulars,” they are, it ſeems, placed at a 
boarding-ſchool, the only one in Calcutta, in. 

much eſteem with.the 2 - 


The Ripend, you may be aſſured, is conſider- 
able, but I have not yet qualified myſelf to an- 
nounce it, There maſters in every polite ſcience- 
attend, and there are public days for the friends 
of the children to ſee them dance, in like manner 
as in England; and at this ſchool both the young 


ladies are to remain, until. propoſals may be re- 


ceived for their change of condition. Their for- 
tunes are ſinall (for Calcutta fortunes) twenty 
thouſand rupees only; but I think there can be 
little doubt of Miſs Hartly's marrying well, from 
her own great merit, and her brother's good con- 
nections.— Had young D. been a better figure, . 


and his mind ſuch as I could wiſh it, I would have, 


tried 


— 


* 
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tried my hand, for the firſt time, at match- 
making. I might have thought, you will perhaps 
lay, of Doyly ; but Doyly, I have already told 
you, is poor, and conſequently ſuch a union 
would ruin them both: beſides, Arabella, why 
ſhould: you be ſb . provoking, as to ſuggeſt him, 
when you know he is gone to England.. 


- 


| Morn: 4 o clock. 
I have been greatly entertained—the company, 
Arabella, was brilliant; and a AGE could 
00s have eclipſed us. 


The houſe is about the ſize of the Bath 
Theatre, and conſiſts, as I was informed on my 
firſt arrival, of pit and boxes only : the firſt, an 
area in the center; the ſecond, a range of com- 
modious encloſed, or rather ſeparated ſeats round 
it, from one corner of the ſtage to the other. No 
expence has, Arabella, been ſpared to gratify ei- 
ther the eye or the ear a very pleaſing band of 
muſic ſaluted the preſent Governor on his en- 
trance - and the pit was crouded with ſpeQators. 
It is lighted up upon the Engliſh plan, with lamps 
at the bottom of the ſtage, and girandoles at pro- 


per diſtances, with wax candles, covered with 
glaſs 
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glaſs ſhades, as in the verandas, to prevent their 
extinction z the windows being Venetian blinds, 
and the free circulation of air delightfully pro- 
moted by their ſituation. 


The character of young Meadows was very 
agreeably ſupported by one of the Company's 
writers, a young gentleman that viſits at Mr. 
Hartly's, and is in a riſing way. Moreover, if 
I have any ſkill in phyſiognomy, he does not be- 
hold the fiſter of that houſe with unfavourable 
eyes, and I. muſt mention as much to Mrs. 
Hartly. Hawthorn was performed by an adjutant 
in the artillery; Deborah - Woodcock, by poor 
Doyly's patron, who has much pleaſantry; Ro» 
ſetta, by a young gentleman in the law depart- 
ment; Lucinda, by the fon of an Eaft India 
captain; and in like manner were the other cha- 
raters filled up: and I do declare upon my word 
and honoor, that I was as well entertained as if 
the female parts had been ſuſtained by females 
and again with, in the cauſe of morality, the cuſ- 
tom could be re-eftabliſhed in England. The 
ſcenery was beautiful, and the drefles ſuperb. 
Here Golconda's wealth in all its genuine luſtre 
aſtoniſhed the beholder, and a profuſion of or- 
natnental pearls were diſpoſed with good taſte z 
in a word, ner it was the poet, or the per- 

formers 
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formers, or the diamonds, or the air of enchant- 
ment they all together certainly wore, I know not; 


but ſo pleaſing an effect had the whole upon my 


mind, that I forgot Doyly, my native country, 


my Arabella, and my mother, and, for the only 


period of my reſidence at en was er 
happy. 


Several country- born ladies figured away in the 


boxes, and by candle-light had abſolutely the ad- 


vantage of the Europeans; for their dark com- 
plexions and ſparkling eyes gave them the ap- 


pearance of animation and health, the Europeans, 


had no pretenſions to; and their perſons are gen- 


teel, and their dreſs magnificent. Whereas, on 
tmꝛe other hand (ſpeaking for myſelf at leaſt) pale» 


neſs and languor told the country of my birth, 


and were not to be concealed or compenſated by 
Ml that polite negligence, or accompliſhed man 
ners, could do. g 


The pit was full of gentlemen of every de- 
nomination, which gentlemen paid their compli- 


ments, at convenient pauſes, to the ladies; who, 


by the aids of perfumes and verandas, of fruit 
and of flattery, went through the fatigue of the 


evening with a good grace, and were conveyed. 
home, 
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home, as they were conveyed there, in their pa- 
lanquins, in very tolerable ſpirits. 


As for myſelf, my attention was ſo engaged by 
the piece, that my heart ſeveral times aſked, if it 
could be poſſible I was at the diſtance of 4,000 
miles from the Britiſh metropolis? 


Lionel and Clariſſa is to be the next pe. 
formance. 


The gentlemen to whom we were indebted for 


-our evening's entertainment, were ſoon at our 


ſupper-table; and the evening would have been 


concluded with a rational degree of cheerfulneſs, 


beyond all one can hope for in large companies, 

but for a little incident J ſhall mention: Doybys 
patron was ſo generous (having diſpatched him, 
poor fellow, acroſs the ocean on an embaſſy) to 
declare himſelf his rival. I was almoſt ſorry the 
Gentoos. had taken ſo much. pains to fiſh him up 
on the Bugero diſaſter, and could alone confider 
him as the enemy of a youth, whoſe life he had 
moſt cruelly a ſecond time endangered for who 
knows not the precarious ſafety of him who rides 


upon the Waves? This declaration was laughed 
off; but having ſwallowed his compliment of 
claret, he no leſs ſuddenly than forcibly ſeated 


himſelf between Mrs. D and me; and, call 
pF 1 ing 
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ing every power to witneſs that he would have 
one of us, boiſterouſly kiſſed Mrs. Ds cheek. 

I trembled for my father's feelings; nor was ſhe, 
I believe, without her tender alarms. However, 
with a command of temper that aſtoniſhed me, 
ſo preſent was ſhe to the occaſion, that ſhe told 
him, on condition he gave up his chair to Mr. 
Hartly, ſhe would be glad to hear how handſomely 
he could make love to her the next morning; and 
handſomely ſhe was convinced, (by the abilities he 
had diſplayed in the character he had performed) he 
could acquit himſelf in every inſtance, This had 
the defired effect; and Mr. Hartly exchanging 
ſeats with him, univerſal harmony was reſtored. 
Mr. Hartly, however, whiſpered us, that he muſt 
give him a civil -hint, ſuch freedoms were not to 
de repeated in his hcufe. | 


Ho Irejoiced in the circumſtance, which, but 
a moment before, was no ſoothing recolleCtion |! 
for the - winds and the. waves, in their utmoſt 
wrath and violence, could alone rob Doyly of his 


exiſtence ;z whereas, had he died in a quarrel, of 


which I was the cauſe, could I have attempted to 
ſurvive him ?—TI would not be this bold man's 
wife, was he the Great Mogul himſelf. 


My 
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My opinion was then aſked by the gentlemen, 
my genuine opinion (as being a competent judge, 
from my acquaintance with the London theatres) 
of the Calcutta candidates for fame on theatrical 
ground; and it was with pleaſure I could, and 
did ſincerely aſſure them, that I found good ſenſe 
was ſufficient to make a gentleman a player, though 
all the profeſſional excellence on earth, without 
good-breeding and liberal connections, could not 
make a player a gentleman. 


My father and Mrs. Hartly exchanged a look 
(for I did not perceive their lips move) that was 
perfectly intelligent to each other, and Mrs. 
D left us not, nor is ſhe to leave us until to- 
morrow evening; ſo it is plain my father was not 
an unmoved ſpectator of the rough ſcene, —I ſhall 
dream, Arabella, of thoſe horrible trees of de- 


ſtruction — and moſt n do J with myſelf in 
England. 


Yours, 
3. G. 


LETTER 


- 


| 


i 
y, 


LETTER XXX. 


Har a word of Doyly, and I have done.— 
Should he arrive ſafe, Arabella, and deliver into 
your hands the chit with which I have intruſted 
him, treat him kindly, for he has a truly valuable 
heart. 


My father was in the breakfaſt-room before 
-me—not ſo Mrs. DB; for ſhe had ſlept 
little, ſhe ſaid, and complained of the head- 
8 | 


My father's eyes met mine; he was greatly 


wlarmed—< If we ſhould loſe you, Madam,” faid 
che, in a low voice, walking up to her, “ how 
ardently ſhall I with my Sophia had never known 
you!“ 


& J ſhall do very well, replied ſhe, ſmiling, 
“ hope, notwithſtanding the endeavours of all 
your friendly countenances to terrify me. Bear 
witneſs, Mr. Hartly, if I die, I pronounce my- 
8 {elf 
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ſelf the victim of the diſmal faces around me.“ 

We all made an aukward attempt to ſmile, in re- 
turn to this lively fally; but Mrs. D-— pro- 
teſted it was a vile imitation, and begged us to de- 
ſiſt. „ However,” ſaid ſhe, „ though I am un- 
willing to protong ſo melancholy a ſcene, (having 
beheld diſeaſe in various forms, arid well knowing 
that the moſt ſevere attack muſt have its com- 
mencement) I think I ſhould be unpardonable, 
not to ſet my houſe in ſome little order. Is there 
any one in this company ſo weak,” cried ſhe, 
« looking around her, as to ſuppoſe tHe idea of 
making a will a bad omen? if fo, let them be 
turned out, for they are a diſgrace to good ſenſe, ' 
and an inſult to piety.” We were all ſilent. 
« Have you, Mr. Goldſborne, never made your 
will?“ Yes, Madam,” replied my father, 
« within theſe laſt three weeks of my life—and 
have preſumed to appoint you, without either your 
knowledge or conſent, my executrix, in one iu- 
ſtance.” | | | * 


« I will be more polite than you then,” ſaid 
the,” © and ſolicit permiſſion to encumber you 
with the care of a young man, who, if he ſur- 
vives me, will not have a friend on earth to guide 
him aright—His temper is not without faults,” 
continued ſhe, but I do hope his heart is in the 

Ts 5 rizht 
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right place; and your friendſhip will awe him 
into the adoption of your example.,—Sophia, my 
gentle Sophia, take your pencil, and, before the 
lawyer arrives, commit what I ſhall tell you to 
paper.“ Tobeyed ; but my hand ſhook in ſuch a 
manner, I was fearful I could not form a letter, 
( To Sophia Goldſborne, ſaid: ſhe, „I bequeath 
my firmneſs of mind, that ſhe may never more 
be found incapable of affiſting a friend in need. 
hut I think I am better; and fo, Mus. Sophia, 
put up your pencil with your trembling hand, 
and let me be left alone with Mr. Hartly, who is 
the only perſon preſent that does not wear the 
features of my executioner; and yet I am conf 
dent he takes as kind an intereſt in my health and 
ſafety, as the beſt of you all.” 


e Mrs. D. can be infincere,” faid I, 
ds which is a fin of the heart; whereas the offence 
I committed againſt her, was the fin of my 
<onltitution,” 
J deny it,” ſaid ſhe—« your heart was 
equally guilty with mine; for virtues are vices, 
hen productive of baneful conſequences,” 


My father aroſe, bowed, and was withdrawing: 


« Why, Mr. 9 ſaid 3 
40 
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« if I was not afraid of your oppofing- my laſt 
will and teſtament, I ſhould not have the leaſt ob- 
jection to your being preſent, when the gentleman 
I have fent for arrives. Do you allow it is lawful 
for a woman to diſpoſe of her property to her 
wiſhes ? or would you recommend the- delicacies 
and romantic fancies of her friends. for her rule 
of conduct ?—I have (but do let us all fit quietly 
down) a good deal of wealth. Young D | 
ſhall receive from me as much as he can ſpend 
with a good grace—And now Mr. Goldſborne, I 
aſk your advice, who ſhall I leave the remainder 
to ? relations I never heard of (if ſuch relations 
are upon the earth). To the patron of poor 
Dayly, in return for kindneſſes received? Or do 
you allow it to be reaſonable I ſhould beſtow it 
upon one I love, though that one ſhould happen 
to be your own daughter? I will lay a thouſand 
pounds you give judgment againſt my incli- 

nation.” EE: | . 


« You do me injuſtice, Madam,” replied my 
father may you long live to enjoy your for- 
tune ! but, ſhould my daughter be fated to ſur- 
vive you, I hope I can anſwer for her being grate- 
ful to your memory, for every mark of your af- 


tetion you may be pleaſed to confer on her.” 


-:= WV c You 
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© You ſurpriſe me,“ faid Mrs. , 
« you molt agreeably ſurpriſe me.“ 


« Then I have done more by you, Madam, 
than your utmoſt generoſity to my daughter will 
do by me. However, ſince we have been led 
ſo far upon the ſubject of wills, I muſt beg you 
will do me the favour to read tnine ;” and, tak- 
ing out his pocket-book, he broke the Teals of a 
ſmall packet, and put it into her hands. 


« It is very conciſe,” ſaid ſhe z' but I hope 
there is ſome mention of Mrs. D-—, that will 
prove to her, that her friendſhip for this com- 
pany does not fo far outſtrip the friendſhip enter- 
tained for her as ſhe may imagine.” Many were 
the changes of countenance ſhe exhibited, whilſt 
_ ſhe peruſed it. * You have made me quite vain,” 
faid the, Sir, by intruſting me with the contents 
of this paper; and I am not, then, in danger of 
becoming leſs worthy of your good opinion?“ 
I felt my curioſity intereſted, but would not ſhew 
it; and my father returned it into the om 
book from whence he had taken it. 


—— 


The lawyer now arrived, and young 5 
came ſoon after. The buſineſs was, however, 
ſoon over ; and Mrs. D——, with great kind- 


nels 
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neſs, called to tell me ſhe was not worſe, and 


waited to introduce her ſon. I made all poſſible 


haſte to dreſs, and hurried into her apartment; 
but fancying ſhe looked very ill, all the vivacity, 
the lively aſſurance of her not being ill, had given 
birth to in my breaſt, forſook me, and I could 
only ſay, © Is this, Madam, the young gentle- 
man?“ 2 | 


Mr. D—— (for, early days as it is with him, 
he aſſumes that title) made me a very decent bow; 


and, upon the whole, appeared much leſs dif. 


agreeable in his perſon, than on my firſt: view of 
him; and I could perceive the was pleaſed that I 
paid him ſome attention. He did not, however, 
ſtay long with us; and ſhe told me, as ſoon. as 
we were alone, I ſhould greatly oblige her, by 
ſaying what I really thought of a plan ſhe had 
formed, in her own mind, for his eſtabliſhment, 
« In the firſt place, obſerve, my Sophia, I mean 
to give him a. good fortune, and, of courſe, en- 


able him to chuſe a woman lefs amply provided 


for, if her connections and character are recom- 
mendatory, Miſs Hartly is an agreeable girl; 
and, I think, comes in every reſpect; under my 
deſcription. She is too happy, nevertheleſs, with 
all her merit, to be troubled with your nicety af 
temper z and will not diſdain to hear a generous 

| matrimonial 
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matrimonial propofal, from a young man, though 
his perſon may not be the moſt unexceptionable 

. in the world. He is not ill-tempered, though a 

coxcomb; and ſhe will only have to humour his 
foibles, to do what ſhe pleaſes with him.—Is my 
ſcheme good or bad ?” 


& We do not,” faid I, 6 Madam, behold: Mifs 
Hartly with the ſame eyes. To me, ſhe is ele- 
gant in her perſon, and lovely in her manners.” 
And, Arabella, as from the abundance of the 

heart (you know the proverb) we are apt to ſpeak, 
I was within a hair's breadth of telling her my 
ſcheme for Doyly; but checking myſelf, „Ma- 
dam, ſaid I, “is not the gentleman very young ?” 
He is turned of twenty,” ſaid ſhe. (I was 
amazed; for on the courſe FI did not ſuppoſe it 

, poffible he could be more than fixteen at the ut- 

| moſt.) 4 Eighteen years of which,” continued 
Mrs. D——, 1 have had him under my care, 
if I may fo expreſs myfelf, when the fact is, that 
alf the time, I fcarcely ever beheld him, and he 
was not encouraged to bear me much reſpect, 
He is one of thoſe that improve upon acquain- 
tance; and though no genius, does not want for 
ſenſe. His coxcombry is his only great fault ; and 
time and a diſcreet wife, T think, will do mnch to- 
wards extinguiſhing that folly.” 
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Every body went to Lionel and Clariffa, ex- 
cept Mrs. . —, my: father, and myſelf, who 
played a ſhort pool at quadrille. It was not how- 
ever, to be concealed, that though Mrs. D. 
did her beſt to make us happy; ſhe was indiſ- 
poſed, and I n with her to retire 
carl. 


| Twill only take upon me to anſwer for myſelf; 
but certain it is, I paſſed the night in great anxiety, 
and ſelf-· condemnation. Had I not been the il- 
liberal girl L have been, it is- maſt prohable we 
ſhould have avoided the preſent threatening 
evil. Let no one hereafter, who would eſcape 


eln. reproach —eſcape ſelf-condenmnation—fail- to 


improve every poſſible opportunity of promoting 
the: bappineſs of their friends; for, ultimately, 
that conduct will be to promote their own. What 
was it I feared? that my dear father, to love his 
wife, muſt ceaſe to love his child? and thence, 
in the moment I was profeſſing the warmeſt filial 


affection for him, prefer a, ſituation for him that 


muſt, an any change of condition I might, turn 
my. thaughts to,. leave. him. comfortleſs and, com- 
panionleſs !- Nay, how could I find the pleaſure L | 
did in Mr. Doyly's. converſation, without remem- 
WS how many melancholy. hours the con- 
verſation 
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verſation of ſuch a woman as Mrs. 17280 could 


| bis my father from experiencing 4 


1, to the diſobedience of every den I had 


retro and the breach of every promiſe I had 
made, was in Mrs. D-— chamber at ſeven 


o'clock, and had the grief to find her unable to 
ſit up. She confeſſed to me, that Mr. Emſon 
(Doyly's patron) had. frightened her; and imputed 


her indiſpoſition ſolely to that cauſe. But this 
s a piece of information,“ ſaid ſhe, (we muſt not 
give your father. The quarrels of men are ſo 
alarming, that whoever wiſhes to prevent miſ- 
chief, muſt be cautious how they breathe inflam- 


matory complaints before the ſex, leſt ſome idle 
or fatal point of honour ſhould make them con- 
ceive themſelves bound to reſent, or even to 1 re- 
monſtrate with the REY Te” | eff] 


I went down to breakfaſt with ih moſt cheer- 
ful look I could aſſume; and, as we were only a 


family ſet, this morning, by way of amuſing my 


friends, I mentioned Mrs. 5 wiſhes reſ- 
petting Miſs Hartly; and contrary to my ex- 
pectations, found her perfectly right. Mr. Hartly 
ſaid, „ The offer was equal to N his ſiſter 
„ eee that the kind in- 
52 | tentions 
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tentions of ſuch a mother as Mrs. D, were 


full ſecurity for the felicity and proviſion, of the 


woman ſhe was ſo generous as to make the object 
of her choice, and honour with her friendſhip 
and protection.” This had the deſired eftegt, 
and filled up the breakfaſt hour; but, on my ack- 
knowledging that Mrs. D-— did not think of 

dining with them, a cloud of diſcontent hung on 
every brow: Mr, Hartly was ſo good as not to 
leave my father; and I, with a heavy heart, re- 


viſited Mrs. D——. In the evening, however, 


her phyſician aſſured us, ſhe was not in the 
ſmalleſt danger; and. ſo we were all convinced, 
and, therefore, very freely forgave him the prudent 
attention, it was evident, he meant to pay to his 
own intereſt ; nor did he pronounce his viſits un- 
neceſſary, until he had pocketed two hundred gold 
mohrs. Who then ſhall complain, that the ſons 
of  Eſculapius, in England, underſtand a little 
manceuvring z. or, when occaſion fairly preſents it- 
ſelf, contrive to reimburſe ſome ef the great cx- 
pence of time and fortune, which is inevitable, 
before they can obtain their diploma? I proteſt it 
would be for the good of ſociety at large, in Bri- 
tain, if ſome characters, I could mention, were 
to ſmart for one twelve months under the ex- 


actions, from whiel there is no defence in India, 
| for the man or woman of wealth, except tying 
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uptry; nor do I conceive, if Mrs. D 
would tell the truth, that the law and medicine, 
ſhe has ſo recently ſtood in need of, has coſt her 


the co 


leſs than five hundred pounds 2 58 in ſo ſnort 


2 period as four days. 


Mrs. D-— is gone home—and it is reported, 
that Mr. Emſon fails next month for Europe— 
two circumſtances that have had ſo agreeable an 
operation on dur feelings, that we go to the play to- 
morrow evening (the Conſcious Lovers); and I 
ſhall the next morning, reſume my cuſtom of tell- 
ing you all I learn of this country and its inhabi- 
tants. For, ſo numerous are the people of Eng- 
land connected with the Eaſt, that I am well ſa- 
tisfied I ſhall enable you tq figure away, to the de- 


Af ght of three-fifths of the company into which 


you will circulate, in conſequence of my equally 
entertaining and intelligent correſpondence. Nor is 
there any impropriety or indelicacy, Arabella, in 
ſaying a handſome thing of ourſelves, when we 
are ſo ſituated, (which, at the preſent writing, is 

the caſe with me) that it muſt otherwiſe be un- 


nun. 


8 Congratulate us, I charge you, on our cauſe 
for rejoicing . Mrs. D—; and, if 
| Doyly 


Wit 


. 
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Doyly is with you, when this letter arrives, com- 
municate the contents, and he will truly rejoice 
alſo ; for he has the moſt ſincere and abundant . 
good-will for her of any one I am acquainted 

- with, my father excepted. | 


2431 


Lam your's, &c. &c. 
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LETTER XX. 


- 


'Th E natives of Bengal have no dirty cuſtcms 
like the Europeans. For example, if aſnuff-t:ker 
is mentioned, you know he, or ſhe, is an Euro- 
pean, inſomuch that, partial as I am to my na- 
tive country, I muſt wiſh that it would take a leſ- 

ſon from hence, and reprobate ſeveral propenſi- 
ties I could name, that are all together incompati- 
ble with the virtue of cleanlineſs. Your own ob- 
ſervation will ſuggeſt the points of indecorum, not 
to ſay indecency, which I allude to. 


I was ſtartled, within this half hour, by the 
diſcharge of guns ; for, though the affair of the 
Black Hole is but little remembered, at this diſ- 
tant period, at Calcutta, I myſelf am unable to 
forget it. Accordingly, with emotions I will not 
ftop to defcribe, I fent to enquire the cauſe of the 
firing at the Fort, &c. &c. | 


I be funeral of one of the Company's officers, 
was the anſwer I received; and the minute guns 
were continued for ſome time, with a ſolemn ef- 


fect on my feelings; nor could I ſuppreſs a wiſh to 


tee 


. 
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ſee the proceſſion—but that was negatived by all 
my friends; and yet, Arabella, to me, this kind 
prohibition heightened the concern 1 took in the 


affair. Death again! It is a ſubject that inſenſi- 


bly forces itſelf upon my notice, and tinges my 
moſt brilliant efforts at agreeable deſcription, with 
a ou, I fear, you muſt find nun AN 


The tide of the Ganges (for I will change my 


ſubject) for three ſucceſſive months flows one way 


ſo that though ſhips can at all ſeaſons (as far asthat 
article is accommodating) leave Calcutta, no ſhip, 
on any extremity whatever, for three months, 
can effect its navigation thereto; a circumſtance 
that accounts for what you may often hear menti- 
oned, of Indiamen loſing their paſſage to this coaſt, 
and being obliged to defer it, until the facred 1 ri- 
ver becomes A tir 


| Town I was much diſappointed by my view of 
the banks of the Ganges, for I expected to have 
ſeen them ornamented with every beauty of the 


vegetable world, the ſpontaneous product of the 


ſoil ; inſtead of which, its borders are unfavoured 
by nature, and uncultivated by art ; and alone ex- 
hibit a ſameneſs of proſpect, W nme 
to the beholder. 


The 


* 
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The immediate ſhores of Culpee and Cudietee, 
where, as I have already mentioned, the India- 
men are ſtationed (though not ſo ſtrictly as here- 
tofore, for ſome of them come up as high as Dia- 
mond Point) are viſited by both officers and ſai- 
lors—who, having made a fire, fit fearleſs around 
it, in the very face of enemies that would chill my 
blood with horror—for tigers, I am aſſured, ap- 
proach ſo near, as to be within a bound or two of 
the ſpot they occupy ; though. no inſtance has 
ever yet occurred, in which the fire has not prov- 
ed their infallible ſecurity. Would one conceive 
it poſſible, Arabella, that any of the human ſpe- 
cies could fit with tranquillity amidſt the howlings 
of formidable brutes, prompt to deyour ? All the 
ſea forms are obſerved, on entering the mouth of 
the Ganges, of hoiſting a pendant for pilots, and 

receiving the ſalutes of the ſhips previouſly arrived, 

in their paſſage to the Hughley, the name under 

which a branch of this. celebrated river runs for 

above fifty miles, and on the moſt weſtern part of 
which. the New Fort is erected. 


And now I mention the Fort, I recollect I have 
not yet told you that the public priſon is within its 
walls; and few things, Arabella, are more curi- 
ous or ſtriking, than the machines which convey 


the priſoners from thence to the Court-Houſe to 
: take 


% 
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take their trials. The wheels of this machine are 
tree is ſuſpended a wooden cage, ſufficiently large 
to contain a couple of culprits, perforated with air 
holes to preſerve them from ſuffocation; and in 
this miſerable plight, guarded both before and be- 
hind by ſeapoys, they are exhibited to the eyes of 
the populace—the whole of which has to me a ve» 


ry diſtrefling appearance. There is but one court 


for civil and criminal cauſes, though the judges are 
three in number; and an Armenian always. at» 
tends, as interpreter between the Court and the 
plaintiff, or defendant, on all occaſions. More» 
over, the Company have a linguiſt entertained in 
their ſervice, who is a Baronet, and receives a li- 
beral gratuity for the exerciſe of his knowledge of 


| thoſe languages, ſo effential to their commercial 


intereſts. The Eſplanade, like thoſe feveral royal 
parks, St. James's, the Green, and Hyde Park, 
anſwers manifold purpoſes of. convenience and 
pleaſure to the Europeans. | 


For the Eſplanade contains, beſides the race- 
ground, many ſhady and delightful ſpots; the 
roads alſo to the Fort, to Watſon's Works, &c. 
&c. lie through it; and it is often frequented by 
moon-light, by elegant walking parties, notwith- 
ſtanding both the Company's and the Governor's 

gardens 
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gardens are always open for polite reſort, and con- 
tain articles of vegetation of the firſt beauty and 

value, and every other mark of taſte and happy 
| cultivation. | 


re! 

as 
. 5 ted 50 * 
Tou will naturally ſuppoſe, that ſtatuary is a So 
ſpecies of garden ornament the Governor and pla 
-Company are not unmindful of ; but to give you a vill 
liſt of the characters introduced, is a taſk I ſhall 
not undertake. I had, indeed, a ſcheme for im- ] 
_ mortalizing you and Doyly, could I have only are 
brought you together on this ſpot; for, ſuperad- | 
* to a Milton, who 


into the heaven of heavens, &c. &c. 


your figure ſhould have repreſented the Allegro, 
bis the Penſeroſo, of that ſublime poet. But J 
thank Mr. Emſon's tyranny, and your want of af- 
fection for Sophia Goldſborne, that ſo happy a 
thought muſt remain unexecuted. I trifle, Ara- 
bella, with my pen, when my heart is dejected; 
but I beg you will conſider that dejection as one of 
thoſe many follies human nature is ſurpriſed into, 
when pleaſure, by too long enjoyment, has loſt 
the power to pleaſe; and that, like another Alex- 
ander, weeping for the diſcovery of unconquered 
worlds, we weep for want of ſome new amuſe- 
ment. 1 rey 4 I} 
Landſcapes, white 
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Landſcapes, ruins, and every rural, every inte- 
reſting et cetera, are much admired at Calcutta, 
as garden decorations z and I viſit a lady who is 
miſtreſs of a ſpot, that is a cloſe copy of Mrs. 
Southgate's beautiful lawns, parterres, and dif. 
plays of agriculture, which meet the eye at her 
villa in the neighbourhood of Chertſey. 


Did I ever yet tell you, that dreams and omens 
are much attended to by the natives of Calcutta— 
and that they have their lucky and unlucky days, 
which they obſerve with the ſame religious defe- 
rence, as the moſt ſuperſtitious European of us all. 


The well-bred and well-informed, affect to r- 
dicule theſe attentions; but I can clearly perceive, 
that there are few minds uninfluenced by them 
and, if you would do me ſtrict juſtice, ſeparate me 
not from the number for when 1 dream of my fa+ 


ther, or you in particular, I am either animated or 


depreſſed, according to the agreeable or terrific ſen- 
fations with which I awake. Is this a proof of af- 
fection or weakneſs ? I own to you, I with to be 
flattered by you on the ſubject; and let me not be 
diſappointed. 


I have told you, the outſide of the houſes are 
white but I find, bricks are made at Calcutta 
and 


* 
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and therefore, unleſs. waſhed by the compoſition 
called Chinam, I have been too haſty in my con- 
dcluſions; for it was my idea, that the walls con- 
ſiſted merely of a. clayey: kind of ſubſtance, or of 
lith and plaſter ; fo little defence is neceflary 
againſt the climate. 


When the hot winds are abroad, the angel of 


death, Arabella, is buſy in all quarters; and 

though numbers farvive, the devaſtations are aw- 
ful. Then is exiſtence only ſupportable in the 
morning and evening; and the whole European 
people droop the head, and diſſolution ſolely oc- 
cupies their thoughts. I ſhall infect you, unleſs I 


haſten to tell you, Lam, 


| Your's,. &. 
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LETTER XXXL 


MooxsnrBap is the place at which the na* 
bob of Bengal formerly kept his eourt, and which 
I, on that account, have a ſtrange curioſity to viſit. 
Our late Governor reſided there, in the boſom of 
eſteem and reſpect, even at the time when con- 
teſts were deciding between the Company's ſer - 
vants and his Mightineſs on the ſword's point; and 
near this city is the Gentoo univerſity I have al 
ready mentioned. I find myſelf very dull—bat 
opiates are ſometimes as ſalutary as cordials, and 
common life does npt unremittingly ſepply hos 
with great or aſtoniſhing incidents, 


It is rather alia propos —but no matter will; 
while it isfreſh in my memory, tell you, that the 
natives wear arm-bracelets; and, as a proof of my 
remembrance of you, I have enabled myſelf, on 
my return, to preſent you with a. pair of no con 
temptible value. 


It 
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It is my intention (though perhaps it may ſur- 
priſe you) on my return to England, to viſit all 
places of polite reſort in ſuch magnificent apparel, 
as may beſpeak the ſplendor and the dignity of my 


Eaſtern connections, and obtain me firſt-rate con- 
ſequence in my native country. For, unleſs I 


bear the marks of travelled knowledge about me, 


who will be inclined to give me the ſuperiority I 
am ſo juſtly entitled to, over thoſe who have ne- 
ver travelled at all? 


The Conſcious Lovers is a piece I read with diſ- 
pleaſure (at leaſt ſome ſcenes of it) and behold re- 
preſented with diſguſt : ' Sir Richard Steele is in 
general both a chaſte and a moral writer z—and 
- how fuch a character could be capable of drawing 
a Cimberton, with all his autre licentiouſneſs about 
him, is to me a problem beyond the power of the 
mo age to reſolve, 

e to ſpare the author, I will 3 to 
- the performers of this comedy. The Roſetta of 
Love in a Village, with elegance and propriety ſuſ- 
| tained the part of Indiana; and in Beville, a young 
0 va 920g. arrived from China, did him- 
® "x, elf 
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ſelf great credit. Mrs. D—— was. ſo pleaſed 
with him, that ſhe invited him to her houſe, as 
did alſo the Hartlys; and my father honoured him 
with ſo much notice, that I began to fear he would 
outſtrip poor Doyly in his approbation; but let 
him do his beſt, I will not be found an unfaithful 
friend to the abſent. Should he chuſe to admire 


me, he has my conſent ; but for a ſerious attach» 


ment he muſt excuſe me. 


Lou complain, Arabella, that inſtead of ena- 
bling you, in fancy, to trace out my voyage to 
India, ſtep by ſtep, and enter into my amuſements 
and ſurpriſes - that the firſt of my letters is dated 
Bengal Bay, and all my ſucceeding ones are filled 
with anecdotes and deſcriptions of Calcutta. I af- 
{ure you, it is not my fault that you are not bet- 
ter informed; for | wrote you every particular, I 
could ſuppoſe would amuſe you, from Madras, 
and did believe it would be ſafely tranſmitted to 
you. However, ſince you ſo much deſire it, I 
will endeavour to recollect the few obſervations I 
had an opportunity of making, and adventures I 
met with, before I reached this land of gallantry and 


politeneſs. 


The firſt port we touched at on our paſſage, : 
was the Madeiras, which I need not tell you, is an 


8 African 
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African ifland, in the hands of che Portuguele. 
It conſiſts, chiefly, of a wonderful rock, the ſur- 


face of which is a continuation of vine-yards, fruit- 


ful beyond credibility z and though our ſtay was 
ſhort, we made a viſit to the Governor, whoſe 
houſe ts fituated on ſuch an eminence, that we la- 
boured hard 'to attain it : but, the eminence at- 
tained, our reception and entertainment well re- 


| warded our trouble. 


The principal town is Funchall: but ſo much 
has already been faid of this place by other voya- 
gers, that I will only mention a dexterous and cri- 
tical manœuvre, performed by the Portugueſe ; 
for, by means of the ſurf, on your quitting the 
iſland, boats are ſhot to a diſtance from the ſhore, 
that is like enchantment; and though dangerous, 
is feldom known to be fatal, theſe people being ſo 


perfectiy Kquainted with the buſineſs. Here we 


took in ſome pipes of that wine, which receives its 
. name from the iſland ; and it is not improbable, 
on their return to England, (having twice doubled 
the Cape, and acquired the perfection believed de- 
rivable from that circumſtance) but you may drink 
my health in ſome part of it, when circulated 
through your metropolis, by the r to 
whom it is conſigned. 


From 


rom 


a aa IT . 239 


From the ſtarting of ſome of our water caſks, 
we brought. to in the harbour of St. Johanne, a 
ſmall iſland, inhabited by black people only; who, 
from a ſpecies of whimſical pride, are ambitious of 
being employed, though in the meaneſt offices, by 
the Engliſh. Amuſed with the ſingularity of their 
humour, I ſuppoſe, ſome of the ſhip's crews, that 
have viſited them, have made them underſtand the 
dignity and conſequence of Dukes and Marquiſ- 
ſes, &c. &c. in the Britiſh empire; for, ludicrous 
as you may conceive it, our water caſks were filled 
and rolled, to and from the ſhore, by a Lord 
Duke, and three Earls, of the firſt titles you are 
acquainted with ; together with a whole illuftrious 
progeny of ſons and daughters around, — 
equal honours in our ſervice. 


At St. Helena, I was much ſtruck bythe tranſ- 
parency of the water at the mouth. of the harbour, 
to the depth of upwards of thirty fathoms, which 
flows over black rocks, that are as viſible to the 


eye, as if barely beneath the ſurface. 


At Bombay, the Company have a dock, and a 
moſt capacious harbour; to which place of ſafety 
the India ſhips make their periodical return ; for, 


though 
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though the mountains Balagant (which run the 
length of the peninſula, within the Ganges) are ſo 
. high as to check the weſtern monſoons, yet is the 
Coromandel coaſt in no degree fitted to be the 
ſtation of ſhips, beyond a certain time. 
I was aſhore at Madras—the Governor's boat 
being ſent off for. our conveyarice, which is well 
built and manned. But the boats are, all of them, 
merely boards laſhed together by a kind of thongs, 
made of ſome vegetable ſubſtances ; the thongs paſ- 
ling through holes bored for that purpoſe, and 


ſtopped by chinam. 


Their appearance is unwieldy ; nor are they ſo 
well calculated to bear the ſea, having flat bot- 
toms, as thoſe of a different conſtruction z on 
which aunt, it is no unfrequent thing for them 
to be ſwampled, that is, filled by water, and ſunk, 
with all on board, to the utmoſt depth of the har- 


bour. They are manned by ſix Blacks, ons of 


whom ſteers, and one watches the waves; for, to 
ſpeak in the nautical language, what they have 
ſucceſlively to encounter, are, the. ſurfs, and a 
lull; and, during the laſt calm moment, they pull 

with all their might, and then prepare themſelves 


to 
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to combgt the violence of the former. The paſ- 
ſengers, however, when acquainted with the laws 
of the place, take a ſouſing with great compoſure - 
for, ſhould one ſingle European be loſt by a 
ſwamp, all the poor Blacks belonging to the boat 
are put to death; they are, therefore, certain of 
being fiſhed up with ſafety and dexterity, with no 
worſe conſequence than ſpoiling their cloaths, 
and, of courſe, preventing their figuring away on 
on iſland. 


The Governor's houſe is a a handſome buildivg, 
and. his entertainment of ſtrangers liberal. The 
iſland conſiſts of two towns, called, from the com- 
plexion of their inhabitants, the White and Black 
Towns. The name of Fort St. George is ſo ſel- 
dom uſed, that it is almoſt forgot—it is under the 
civil, and every other regulation of Calcutta. Of 
the Cape I ſhall not ſpeak—though I was regaled 
with ſome of the wine ſo called, whilſt we lay off 
Table Bay—ſo,much has been written, by perſons 
of taſte and information, reſpecting the beauty of 
the country. We were treated with an illuminati- 
on, very ſurpriſing in its appearance, from fire in- 
ſets, which overſpread the ſurface of the water; 
and, though prepared for it by report, I did not 
marvel the leſs on beholding it. The Line, I 

| M © need 
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need not tell you, is twice croſſed in an Eaſt India 
voyage, and many phœnomena are encountered; 
ſuch as its raining on each ſide of the ſhip, without 
one drop falling upon deck; of which I, your 
friend, was a ſpectator, with alternate ſqualls and 
calms, that ſtartle a freſh-water ſailor ; and this is 
all I can remember, uninſerted in a multitude of 
authors, who have either been -eyc-witneſſes of 
what they relate, or received. their accounts from 
good authority. 'The tempeſts off the Cape, are, 
in general, frightful; but ſo proſperous were our 
gales, that Neptune's domain has no terrors for my 
recollection, experienced in my own perſon— 
though I tremble at every breeze, on account of 
thoſe to which my perhaps leſs fortunate friends 
may be expoſed. 


Mrs. Hartly has ſent to inform me, by Miſs 
Rolle, that a reſolution has juſt now been carried, 
nem. con. by the company, aſſembled in the ſaloon, 
with my father's higheſt approbation, to deprive 
meof the uſe of pen, ink, and paper, during my 
ture reſidence at Bengal. Which will they pun- 
1 amoſt, Arabella, you or me? I leave you to de- 
- tide, (as you beſt know how far my literary la- 
ours are pleaſing, and imagine yourſelf compe- 
tent to declare the degree of pleaſure I receive 

therefrom) 
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* therefrom) whilſt I attend this tribunal; where I 
1; am certain of creating more friends by a gracious 
ut ſmile or two, than I ſhall find malecontents from 
ur any article of conduct in your 
ad & 92 8. G. 
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Ir is a common obſervation, Arabella, with mo- 
ral writers, and the fact is literally true at Calcut- 
ta— that life is a chequered ſcene. The laſt ſhips 
that take their departure this ſeaſon, are gone, 
and my levees are ſenſibly affected by the returns 
to Europe. But I am told the rule at Calcutta is, 
to balance the regrets of abſence by the pleaſures 
of re- union. 


« Do but conceive,” ſays Mrs. Hartly, « what 
delight it will give you to renew theſe intermitted 
conneCtions—to hear all the news from England— 
to receive freſh ſupplies of faſhion—and, perhaps,” 
added ſhe, with an agreeable look of meaning, 
« fee Edmund Doyly again.“ 


I felt myſelf bluſh, to a painful degree, as we 
were not alone; for, if we had, I ſhould not have 


attempted concealments, that would have been an 
inſult on her penetration. She, however, kindly 
relieved me, by inſtantly changing the ſubject, 

| and 


with a woe-begone aſpect, Mr. Hartly drew him 
aſide, as if on particular buſineſs, and received 
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and appearing unconſcious of her triumph over 


my former reſerves; yet would it be much the 
wiſeſt part in me, to appoint a ſucceſſor in my par- 
tiality for my mind, Arabella, tells me, 1 ſhall 
i Doyly no more, 


| Young | wy improves every hour, and 


mixes inf all our parties; which is a proof of one 
of Cheſterfield's tenets, however apocryphal I hold 
them in general; for, that we riſe or fink with 
our FORPany, is undeniable. Example—precept 
i ſenſe of thame—and à deſire to pleaſe, are 

great, I had almoſt ſoid infallible, poliſhers of the 
MARNETS 3 and we become very decent copies of 
firſt rate originals, unlefs incorrigible beings in- 


deed, and incapable of feeling, and of diſtinguiſh» 


fy 
* 
* ” = * — - 
F 


I am plunged into the utmoſt concern; my . 


amiable Bramin, Arabella, died laſt night; and 
died, I am aſſured, bleſſing me. It ſeems he 
took a fever, a few days ago, but my friends were 
ſo kind, they kept it from my knowledge; and, on 
my father's Sekar preſenting himſelf this afternoon, 


from 


* 


. 


6 
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from him the account I have ſet before you. Gen- 
tle and benevolent ſpirit! if it is permitted for 
mortal beings to exerciſe thy care, and to be con- 
ſtituted objects of thy kindneſs, deign to beſtow a 
thought on me !—O! he was all that heaven has 
ever condeſcended to make human nature—and I 


will raiſe a pagoda to his memory in my heart, 
that ſhall 2 till that heart beats no more. 


How will they diſpoſe of bis worthy remains? 
No funeral pile will, I hope, conſume them to 
aſhes—Yet wherefore that wiſh ? for then will 
they be ſecure from every poſſibility of inſult, or 
danger of mingling with duſt leſs pure than their 
OWN, ; 


I have, by my father, begged the Sekar to pro- 
cure, if that indulgence is not incompatible with 
the Gentoo cuſtoms, a lock of his hair, for the 
- purpoſe, my dear girl, of making it a mental ta- 


man, like the poor monk's box and Yorick, 


againſt all the irregularities to which we Chriſtians 
are ſubject. You want ſuch a ſhield the leaſt of 
any perſon I do or ever did know ; yet, Arabella, 


Fou ſhall have a locket ſet with pearl, with ſome 


device ſuitable to the occaſion, and wear it near 
your heart, for its virtues will be abundant: 


My 
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My ſenſibility was, however, too much intereſt- 


ed by this unexpected event, for raillery to be 


ſeaſonable, or good advice well timed ; I there- 


fore retired to my chamber, not, I fear, to ſleep, 


but to reflect upon the tranſient gift of exiſtence. 
Doyly will feel for me, if you mention this news 
to him, for much did he honour and prize my 
Bramin,*and court his favour. Doyly may, ne- 
vertheleſs, even. whilſt I am writing his name, 
have reached the confines of eternity, and found 
the ocean as mercileſs, as the cruel diſeaſe to which 
our favourite has fallen a victim. Peace, unend- 
ing peace, be with his ſhade ! and, take notice, 


that ſhould time and chance reſtore me to my 


country, I will erect a pagoda in Britain, to per- 
petuate the remembrance to my, or, what will be 


exactly the ſame thing, your poſterity, that ſo ex- 


emplary a character was on the liſt of my Bengal 


acquaintance; and that I doubt not but I ſhall 


meet him, where parting is an evil no longer to be 


apprehended z- and fin and ſorrow have no place. 


I would not, Arabella, believe, at this moment, 
that any attachment he felt tor me, was the cauſe 


of the ſligheſt pain to him, for the world—and 


henceforth be all my vanity ſubdued. Tyrants of 
every kind, are the terror and diſgrace of their 
ſpecies; but the victories of vanity, like thoſe of 
the grand enemy of * are marked by de- 

vaſtation, 


| 


9 


* | 
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vaſtation, and enjoyed without other delight, than 
the delight of a- malign and baneful ſoul, I will, 
however, try to be chearful. | 


Did J ever tell you, that the Calcutta ladies are 
paſſionately fond of jeſſamine and roſes ? but ſuch 
is the fact; and moreover, if my recollection de- 
ceives me not, I called their bowers, receſſes, for 
fear you ſhould-not underſtand fo obſolete a term, 
at this refined period, in England. It was an ab- 
ſurdity of my own creation—for the celebrated 
bower of the celebrated Roſamond, at Woodſtock, 
will give. you ſome proper idea «of the Eaſtern 
taſte, in this reſpe&t; ſome of them being wholly 
impervious to the ſun-beam, and a moſt relieving 


ſituation, you may ſuppoſe, in fuch a climate as 


Bengal—at the fame time that they are diffuſing 
| the moſt grateful odours around, and feaſting the 
eye with an intermixture of the lovelieſt producti- 
ons of nature; and theſe bowers alſo, it is a ſet- 
tled point in my breaſt, will be introduced by me, 
at my Britiſh villa ; not as an improvement, but a 
revolution in the ornamentals of gardeng—and a 


proof, that when good ſenſe bade adieu to my fair 


countrywomen, the fled on the wings of the winds 
to the Eaſtern ſhorez and, ſhould you, or your 
friends, be inclined to engage in her purſuit, 


you 
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you will find her, much at her eaſe, at Hartly 


Theſe are flights of fancy, I grant you—mere 
creatures of the air I breathe ; but let me once find 
myſelf ſet down ſafely on the banks of the Thames, 
and I will endeavour to convert them into realities; 
of which you would, I truſt, become a glad ſpec- 
tator. 


We arc all of us oddly ſituated. Mrs. D 
is tired of India—but Mrs. D cannot de- 
clare as much, without implying that · ne is deſi- 
rous of being a bride, the determined conſequence 
of her arrival there. —I ſigh for my Arabella's com- 
pany, and would advance the ſecret wiſh of Mrs. 
D— 's heart; but that it is very probable 
poor Doyly and I ſhould then meet on the high 
ſeas, and have the power only of exchanging a 
paſſing look. My father has affairs to ſettle, he 
cannot ſo ſuddenly bring to bear as he imagined— 
and is ſo fettered and ſo entangled by his own ſub- 
lime ideas, and the ſublimity of his bride ele&s 
ſentiments, that he knows not which way to turn 
himſelf, Morcoyer, ſhould fate and fortune ſend 
Doyly back—have I not a vow, like a wall of braſs, 
thrown up between us? I will only fay thus much 

| M3 on 
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on the occaſion that ſentiment leads us frail and 
narrow-ſighted beings into more follies and per- 
plexities, than any other rule of conduct whatever. 
- We mult not, for example, make ourſelves happy, 
if not altogether conſiſtent with ſentiment ; we 
mult not be ſincere to thoſe we love, unleſs that 
ſincerity can be reconciled to ſentiment z nor, on 
detecting ourſelves guilty of an egregious abſurdity, 
dare to renounce it, unleſs duly authoriſed by ſen- 
timent : ſo that ſentiment, which is a thing amia- 
ble in itſelf, is rendered the moſt pernicious of all 
things in its effects; and we live and die in the 
act of ſacrificing all that is truly valuable or amia- 
ble in life, to a chimera of our own brain ; which 
we, like lunatics, dreſs up in the likeneſs of ſenti- 
ment. We laugh at the Gentoos, and their plu- 
rality of gods—but truly ridiculous our wiſdom 
muſt appear, which, inſtead of being exerted in 
the cauſe of happineſs, its whole end and aim is to 
teach us to be miſerable with a good grace, and 
undo the benevolent work of Providence with our 
own prophane hands: for, to be happy, not miſe- 


MART LY HOUSE. 


rable, were we, moſt undoubtedly, created. 


I will change my ſubject a ſecond time — for I 
can make nothing to my ſatisfaction, or my repu- 


tation, of the one I am now engaged in. 


Iam 
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I am called by the natives, Belate Be Bee—the 
Engliſh Lady; for, however low rated in Eng- 
land, I am a ſovereign princeſs here ; and, was I 
fo inclined, could wring the hearts of my depen- 
dents. But, in like manner with yourſelf, Ara- 
bella, I love to ſee the human countenance dreſ- 


| fed in ſmiles of content, of gratitude, of innocent 


pleaſure. It is a reproach of the ſevereſt kind, to 
a feeling temper, to have interrupted the felicity 
of others. | 


Belate Sab, is an Engliſhman ; Chookalo Calalo, 
is a lighted candle: but I am forming a vocabulary, 
with which I mean to preſent you, that I may at 
leaſt find one in England able to underſtand the 
words I have taken ſo much paius to acquire. 


Beville, (for ſo he is univerſally called, in ho- 
nour of his excellent performance of that charac- 
ter) viſits much at Hartly Houſe z and thoſe who 
profeſs the art of analyſing, place thoſe viſits to 
my account. If my. converſation was half as agree- 
able to him as his is to me, there might be danger 
at Calcutta; but he has many connections that can 
ſupply my place to him, though his well-ſtored - 


mind has no counter- part under. this meridian, *I 


therefore meaſure time by the long minutes till his 


return. 
My 
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Mi father obſerves me more than uſual, as if he 

would read my moſt ſecret thoughts] ſhrink not 
from his penetrating eye ; I know he is too gene- 
rous to conſtrain me, and too well read in his 
daughter's thoughts, to miſtake her wiſhes in any 
inſtance beyond the preſent PO 


I am courting Beville for you ; and he has alrea- 
dy taught himſelf to dwell upon your praiſes. Is 
the picture you draw of your friend, Madam, a 
real or a flattered likeneſs? Why do oceans roll 
between us? Your letters of recommendation, 
what a high point of favour would they not pro- 
cure for me! I would make an immediate voyage 
to England, if I was poſſeſſed of ſuch credentials, 
and to ſuch a lady. Where it will end, I do not 
take upon me to ſay; but the marks are at preſent 
ſtrong about him, that whenever within the reach 
of you, he will make you a viſit. Young D——, 
I perceive it, likes him not. I honour him for it, 
becauſe it is not natural for us to love thoſe who 
eclipſe us; and at diſſembling, in this reſpect, he 
is a novice. When my Bramin was alive, I had a 

' ſtrange wild defire to outſhine all my female ac- 
quaintance; the defire was unworthy of me, and 
as ſuch has been reprobrated by me. I ſet my un- 
derſtanding no longer out to ſhew—l ſpend no 


idle hours at my toilet; and am an unintereſted 


' Participater 
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participater of all the gay ſcenes which I behold 
others enjoying with rapture. You will be, per- 
haps, for placing this change in my taſte, temper, 
and conduct, to a wrong cauſe ; but I proteſt to 
you, Doyly's abſence or preſence is ho part of the 


queſtion, at this preciſe period, in the deranged 
breaſt of, 


Your 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXXII. 


Tun Sekars, or Brokers, to whom the ſale of 
all kinds of merchandize is intruſted, have an Ana, 
J underſtand, in every Rupee; keep three writers 
each; and are, many of them, maſters of much 
wealth: but there is no doing without them, and 
they generally preſerve a fair reputation. My fa- 
ther is, however, ſo well ſatisfied with his Sekar, 
that he intends making him a handſome preſent on 
his leaving India, 


I was laſt night at the tragedy of Zara, and ſhed 
abundance of tears. The poet has indeed created 
a diſtrefling conflict for a youthful heart, that has 
a powerful effect on the feelings; and I think, 
Arabella, the conſtitution of my mind is ſuch, 
that I ſhould have fell a victim to the parental in- 
junction. What abundant reaſon have I not, 
therefore, to*be thankful for my happy condition! 
for I am not more anxious for my freedom of 
choice in the article that muſt determine the co- 
lour of my future life (I mean the choice either of 
a ſingle or a married ſituation) than my father is 

| | anxious 
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anxious in all things for my felicity; and I am as 
little deſirous of beſtowing myſelf contrary to my 
father's approbation, as I ſhould be reluctant to do 
violence to my-own inclination z which I indeed 
conſider as the natural rights of exiſtence.— I have 
ſat for my picture, to oblige Mrs. Hartly, but 
have enjoined her to let it remain in Calcutta, 
and not ſuffer her friendſhip to lead her into the 
error of believing, becauſe I may hold a tolerable 
firſt-rate place in her heart, that ſhe is entitled to 
introduce my reſemblance into her cloſet at Hartly 
Bungilo, where I ſhould diſgrace her collection. 


It requires no ſmall talents, Arabella, to pre- 
vent our heads being the dupe of our hearts. We 
eſteem an object, and we will, for argument's ſake, 
allow the object to. be eſtimable; but, the charac» 
ter is a private one, and its beauties and its virtues 
have neither influence or operation beyond the 
ſmall circle of friendſhip ; and conſequently, 
though to us very ſtriking and great, would be- 
come ridiculous by being brought forward to uni- 
verſal admiration, like a taperꝰ in the ſun-beam, 
And, I pray you, who am I, Sophia Goldſborne, 
that I ſhould be found amongſt the moſt accom- 
pliſhed of my ſex—who want not the aid of a foil 
to palliate the folly of my obtaining a niche 7—1 
ſhould die with confuſion. at ſuch a violatian of 
common ſenſe and common decorum. : 


I have 
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I have made an acquaintance with a Mrs. Savage, 
the gentlewoman who keeps a boarding-ſchool at 
Calcutta, and find her very well qualified for ſo 
arduous an undertaking ;z for her morals are good, 
and her underſtanding cultivated. She ſighs, 
however, ſhe confeſſes, like myſelf, ſor her native 
country; and will, T doubt not, as ſoon as ſhe is 
able, return to England. The lofs Calcutta muſt 
_ fuſtain on ſuch an event taking place, has made me 
caſt about for a ſucceſſor : and I hoped Mrs. Ri- 
der might have been prevailed upon; but ſhe mo- 
deftly declines, ſaying, there is a great difference 
between the education of children under the pa- 
rental roof, and in a ſituation that renders you an- 
{werable at all points for their ſafety and welfare ; 
an undertaking no abilities are equal to; for, in 
ſuch a ſituation, you muſt depend upon others, 
who may either abuſe or betray their truſt, and 
defeat the beſt- formed, and the honeſt-executed 


plan, as far as reſpects the ſuperior on earth. 


There are, however, in England, my good girl, 
many accompliſhed and ſlenderly provided for wo- 
men, with more courage than Mrs. Rider poſſeſ- 
fes, that might be induced, by the knowledge of 
the great advantages derivable from the exerciſe of 
their talents at Calcutta, to make the voyage. 
WIIl you put the ede therefore, into cir- 
culation ? 
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culation? for no one article of female proviſion 
or accommodation can be of half the importance 
as the happy direction of the mind and manners, 
at the period when impreſſions are moſt lively and 
indelible. For I would challenge my whole lex, 
by an appeal to their own experience, to diſprove. 
this aſſertion, ſo well underſtood by Pope, and fo 
worn in the public eye by quotation— 


For as the twig is bent, the tree's inclined. 


And ſo much has the worthy and amiable Mrs. 
D her good wiſhes in this cauſe, that ſhe 
has offered to be a ſubſcriber to any eſtabliſhed 
fund, for making it an object with an accompliſh» 
ed Engliſhwoman to ſpend one ſeven years of her 
life at Calcutta, and to enſure a valuable candidate 
for the vacancies as they may occur. 


My father has purchaſed a ſpot for a Bungilo. 
I was low ſpirited at the information, it ſeemed ſo 
ſtrongly to imply our prolonged reſidence in India. 
Mrs. D has had the goodneſs, however, 
to let me into a ſecret ; for my father intends it as 
a compliment to Miſs Hartly on her becoming 
Mrs. D , with the permiſſion, - nevertheleſs, 
of him and his friends to viſit it, whilſt he is with» 
in the reach of ſuch viſitation. | 


How 
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© How variable is human opinion |—this intelli- 
gence conſtituted that very act a pleaſure, which, 
while its motives were unaſcertained, excited 
much pain—and here am I, entering, with my 
whole powers, into its decoration and embelliſh- 
ment.—Adieu, my Arabella! I do not at this mo- 
ment Ueſpair of our re- union. 


8. G. 
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LETTER xxxiv* 


I HAVE expoſed myſelf, Arabella, and every 
tongue in Calcutta is now employed in telling it. 
My father preſented himſelf ſomewhat haſtily, I 
thought, becauſe unexpectedly, juſt as we were 
this day ſeated at dinner; and ſtanding behind my 
chair, without the leaſt preparation, ſaid, Poor 
Doyly is“ and on ſome account, I did not obſerve 


what, ſtopped. 


« Is what ?” cried I, with an emotion that ſur- 
priſed all the company O what, Sir, is poor 
Mr. Doyly ?”—« Only,” replied ny dear father, 
preſſing my hand, „only arrived, within this + ten 
minutes, ſafe at Calcutta.” 


What a mortifying diſcovery has the intereſt I 
took in his ſafety occaſioned !—Mrs. Hartly en- 
deavours to ſooth me into ſelf-reconcilement, but, 
I think, it can never more take place. Infatuated 
girl !—but firſt impulſes, I find, are not to be 
| guarded 


* The date of which is ſix months after the preceding one. 
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guarded againſt; and the ſecret of my heart, 
which I have ſo long treaſured up, has eſcaped 
me, irrecoverably eſcaped me “ Where is the 
good gentleman,” ſaid Mrs. Hartly, with a pro- 
voking turn of countenance, * ſhall we not be fa- 
voured with his company ?”—*« He is following 
me, replied my father, „. with diſpatches for So- 
phia, from her old friend and ſchopl-fellow z the 
honour of ' preſenting which he refuſed making a 
transfer of, or! ſhould have had the delivering of 
4 


Doyly now entered, * with his 6 Jenks 
bowed to the cmpany; who with one voice con- 
gratulated him an bis return, except the fooliſh 
weak gręgture I need not name. His dreſs im- 

proved his appearanee I never ſaw any body 
 abſtradted from all ſuperabundant partiality look 

ſo well in deep mourning. An uncle, who ſtood 
between him and the poſſeſſion of a fine eſtate, 
and who, with an unkindnefs that ,forbids all re- 
68 for his deceaſe, had compelled him to quit 

is native country a mere adventurer, did not live 
to reproach him, on his return to England, with 
the madneſs (as he called it) of his Eaſt-India 
voyage, though ſolely reſulting from the narrow- 
neſs of his finances, and the conſequential unfa- 
vourableneſs of his proſpects in life. And (could 


vou 


= 
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you have ſuppoſell ſuch a thing, Arabella?) the 


young man's head, on this change uf fortune, bo- 
came inſtantly giddy, inſomuch that, having got 
rid of his commiſſion the firſt poſſible moment, he 
forgot every earthly creature, and every earthly 
ſpot, except Calcutta, and ſome few friends there 
that ſhall be nameleſs, and accordingly embarked, 
with a heart I had marked down for ſome other 
female's prize, in the firſt packet, in order to lay 
that no leſd faithful than affectionate heart at my 
feet; and, delivering me back my own packtet, 
made every imaginable apology for his in of omiſ- 
fion, &c. &c. on the occaſion. 


And this wild act my father confiders as a token 
of violent regard, forbidding me, by his looks and 
example, to ſhew any diſpleaſure. An exclama» 
tion, however, eſcaped me, that ſifieiently ſpoke 
my feelings: Not ſeen my Arubelha net give 
en her the fatisfaction of knowing I am alive I or 


enabled yourſelf to tell me a thouſand pleafing par- 


ticulars where her welfare is concerned IO Mr. 
Doyly, is it poſſible 4 Yes,” replied my fa- 
ther, in an accent that mortified me not a little, 
«it is, my dear Sophia, poſſible, that 8 Mr. 
Doyly is ſafe arrived at Calcutta.” 


1 - 
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Wonderful all this nor do I foreſee when my 
wonder will ceaſe, Now am I convinced of the 
power of my charms, and ſball want-no farther 
EN in my own good opinion for ever. | 


| Mrs. 8 reception of Doyly was like 
herſelf, engaging beyond what I can deſcribe. 
« Our parties, ſaid ſhe, « haye been incomplete 


without you, and my petits /oupers devoid of ani- 


mation. Remember, we never loſe you again at 


Calcutta; nor will I open my * unleſs * 
are to be one of the company.” . 


Young WEE ſtared, and I enjoyed the 
alarms this addreſs viſibly gave riſe to in his breaſt; 
for at Calcutta, as I have repeatedly told you, the 
idea of matrimony. is inſeparable from the know- 
ledge of an acquaintance between the ſexes—and 
he ſeemed to anticipate his downfall, ſhould his 
/ mother-in-law take a huſband to herſelf, not much 


more than his own age. 1 


Mrs. D-—— faw the effect her good-humour 
and friendſhip for Doyly had produced in the ſel- 
fiſh mind of her ſon; and, to the entertainment 
of all preſent (for all preſent were ſoon aware. of 
her motive) coqueted with the young man, until 
the hour for retirement arrived; but then thought 
Proper 


* 


ay 
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proper to undeceive him, leſt any miſchief between 


them ſhould enſue ;—for Mr. D-——— wears a 
ſword—and who will not grant, that a rival in in- 


tereſt, is as ſevere a provocation, with ſome tem- 
pers, as a rival in love ?—A pretty winding up, 


indeed, it would have proved of Mr, Doyly's ro- 
mantic voyage, to have had his throat cut, 
from an innocent frolic, in the hour of felf-con- 
gratulation and imagined ſecurity but that, 
Arabella, is frequently found the hour of our 
worſt danger and, of courſe, it is our duty to 


be evermore on our guard. 


But let me do Doyly juſtice, before I go to ſleep. 
He did, I find, enquire for you, agreeably to the 
ſuperſcription of my letters, but you was gone into 
the country. He waited your return, while pati- 
ence, in his ſituation, was a virtue—and did in- 


tend, but forgot to fulfil his intention, to leave 


them in the care of your ſervant, with a note of 
lamentation for the diſappointment he had met 


with, in not meeting with your fair ſelf ;—and ſo 


the whole matter is rather more decently account- 
ed for than in the firſt inſtant ;—for, let me bear 
witneſs, when the heart is occupied by ſuch fluc- 
tuating ſubjects as the winds and the waves, it is 
not extraordinary the memory ſhould be abſorbed, 
and the conduct vague and inconſiſtent. His re- 


turn 
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turn would have given me tenf61d pleaſure, if he 
had brought me news of my Arabella z<but, from 
this tate of the eaſe, I think he muſt be forgiven— 
Wat ſay you ?—Aye or No! © 


Adieu 
. | | 1 * 
© talk not to me of the wealth ſhe poſſeſſes 


it ſeems, was the language of Doyly, on my fa- 
ther's attempting to make a long ſpeech relative to 
what he intended to give me: and thus you find 
me on the edge of the matrimonial precipice ;— 
for, though tender diſtreſs, and delicate embarraſſ- 
ment, are very pretty decorations for painted 
Tcenes—the realities of life need receive no ſuch 
coloarings from the pencil—for the ſenſible head, 
and the ſympathifing heart, feels them all ;—1 

Thall, therefore, ſay not one word how looked, 
or how 1 replied, when ſolicited by the man of 
my choice, on the one hand, to accept him, and 
commanded by my father, on the other hand, to 
follow my own inclinations. Generous, indul- 
gent command !—for well was he acquainted with 
the bent of my inclinations, before ſuch command 
was iſſued— the Padra, therefore, ſtands a good 
chance of obtaining ſome twenty gold mohrs, at 
leaſt, on my account—but I will have the whole 
affair as private as poſſible, let my friends remon- 
ſtrate as they may. 


| Lord 
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Lord Cornwallis is on his way to Calcutta, to 


aſſume the reins of government. That he is a 


man of faſhion, we hear without emotion ; but 


that we hear he is a man of abilities and honour, 


we rejoice. He will be received with every mark 
of diſtinction, in honour of his and our Sove- 
reign; but his haur of departure, alone, will 
evince the advance he has made in our approbati- 
on and attachment.—I ſtand impartial, and will 
give his claims due weight :—but, if it ſhould be 
required of me to forget the Governor. I have 
known, and ſink his fame in the celebrity of any 
new comer, I ſhall beg to be excuſed. Hereditary 
advantages, however brilliant their effects, are but 
ſecondary recommendations z the ſelf-ennobled 
individual, and him who diſgraces not the memory 
of his illuſtrious forefathers, being the only highly 
revered characters in this land of commerce and 
plain underſtanding. 
I am, Kc. &c. 


Your's, 


8. G. 


N LETTER 
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LETTER XXV. 


AMAZEMENT |—fo this fame little winning 
Mr. Doyly, is the godſon of my beloved mother, 
and your near relation.—A pretty plot this |— 
and may I loſe my pretenſions to the privileges 


.of a Chriſtian female, if I pardon your ſhare in 


it —or, what is tantamount, be compelled to em- 
brace the narrow and illiberal faith of the ſons of 
Omar; which by the way, I have now ſome 
thoughts of doing—for I ſhall, at leaſt, be of 
conſequence whilſt living, if annihilation (in the 
-opinion of my adorers) muſt be my portion when 
dead;—and that is more than my profeſſed 
friends, though of the race of Believers, have 


choſe to give me, in this inſtance. —The following 


is the confeſſion the offending parties in the Eaſt 
have been brought to make; nor ſhall I fail to 
add your's thereto, the firſt opportunity by which 
it can be obtained. 


My father, perceiving me diſinclined to marry 
in the Eaſt, for wealth, &c. with men old enough 


to make me guilty, in ſo doing, of a breach of 
the 


* 
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the canonical articles, which poſitively forbid your 
marrying your grandfather ;—and anxious to un- 
bend tẽte- A- tẽte with a ſon-in-law likely to make his 
daughter happy—writes off to England for Doyly, 
telling him, if his proſpects were not improved, 
he believed he could promiſe to be ſerviceable to 
him in India. Doyly embarks, and, being ar- 
rived, receives the offer, point-blank, of his 
friend's daughter, with all her emoluments and 
endowments, provided her conſent could be ob- 
tained 3 in which attempt he was to have all law- 
ful aid and afliſtance. 


Doyly (as who would not) ſnaps at the offer. 
A young damſel of my claims and appearance 
might, Arabella, have been carried with ſucceſs, 
to a much higher market ;—but every man in his 
humour, ſay I—and, being my father's property, 
he had a gight to indulge his fancy, as far it was 
reconcileable to my wiſhes. 


Doyly began his manceuvrings, I ſuppoſe no- 


thing doubting s for where is there a young man 


in this age to be found, that thinks humbly of 
himſelf—perſon or mind ?—when lo! what ſhould 
rome to paſs, but his imbibing ſo exalted an idea 
of the height and depth of my deſervings, that 
he falls into the ſtate of boobyiſm, which cauſed. 

\ 1 all 
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all my ſuſpenſe, folly, &c. &c.—for, though his 
reſpect for my mental merits was abundant, from 
repeated converſations with you, our common 
friend, thereon—yet, not having ſeen me, within 
my remembrance, my perſonal graces (which 
were to be ſuperadded to the account) were ſo 
dazzling and fo diſmaying, that he very childiſſily 
.gives away his heart, without ſeeking a return in 
kind ;—and no leſs childifhly reſolves never to diſ- 
Cloſe his tender abfurdity, until ſome change, or 
chance, had lifted him a few degrees nearer an 
equality with me in pecuniary matters ;—a reſo- 
lution that locked up his lips, not only in all the 
intercourſe he enjoyed with me (and encourage- 
ment to ſpeak out, I fear, was legible in my 
countenance, had tranſlating looks been his talent) 
but, in the moment alſo of bidding adieu, when 
preſumption is ſo excuſable, becauſe ſo natural in 
a lover—who knows not what he do@ or ſays, 
until his offended Dulcinea recalls him, by her 
anger, to a ſenſe of his crime, and he begs par- 
don, and offends — and offends, and begs pardon, 
to the laſt point of the laſt interview between 


them. | 8 


— 


But, to ſhew you the metamorphoſis riches can 
Produce— this timid, humble Doyly, is become 
the moſt ardent ard precipitate of lovers and 
g * would 


* 


* 


HARTLY HOUSE 269 


would have ſeized my hand, lens valent, the firſt 
evening of his arrival at Calcutta; in conſequence, 
however, I ſhould add, of the univerſal opinion 


(with my father at the head of that opinion) that 


I entertained a ſecret tendre for him.—Secret, do 
I call it ?—that ever falſehood and deceit ſhould 
look ſo well upon paper but, bound by the 
laws of decorum to preſerve fuch ſecrets inviolate, 
that ſhould, Arabella, by the courteſy of our 
friends, be deemed a ſecret, which has not been 
confeſſedly revealed, whatever preſumptive evi- 
dence is producible of the contrary. 


And yet, there is ſomething premature in the- 
buſineſs ;—for who knows what friends Lord 


Cornwallis may bring over with him—to make 


one repent one's yicldingneſs of temper ?—T have, 
however, placed the emblems of tranquil feelings 


before me (the devices I mentioned to you, 


wrought with the hair of my departed Bramin) 
in order to extinguiſh the embers of vanity, now 
re-kindling in my heart: - yet what have I to alk 
of quiet-mindedneſs, more than I poſſeſs ?—for, 
Arabella, I am content to leave Calcutta, without 
occaſioning one ſcene of blood and ſlaughter in 
my name, under the ſpreading branches of the 
trees of deſtruction (which might have been ſo 
reaſonably expected from my charms) in conteſt 
for 
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for the honour of my hand; and am preparing 
myſelf (with my own conſent) to domeſticate in 
Britain, to the very confmes of oblivion—which 
is carrying the virtue of humility to a moſt un- 
precedented height, in a damſel of my com- 
plexion and turn of ſentiment. | 


The ſame round of amuſements is abont to 
take place, as at this time laſt year. The Gentoo 
holidays begin firſt—the races ſucceed—and the 
theatre will open ſome weeks ſooner than at that 
period ;—all things being thus early in a proper 
train, out of compliment, I ſuppoſe, to the ex- 
pected Governor—ſo that we ſhall not want 
amuſement ;—and I have it in contemplation to 
point out a few dramatic characters to Doyly, 
which, I perſuade myfelf, he would fill in a man- 
ner far from diſgraceful to either me er himſelf. 
Calcutta once more looks like itſelf ;,-=<men, Aras 
bella, in other words, abound ;—and I am be- 
held, hy all my old acquaintance, as if I had 
| horns on my head, becaufe I have not renounced 
my maiden ſtate ;—but the myſtery will ſoon be 
unravelled, and they will find, that though 
wealth could not tempt me, modeſt merit, noble- 
mindedneſs, and a long liſt of matrimonial re- 
quiſites, could prevail, even over a vow—a vow 
you can produce againſt me, to the impeachment 
| Fo | 
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I could not hope you to pardon, 
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of my morals, and the diſcolouring of my lily- 
white fame; for, amongſt my other articles of 
celebrity, my ſincerity of heart, and the ſincerity 
of my lips (or, as you would call it, veracity) 
have a diſtinguiſhed place, —I thank you for your 
kind remembrance of me, and ſhall conceive 
every cauſe loſt, in which you may chuſe to ac- 
cept a brief—ſo prevailing are the reaſons you 
have ſet before me, in excuſe for Doyly's con- 
duct not to mention a word of the force of ex- 
ample for you, Arabella, forgive him neglects, 


Lam your's, &c. 
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„LETTER  XXXVI. 


\ 


Lord Cornwdllis is hourly expected, and 

bugeros are in readineſs to fall down the Hughley, 
on its being announced he has made the mouth of 
the Ganges. * 


Mrs. D—, with an ardour J did not think 
her capable of, has fitted herſelf and friends out 
at all points, to do this great man honour—at 
leaſt, by adding one more bugero to his train; 


and my father ſays, our company cannot be diſ- 
penſed with. | 


aa — = 1 8 * nn ah 


What can 1 ſay ?—my fpirits are in uniſon witlr 
the occaſion ;— a 


My ſhepherd is kind and my heart ls at eaſe, 


But J ſhall not be without my apprehenſions ; 
—for, did I not ſee the time, when Doyly's life 
was in imminent danger, though on a party of 
pleaſure:—but Doyly promiſes to be difcreet, and 
Mr. Emſon has taken himſelf to England ;—I 
will, therefore, ſpeak peace to my fears, and 


gratify 


ol ANC A a. / ond xs 


I 


d 
72 


W hls — — 


for (could you have thought it) my father's will, 


Mrs. Hartly is not forgot by me nor her ſweet 
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gratify Mrs. D——'s defire of exhibiting me.— 
But of Mrs. D [ have ſomewhat to mention, 
not quite ſo much in the ſtyle of friendſhip as I. 
had expected; ſhe can have her concealments, as 
well as a certain young Lady, when ſhe pleaſes— 


which he put into her hands to peruſe, when ſhe 
was about to make her own, contained his appro- 
bation of Doyly for a ſon-in-law—his act of ſend- 
ing for him from England, for- the purpoſe of 
gaining my favour—and a ſolemn requeſt, that 
ſhe would finiſh what he had begun, provided it 
was diſcovered to be my inclination.—A pretty 
buſineſs, truly and thus, it is probable, ſhe 
will be often employed by him, in ſecret ſervices 
reſpecting his child, that will be preconcerted be- 
tween them.—I would be angry, if I could reſiſt 
being pleaſed—but, next to yourſelf, Arabella, - 
ſhe is the wiſeſt and the beſt creature on earth. 


diſpoſition unremembered. She has, however, 
a family to ſhare her attentions and kindneſſes; 
whereas Mrs. D — is ours entirely, and with- 
out alloy. | 

One of our viſiting friends has taken a French 
leave of us. I believe I have told you, that one 
ſide of the river Hughley is privileged ground, 
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the oppoſite ſhore to Calcutta, to which place 
this young ſpark is fled. He ſpent his evening, 
I find, in the tavern, at the gaming-table, where, 
having loſt conſiderable ſums, he was puſhed on 
from one act of deſperation to another, until, 
not being worth a ſhilling, he was compelled to 
become a_fugittve among fugitives (for no 
one of good proſpects or good connections 


reſides there) the fatal and frequent con- 


ſequence of this dreadful infatuation. Card- 
playing was deſigned for amuſement only, to un- 
bend the mind from too intenſe reflection. It has, 
however, been perverted into an engine of de- 
ſtruction Ca calamity without a mitigation—for 
what reſources has a wretch in his hour of ſelf- 
created affliction, when the whole world, and his 
own heart, are united in his condemnation ? 
The gameſter, moreover, ſeldom falls alone; an 
amiable wife, a lovely offspring, are too often in- 
volved in the cruſhing misfortune z and ſuch is 
the nature of his profeſſion, that even ſucceſs 
ought to wound his feelings, for he muſt, Ara- 
bella, undo, if he is not undone. 


] am, nevertheleſs, ſo much intereſted in the 
fate of this young ſinner, that I have beſought 
Doyly to ſerve him if he can—for he is the victim 
of premature, of unbounded proſperity ;—bad he 

; been 
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been leſs, he would have been much more for- 
tunate. We ſhall therefore make a point of pro- 
curing him ſome moderate re-eſtabliſhment, which, 
we truſt, he will be ſmarted into a knowledge of 
the value of, and game no more. 


—— ——— — 


Lord C is arrived, and profeſſed him- 


ſelf much pleaſed with his reception. 


Every creature is flying to his houſe to pay theig 
baiſe-mains; and it is faid, that as ſoon as the 
buſtle is over, the Nabob will make him a public 
viſit. There will be a fight, Arabella, for an Eu- 
ropean gentlewoman !—How lucky it is, my hour 
for embarking did not arrive previous to this grand 
raree-fhow '! 


Our voyage was a pleaſant and delightful one - 
for when the ſurface is ſmooth, I am fond of 
water excurſions—and, by what you London 
people experience in your parties to and from 
Vauxhall, &c. &c. you may judge how muſical 
accompaniments mult increaſe the pleaſure of the 
Eaſtern voyaging. 


Young 
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Young D— has a good voice, and, what 
I ſhould never have ſuſpected him of, ſings with 
much taſte.» We had an awning of kitteſaws, 
and did our beſt to be noticed when the Bugero 
of bugeros paſſed us; but, mortifying ſo ever as 
the confeſſion may be, it ſhall be confeſſed that 
I verily believe we were confounded with the 


| multitude, ' 


My father has furniſhed himſelf. with large af- 


| ſortments of Eaſtern manufactures, by much the 


largeſt part of which is intended for a preſent to 
my friend, ſo that you ſtand a chance of eclipſing 
all the Miſſes of your acquaintance—a moſt ſenti- 
mental gratification : but as for my part, ſimplex 
munditiis ſhall be my motto, which requires as 
much {kill to hit off, without being-under or over 
dreſſed in a ſingle article, as any female etiquette 
I know. Moreover, ſo altered am I in my views 
and wiſhes, that I have ſettled with myſelf to af- 
fect the Gentoo air, which is an aſſemblage of all 
the ſoft and winning graces prieſts or poets have 
yet deviſed a name for, and Doyly ſhall figure 
away as my Bramin ; and fo well have I inſtructed 


him in every humane tenet of that humane re- 


ligion, that he will not hurt a butterfly, nor can 
he difpatch even' a troubleſome muſketto without 
a correſ pondent pang—and- habit, you know, is 

| faid 
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ſaid to give us a kind of ſecond nature; but it is 
to do Mr. Doyly barely juſtice to ſay, that no ſa- 
vage climate, not even the climate of his, 
mine, or your anceſtors, has power to ren- 
der him aught but the friend of all created 
nature, and the univerſal admirer of all Na- 
ture's productions ;—but, as Sterne ſays, I am 
not celebrating the man, but the ſentiment. 


We are to have a fiſhing party next week, for 
the participation of which amuſement, nature has 
diſqualified me by a painful degree of ſenſibility 
for I cannot call by the name of pleaſure, what 
muſt be purchaſed at the high price of the ſuffer. 
ing or death of any thing that exiſts. This was 


the firſt attaching feature my ſtill-lamented Bramin 


difcovered in my mental character. You are,” 
ſaid he, „Madam, a Chriſtian by profeſſion, but 
a Gentoo by nature; you would have done ho- 
nour to the religion of Brumma.” — They refuſed 
me not, as I apprehended, a lock of this faint's 
hair, and I have had it elegantly ſet for his ſake. 
He merited no leſs a compliment, in return for 
his unfeigned approbation of me. 


It if got- abroad, that we mean ſoon to leave 


Bengal; and here I have it, under the hand and 


ſeal 


| 
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ſeal of one of my adorers, that broken conſti- 
_ tutions, and broken hearts, will be the conſequence 
of my departure; for that thoſe who do not die 
of grief, will ſend themſelves ſpeedily to their 
graves by libations to Neptune for my ſafety. 
This, in your ſober judgment, may be deemed 
carrying gallantry to exceſs; but. there have been 
inſtances of facts to the full as extravagant, ſome 
years ago ;—the Eaſtern world is, however, much 
improved, and their errors corrected. 


A generation of European children (if you will 
give ſuch an Iriſhiſm your paſſport, when you ob- 
ſerve that I mean children born in the Eaſtern 
world) grow up daily, whoſe natural endowments 
are excellent, and their education wonderful for 
this diſtant land ; ſo that, inſtead of languiſhing, 
as formerly, for European ladies, and receiving 
with rapture the hands of fuch as have the cou- 
rage to brave all the perils of the ocean to obtain 
them a huſband, and arrive with their credentials 
from the Company in their hands ;—wives are 
now choſen, by. men of nice feeling, from among 
theſe India-born ladies, (through natural inti- 
macies, and a knowledge of their tempers, man- 
ners, and conduct) in preference to theſe adven- 
turers. Yet is there no rule without an ex- 

ception 
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ception—ſo that if you will be prevailed upon, 
Arabella, to make an Eaſt India voyage, I will 
engage a genius of my acquaintance, who has re- 
peatedly celebrated my ſmall merits, both in proſe 
and verſe, to preſent you a congratulatory ad- 
dreſs upon your arrival, and will enſure you a hoſt 
of admirers. 


You will, I fancy, be convinced by my trifling, 
I am no love-fick nymph—no, Arabella! fo far 
from it, that though it is not unlikely I may 
marry Doyly, in obedience to my father's com- 
mands, you muſt do me the juſtice to acknow- 
ledge I bore his abſence like a heroine, and ſel- 
dom or ever made him the ſubject· matter of my 
letters to England. I have managed, however, to 
my father's ſatisfaction, and have taught myſelf 
to deſpiſe your malicious ſmiles ;—yet, on recol- 
lection, before it is given me to embrace my Ara- 
bella, by being made the young man's lawful wife, 
it may be more for my credit to confefs, than 


deny the tender ſentiments with which he inſpired 


me. 


In Calcutta, I believe, Hymen is ſeldom known 


to be attended at the nuptial ceremony by Cupid 


(for it is who bids moſt that wins the prize); and 
whilſt 
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whilſt the fair lady's perſon appertains to one happy 
man alone, her converſation is at the ſervice of 
all thoſe who have ſufficient intereſt to get them- 
ſelves introduced to her; and the huſband is ſo 
complaiſant as to aſk no queſtions. 


Yours, &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XXVII. 


Ba 


Aras, Arabella, } am undone II have be- 
held ſo brilliant, ſo divine a ſpectacle am fo 
dazzled, and fo captivated, and, like Gulliver in 
the land of Lilliput, find all the objects around me 
ſo diminutive and ſo mean, that I overlook and 
diſregard them at every point. You will perceive, 


by this exordium, the Nabob has made his in- 


tended viſit to the new Governor, and has carried 
off the heart of your unfortunate friend ;—but I 
will endeavour to conquer and regulate my feel- 


ings. 


From Chiptore (the Nabob's palace to Calcutta, 


I have already told you is four miles ; from whence 
ſuch a proceſſion as I muſt never hope to behold 


again, procecded to the Eſplanade, and that at a 


very early hour in the morning. 


His guards, on the occaſion, were no leſs in 
number than his whole battalion of black troops, 
fine-looking fellows - and their complexions gave a 


grandeur to the ſcene. Their uniform and their 
turbans 


. 
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turbans were new, and their fire- arms glittering 
bright; and I would have given the world on the 
inſtant to have been a Nabobeſs, and entitled to 
ſo magnificent a train. | 

I whiſpered Doyly, and aſked him, what he 
thought of the London fights in ſuch a moment ? 
He ſhook his head with due contempt, but made no 
reply, as we were furrounded by. thoſe who would 
have taken umbrage at the moſt diſtant reflection 
(though in the voice of truth) on England, 


Seven elephants of the firſt magnitude were led 


by thele krepers, in like manner as our ſumpter- 


horſes ; ſeated on the back of one of which, on 
a'throne of indeſcribable ſplendor, was his Na- 
bobſhip, with a man behind him, holding a ſu- 


perb fan, in the very act of collecting the breezes 


m his ſervice. 


The throne was compoſed of gold, pearls, and 
brilliants, and the nabob's dreſs worth a ſo- 
vereignty; nor was ever animal more grandly ca- 
pariſoned than the no leſs honoured than exalted 
elephant on which he rode, 


His ſtate-palanquin followed, and was by much 
the moſt deſirable object my eyes ever encoun- 
| tered, 
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tered, and differently built to thoſe uſed by the 
Europeans. Four pillars of maſly ſilver ſupport- 


ing the top, which was actually encruſted by 


pearls and diamonds ; and, inſtead of yerandas, 
fine glaſs plates on every ſide, as well as the back 
and front, to ſhew his Mightineſs's perſon, 1 ſup- 


_ Poſe, to the greateſt advantage. 


T was ſtationed nearly on a level with the throne 
as it paſſed along ;—and judge, Arabella, if you 
can, of the ambitious throbs my heart experienced, 


when I ſaw the Nabob's eyes, ſparkling with ad- 


miration, fixed on my face |—Doyly turned pale, 
and the proceſſion advanced—yet were my charms 
unforgotten by him; for he twice or thrice looked 
back, and conſtituted me the envy of the women, 
and the torture of the men; in a word, my con- 


queſt was as evident as the noon-day ſun : and 


who could dream of a mortal female's refuſing an 


enthraned adorer, with the wealth of the Indi 


at his fect ? 


- 


Down knelt the half-reaſoning animal, at the 
entrance of the Governor's houſe, for his illuſ- 


trious maſter to alight ;—ſo powerful, yet ſo do- 


eile —ſo gentle, yet fo terrific in their appear- 
ance | 
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ance !—] am dying, Arabella, to have one of 
[theſe very Elephants at my command. 


BreaKAaft was prepared for this princely gueſt, 
at the [Governor's ;—from whence he was con- 
ducted acroſs the Eſplanade, to the New Fort, 
where the troops were drawn out, to compliment 
him with an exhibition of their martial ma- 
nceuvrings ;—and he was ſhewn, with apparent 
aſtoniſhment, to how great a diſtance bomb-ſhells 
can be thrown. —He was accompanied by the Go- 
'vernor's Aid-de-camp, the whole day—expreflſed 
much delight on viewing the camp at Bugee 
'Bugee—but returned to Chiptore to dinner, the 
peculiar cuſtoms of his religion not admitting of 
his mixing with the Europeans, on that occaſion. 
Many of the officers were invited to his palace, 
and fumptuouſly entertained, in an atjoining ap- 
partment; and in the evening, ſome beautiful 
fire-works were played off in the garden of Chip- 
{tore—and the company returned much fatisfied 
with his liberal and courteous demeanour. | 


I thought of Lady Wortley Montague's ac- 
count of her being noticed by the Grand Seignor, 
when ſpectator of a Turkiſh proceſſion, on the 
Nabob's obſervation of me ;—but there was this 
difference 
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difference between the circumſtances - namely, 
that the attention the Sultan paid that Lady was 
merely en paſſunt ; whereas this Nabob of Nabobs 
proved, in the face of all the people, how long 
he bore me in mind—that is, how deeply he was 
wounded—and I hold myſelf in expectance of 
hearing more of him. 


The return of the proceſſion was with the ſame 
ceremonies—and I have dreamed alone of ſtate 
palanquins, thrones, elephants, and ſeapoys, ever 
ſince. 


My friends, who vifited the Fort, and traced 


the Nabob's ſteps wherever he went, tell me, a 


ſhip now on the ſtocks, at Watſon's Works, of 
three decks (the firſt ever built at Calcutta) will 
be launched in a few days, and receive the name of 
the Earl Cornwallis, in honour of our Gover- 
nor. —lt will, no doubt, be a brilliant day; but 
whether it will be thought ſafe to truſt me to be a 


ſpectator, or not, leſt the Nabob ſhould form 


plans for carrying me off, is uncertain, until I 


have heard the opinion of my male friends. That 


Doyly was frightened, is moſt certain; — but an 
Engliſhwoman was not born to fear giant knights, 


or enchanted caſtles; and the more eſpecially, * 


where an army would ſtand forth in her pro- 


teCtion 
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-retion and defence. It would flatter my vanity to 
find them alarmed.— Ha! ha! ha! Arabella— 
did you ever imagine your friend would make fo 
magnificent a conqueſt ?—Poor Doyly, how ſmall 

be has felt himſelf ever ſince Forgive my 

folly—I recollect my Bramin, and am myſelf 
again. 


I am affectionately, yours 


S. Qu 


LETTER 
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LETTER WVNVII. 


Brxss me, Arabella, how different objects 
can appear to different optics !—My father talks 
of nothing but going to England, or Doyly but of 
becoming a bridegroom.—« Softly, my dear Sir,” 
faid I to him, “ for there are a few preliminary ar- 
ticles to be adjuſted, before that great event can 
take place. —If my father marries not in India, I 
will follow his example; and ſo, if you chuſe to 
make it a concern of yours, get him to appoint 
his day, and that, I promiſe you, ſhall be 


mind.“ ä 


We ſhall be a fine party of us, in crofling the 
ocean for, Mr. and Mrs. Hartly, and the chil» - 
dren, Mrs. Rider, and young Mr. and Mrs. 
,, will accompany us ;—letters having 
arrived, that require Mr. Hartly's perſonal at- 
tendance in England, and he will not leave his 
family behind. 


Mrs. 


—— — 
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Mrs. D has been reproaching me, in the 
ſevereſt terms, for my treatment of Doyly.— Un- 
kind Mrs. D——! I never thought it poſſible 
for you to chide in ſo ſerious a manner.—She 


ſays I ſhall diſtreſs my father beyond meaſure, by 


requiring what cannot be complied with. 


ce And why not, Mrs. D——, faid I, in- 
terrnpting her, „ why not, I beſeech you ?—- 


If a union is to take place between-my father and 


you, wherefore ſhould you embark for England 


previods thereto ?—or, if it can be neceſſary to 


"bſerve ſuch delay, why ſhould you ſet yourſelf 


im array againſt a compliment I propoſe making 


you, M delaying my nuptials alſo, until the air 
of my native country gives me ſufficient reſolution 


to conſtitute Mr. Doyly my ſovereign lord ?— 


Methinks he ſhews great impatience to aſſume the 


huſband.” 
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Mrs. D-——— walked off in great ſtate—the 
firſt fit of the pouts I have ever ſeen her fall into 
and who will. give the fecond lecture on the ſub- 
ject, I am at a loſs to conjecture.— Perhaps your 
eloquent little friend, my intended you under 
ſtand me, Arabella —but I ſhall not allow it law- 
ful for him to plead in his own eauſe.— His reports 
will be ſo partial, his repreſentations ſo—Ah, 
Arabella, I hear my father aſk 3 "I 
vill become of me? 8 


Ihave bre powers, my hb gitl—and I Good 
in need of their utmoſt exertion, when oppoſeg, 


as they have been, to Mrs, D beft per- 
formance, I acknowledge her to be 2 great 
actreſs, and only inferior to your friend, who has 
carried her point, to all intents and purpoſes z and 
not a word more is to be mentioned—u. til the 
Padra receives his inſtructions to fill his purſe in 


our ſervice.—I do not ſuppoſe, Arabella, that the 


evening will be worth leſs to him than _ gold 
mohrs. | 


0 1 
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© + You will, perhaps, think I treat the ſubject very 


gayly.—I do—in order to keep my mind clear of 
melancholy thoughts. The dear woman, that is 


now a faint in heaven, approves the work I have 


accompliſhed; and I am teaching myſelf to forget 
for her only in the bright 
regions of eternity _ | 


On which account, it has been determined, no 
one of -us ſhall viſit the ſpot where her earthly re- 


mains are lodged. Mrs. Hartly affirms, it is fly- 


ing in the face of Providence, to neglect the 
practice of reſignation ; and Mrs. D——'s ſpeak- 


ing ſilence ſeems to claim that reſpect from us, no 


language cduld have engaged for her. Sentimental 


| ſorrow as Dr. Johnſon calls it, is, Iam now ſatis- 
fied, the bane, of happineſs, in a wider degree 


than the worſt evil under the ſun, which that re- 
finement is prompted to reſiſt ; inſomuch, that I 


hope you will find we have benefited by our 
voyage. | 


There are monſters, Arabella, in human ſhapes, 
and the Eaſtern world is (what I ſhould have re- 
| yl turned 
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reſolved to rob him of her. To her father's 


fore had recourſe to violence; and, when the 
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turned without conceiving it to be, but for the in- 
cident of this morning) the , ſcene of tragedies 


that diſhonour mankind.—TI have, within the paſ- 


fing hour, beheld one of theſe wretches con- 
veyed to priſon—and 2 7 condigh puniſhment be 
his portion ! 


He is, my dear, an officer in the army who 
having, in ſome of his country rides, diſcovered 
an old man's daughter to be lovely beyond what- 
ever this country has produced, cruelly-and baſely 


houſe he went, on this diabolical deſign, and was 
received by its innocent and unſuſpecting inhabi- 
tants with the utmoſt kindneſs ;—in' conſequence 
of which reception, he changed his plan of out- 
rage—and, inſtead of bearing her off, as he had 
intended, he ſettled it to violate the laws of hoſ-- - 
pitality—of God and of man—and- accompliſh. 
his work of, darkneſs under the paternal roof! 


To win her, he found impoſſible—he there- 


poor old man, terrified by his daughter's eries, 
advanced to her aſſiſtance, he ſhot him dead be- 
fore his child's eyes; and then proceeded to fill 
up the meaſure of his iniquity. Yes! Arabella! 
we man whoſe profeſſion it was to protect, thus 

1 brutally 
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Tou will, perhaps, think I treat the ſubject very 
gayly.—I do—in order to keep my mind clear of 


melancholy thoughts, . 'The dear woman, that is 
now a ſaint in heaven, approves the work I have 


accompliſhed; and I am teaching myſelf to forget 
the grave, and look for her only in the bright 
regions of eternity. | 


I On which account, it has been determined, no 
one of us ſhall viſit the ſpot where her earthly re- 
mains are lodged. Mrs. Hartly affirms, it is fly- 
ing in the face of Providence, to neglect the 
practice of reſignation; and Mrs. D——'s ſpeak- 


ing filence ſeems to claim that reſpect from us, no 


language cvuld have engaged for her. Sentimental 


| ſorrow-as Dr. Johnſon calls it, is, I am now ſatis- 
fied, the bane, of happineſs, in a wider degree 


than the worſt evil under the ſun, which that re- 
finement is prompted to reſiſt ; inſomuch, that I 


hope you will find we have benefited by our 
voyage. 


There are monſters, Arabella, in human ſhapes, 
and the Eaſtern world is (what I ſhould have re- 
; 30f turned 
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turned without conceiving it to be, but for the in- 
cident of this morning) the , ſcene of tragedies 


that diſhonour mankind.—I have, within the paſ- 


ſing hour, beheld one of theſe wretches con- 
veyed to priſon and _ condigh puniſhment be- 
his portion ! 


He is, my dear, an officer in the army who 
having, in ſome of his country rides, diſcovered 
an old man's daughter to be lovely beyond what - 
ever this country has produced, eruelly and baſely 


reſolved to rob him of her. To her father's 


houſe he went, on this diabolical deſign, and was 
received by its innocent and unſuſpecting inhabi- 
tants with the utmoſt kindneſs; —in conſequence 
of which reception, he changed his plan of out- 
rage —and, inſtead of bearing her off, as he had 


intended, he ſettled it to violate the laws of hoſ- 


pitality—of God and of man—and- accompliſh 
his work of darkneſs under the paternal roof 


To win her, be found impoliible—he thers- 


fore had recourſe to violence; and, when the 


poor old man, terrified -by his daughter's eries, 


advanced to her aſſiſtance, he ſhot him dead be- 


fore his child's eyes; and then proceeded to fill 
up the meaſure of his iniquity. Yes! Arabella! 
we man whoſe profeſſion it was to protect, thus 


or + brutally 
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brutally and barbaroufly deſtroyed !—May his 
name be branded with infamy !—and his death be 
| equally unpitied and ignominious.—I now re- 
joice, more than ever, that I am about to leave a 
country, where fiend- like acts are, I fear, much 
oftener perpetrated than detected; for, the grave 
complains not, and gold can unnerve the arm of 
juſtice Lord C will not, however, 
ſtain bis noble deeds, by ſuffering ſuch a villain to 
eſcape z and the facts I have related are too well 
known, and too glaringly confirmed, to be pal- 
liated, or atoned by leſs than the life of him who 
could deviſe deeds of ſuch turpitude; or, when 
even deviſed, could have the ſavage nature to 
carry them into effeft.——I am all indignation, 


terror, compaſſion, and agitation;—the young cor 

. woman ſurvives, however, to appal the guilty tha 
wretch by her melancholy teſtimony. * anc 
EIS. "FR : "He 
he⸗ 


; We embark, Arabella, within the hour I am 
now devoting to my pen; and few evenings, I 
ſhould 
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= ſhould ſuppoſe, produced more weddings, than 
Ee took place, three evenings ago at Hartly Houſe. 
12 Tes, Arabella, I have been three days a wife; and 
4 ſo abundantly are my family connections en- 
h larged, that I have a mother I am, proud to ac- 


4a knowledge, and ſiſters and brothers, in conſe- 
pf quence of my change of condition; for the ſiſter 
Ty of Mrs. Hartly is now Mrs. D daughter, 
0 and inclination will convert an alliance into the 
ll ties of relationſhip, beyond legal claims 
A and, Arabella, T bring over with me the man I 
4 have choſen for your huſband, the celebrated 
* Beville of our Calcutta theatre. Be propitious, 
0 ye gales; let not ſo much happineſs be the prey 
wy of diſaſter But remember, Arabella, for your 
8 conſolation, ſhould we all be buried in the deep, 
7 that Providence has a right to diſpoſe of us at will; 


* and that, however unable mortals are to penetrate 
Heaven's deſign, every ſeeming misfortune is a 
diſguiſed bleſſing, to thoſe who poſſeſs rectitude of ; 
heart and uprightneſs of conduct: ſuch are kindly 
n ö ſheltered, 
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ſheltered, by what is called a violent death, from 


the approaching, though unſeen miſeries of ex- 


iſtence. 
A thouſand his farewel t 
: 8. 0 
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LETTER WAX. 


1 Portſmouth. 
W's ae al landed fake at this place, after a 
tedious, though not hazardous voyage. The ad- 
dition of your company is ardently wiſhed by every 
individual of the party to which I belong, Meet 
us then at Guildford, and augment the happineſs . 
of your own 
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